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Mesgsage of the Magazine

} | Word in action
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History records that the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Tewahedo Church has preserved and
promoted its heritage and has contributed
and continues to contribute a lot to the con-
struction of the state, along with its contri-
bution to tourism. In connection with this, it
1s known that the Holy Church has received
buildings as gifts from the government and
wealthy individuals, where it improves gen-
erations with morality and spreads the Gos-
pel by using this as a permanent budget to
fulfill its apostolic mission for centuries. Al-
though this fixed asset was inherited by the
Derg regime, it is known that the Ministry
of Finance has been raising funds to replace
its buildings, and some of its buildings were
returned to it during the Ehadeg and Pros-

perity eras.

In particular, during the Prosperity Era,
along with the return of its buildings, title
Deed of houses without title were made, and

various holiday celebration sites were given

ownership title deed, which makes the Pros-

perity Era special.

One of the buildings managed by the FEthi-
opian Orthodox Tewahedo Church is the
building commonly known as the Mahmud
Muzeka Bet (Tserha Menelik). Since this
building is located on the road leading from
Churchill Street to Adwa Memorial, the
city administration decided to demolish it
following the corridor development and to
rebuild the building at its own expense and
hand it over to our church as promised. Be-
fore the building was demolished, the former
General Manager of the Patriarchate and the
members of the Permanent Holy Synod at
the time conducted a field visit with the Cor-

ridor Development Subcommittee.

After the city administration demolished the
building due to the development corridor,
the foundation stone was placed on April 21,
2016, in the presence of His Holiness Abune
Mathias I, Patriarch of Ethiopia, Archbishop
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of Axum and Echege the See of St. Tekle-

haimanot, and Honorable Mayor Adanech
Abebe. The city administration completed
the construction work within a year as prom-
ised earlier. Today, it was officially inaugu-

rated and handed over to our Church.

The city administration, by keeping its word
and properly constructing the building and
handing it over to our church, not only ful-
filled its promise, but also demonstrated its
respect for our church and its commitment
to work collaboratively. Our Holy Church
expresses its heartfelt gratitude and will con-
tinue to work together on issues of develop-
ment and peace in the future.

The church is actively supporting the corri-
dor development and renovating its build-
ings in the city in a smooth manner, and the
city administration has recognized the work
it has done with special respect. In connec-
tion with this corridor development, the city
administration has shown special respect,
gratitude, and appreciation for the commit-
ment it has shown by providing housing to
those who rent our church houses, just like
the government housing development proj-

ects.

In addition to appreciating and thanking the
church for its development work, the sup-
port it provides by covering the full cost of
the stage, speakers, and decorations for the
guests of honor so that the church’s major

public holidays can be celebrated in a bright

in Cburch

and beautiful manner shows our Honora

Mayor Adanech Abebe’s respect for our
church. This will greatly contribute to the
celebration of public holidays in a shinin

and colorful manner by the church and the "§
government. Our church expresses its sin-

cere gratitude for the institutional support
has provided and is providing by the May-
or and expresses its great spiritual pride in

praying for the success of her works.

In the future, our Holy Church expresses
its willingness to work collaboratively with
the city administration in the areas of devel-
opment and peace, and to contribute to the
common progress and prosperity without
hesitation. She always prays for the success
and effectiveness of the development works
carried out by our city administration, which
proves its word in practice. Our church ex-
presses its gratitude once again for the new
building that the city administration built and
handed over to it today at its own expense.
Hence, we invite you to read the special edi-
tion of the magazine prepared to commem-
orate the inauguration and handover of the
newly built building and to find information
about the church’s development works and
the Tsirham Menelik building. We wish you

have a pleasant reading.

LCige Sivuman Eskindir Gebrekirstos
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
Head of Public Relations Department
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Mesgsage of His Holiness the Patriarch
The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church is

a great church founded by the blood of the Son
of God; covered with the robe of baptism and
standing on five pillars of faith; protected by
the help of the Holy Spirit, enduring through
fire and storm, and enduring for two thousand
years on the earth; a great church that the peo-
ple of Africa can rely on for the price it paid to
protect not only religion but also the honor of
a country; a historical archive; a world jewel;

a tourist attraction.

As we can understand from its history, the
great contribution it made to the existence of
the country was considered. Due to that, there
was a common law that says one third to the
king, one third to the farmer and one third to
the clergy. But it did not benefit much. Be-
cause the princes and nobles of that time used
to cover the service through paid clergies by
paying twenty or thirty birr a year; the church,
whose purpose is the cross and whose desti-
nation is heaven, did not say that I have lost
my right; it lived by teaching its servants to
consider suffering and bearing the cross as an

honor.

Fathers, who received the leadership role of
the past generations, while looking ahead with
spiritual insight, carried out development ac-
tivities that provided comprehensive services
to the community. While Ethiopia was gov-
erned by a royal administrative system, they
built a building named “Tsirha Menilek” in the
area called Piazza in Addis Ababa, which has

become one of the city’s existing symbols.
Beloved children in the Holy Spirit!

Although this “Tsirha Menilek” was one of
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the buildings that was demolished due to
development of the road corridor in Addis
Ababa, the city administration kept its prom-
ise and rebuild it with such quality in a sho
period of time at its own expense. We express
our great joy for being able to take possession
of our church building today, which was built
in a very high standard and beauty. We would
like to thank the Honorable Mayor of Addis
Ababa City Administration, Adanech Abiebie,
and her colleagues in the name of our Holy
Church for their work that will be remembered

in history.

Finally, this building, which starts work with a
blessing will support our Church in its mission
of evangelization. It also supports the coun-
try’s economy. The hardworking children of
our church have done their part and are still
working tirelessly to leave their history. rec-
ognizing that it is a place with a glorious his-
tory, like a city founded on a mountain, and is
being given appropriate protection; we convey
our fatherly message in the name of God that
the relevant stakeholders make the necessary
efforts so that it can be passed on from gener-

ation to generation.

May God bless Ethiopia and its people!!

Praise be to God!!! Amen.

Abba Mathias I
Patriarch of Ethiopia, Archbishop of Axum

Echegie of the See of St. Teklehaimanot
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Mesgsage of General Manager
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"When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth”
< Prover6.11:10

¢

Congratulations to all of you who are present In goodness, there is truth, justice, and determi-
at this, multifaceted and meaningful building nation. King Solomon, who given wisdom and
inauguration and handover program! understanding by God, linked development,
which makes a country happy, with righteous-

When time for work, a source of wealth,

knowledge, and energy come together, there is ness. In the words of the wise Solomon, righ-

a result. Wherever there is sincerity, diligence, teousness is truth and justice. The righteous

and determination, there is success in work. are those who do their work with truth, peace,

honesty, love, and respect, far from deceit and

Development is the result of good intentions. i . ‘ :
deceit. The righteous are truthful, impartial,




Mesgsage of General Manager

and diligent. We are being taught that the de-
velopment of these people benefits a country
or a city. The wise Solomon said in this same
chapter “By the blessing of the upright the city
is exalted, but it is overthrown by the mouth of
the wicked.” (Proverbs 11:11). The mouth of
the wicked is a person who lacks virtue, who
always produces only evil, who is filled with
gossip and vain judgment. In this, the country
or the city will perish, not prosper.

This building, which has caused us to gather
in this situation today, represents all the ideas
that have arisen from virtue. It is the result of
truth, justice, partnership, respect, and hones-
ty. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
has a long history of development coopera-
tion and partnership. There are many devel-
opment foundations throughout Ethiopia that
testify to this and that were developed in the
past, just like our city. Today, our church has
clearly shown its development cooperation for
the works that have been done and are being
done by the government and the city admin-
istration to transform our city to a better level
and service provision. The city administration
has also held discussions and consultations
with the relevant administrative bodies of our
church regarding each church property. We
have been given replacement sites for the ar-
eas that have been developed, for the demol-
ished buildings and other places in a fair and
honest manner. This building we are in today
is a testament to this. The building that was
in this place was built in a way that suits the
area, completely at the expense of the city ad-
ministration, in a short time and we are about
to take it over.

On this occasion, we would like to express our
deepest gratitude to the Mayor of Addis Ababa
City Administration, Mrs. Adanech Abiebie,
and all the stakeholders of the city administra-
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tion on behalf of our church. May God bl
you all for your efforts, for you have invested
your time, energy, and resources in the church
and have brought forth such fruits of sincerity
and justice.

Earlier, in our introduction, we said that this
building has many meanings. Indeed, this
building has become a symbol of our develop-
ment partnership, a testament to the fairness
of the administration, and a reminder of the
status of our future work. A vast development
work awaits us. We are now at a time when
our church has fully risen to its potential for
development. As our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ taught us in Matthew 24:18, “Neither
let him in the field return back to take his
clothes.” we are now in the field, holding the
reins and not going back to pick up what we
left behind. Therefore, this building, which is
the result of true work, serves as an example
of timely work. It also serves as the basis for
the cooperation and support we need.

As it is known, the gospel of Christ, which is
the teaching of our church, is peace. Peace cre-
ates favorable conditions for our work. There-
fore, as the psalmist David said, “Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that
love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and pros-
perity within thy places.” (122:6) We firmly
hold on to our development work, praying for
our God loving country Ethiopia, may God to
grant it perfect peace throughout the ages.

Once again, we thank the Honorable Mrs.
Adanech Abiebie, Mayor of Addis Ababa City
Administration.

May The Peace of God be with us all!

Abba Sawiros

General Manager of Patriarchate Head Of-
fice and Archbishop of South-West Shewa and
Sheger City Dioceses.

N
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Megsage of Secretary General of the Holy Synod

“Progperity within your palaces’

\

Among the buildings that generate income in
our ancient and glorious home, the building
that our ancestors built and preserved for us
is the one commonly known as the Mahmud
Muzeqa Bet (Tserha Menelik).

This building has been rented out for many
years as a source of income for the church.
Following the corridor development carried
out by our city administration, the building
had to be demolished because a road passes
through the site. The building was demolished
and a new building was built at the expense of
the city administration within a year and hand-
ed over to the church. As promised, the new
building was built and inaugurated today in
the presence of His Holiness Abune Mathias
I, Patriarch of Ethiopia, Archbishop of Axum,
Echege of the See of St. Teklehaymanot and
His Excellency Mayor Adanech Abebe.

This building, which had been in use for cen-
turies, was demolished and rebuilt in a very
modern way in a short time at the expense of
the city administration. The building that is
now occupied by the church has been con-
structed to have a parking lot that can accom-
modate many vehicles, which will solve the
parking issues in the area. In addition, it will
create an opportunity for those who come to
the shopping center to get enough parking, and
it is believed that the integration of the build-

ing into the business will be of a great benefit.
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Pgsalms 122:7

The Holy Church highly appreciates the fact
that the building that was demolished due to
development and rebuilt in a modern way was
rebuilt with great celerity and quality within
a year, as promised that confirms the city ad-
ministration’s commitment to working with

the church in the development sector.

On the other hand, the Holy Church expresses
its deep gratitude for the city administration,
which, when the church houses in the Piazza
area and at different distances were demol-
ished due to development, brought our prop-
erties together in one place along with a title
deed. It also welcomed our tenants who were
renting our church houses, whose houses were
demolished due to development, and provided

them with housing.

Our church always prays for the success of the
work of our city administration, the Mayor of
our city, Adanech Abebe, and we will contin-
ue to work collaboratively with the city ad-
ministration in the areas of development and

peace in the future.

Glory Be to God

Abba Dioscoros

General Secretary of the Holy Synod
Archbishop of the Tigray and Raya Dioceses

N
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Since the Addis Ababa City Administration
began its efforts to make Addis Ababa new
and beautiful, the development works it has
been carrying out have been praised not only
by its residents who live in the city and wit-
ness its daily changes, but also by those living
abroad. In other words, it would be a shame
not to testify that the development work has
impressed and amazed even those who are not
familiar with it, and even if we cannot testify,
the development works themselves have be-
gun to speak out. Extremely, what can be said
other than praising it and saying, “It is won-
derful” and proving how much can be done
when there is a committed leadership, but also
urging the government to be strong, vigorous,

and courageous?

Developing the city through government and church

The reason we are raising this appreciation
for our city administration is that a year ago,
when old houses were being demolished to de-
velop the Piazza and its surroundings, activists
claiming to be Orthodoxy social media influ-
encers were provoking the people by saying,
“Church houses have been demolished, the
church has chosen to be silent, the fathers who
lead the church are historically responsible,”
etc., and it was heard that a building common-
ly known as Muhamed Muzak Bet (Tsriha
Menelik) was being demolished. The wise and
the ignorant, the politician and the intellectu-
al of this time used the media opportunity to
attack the church and the government. They
provoked many by portraying the government

and the church as destroyers of history. Incor-




Developing the city through government and church

rectly, they deceived a few innocent people
due to the matter of time. The agitation of the
time, especially those who were not able to
cope with development, created an opportuni-
ty for them to stand together and express their
anti-development stance using the church as a

reason.

As this situation is taking an unnecessary turn
and by informing the church of the reality that
is happening, it was decided that our city ad-
ministration, at the invitation of Honorable
Mayor Adanech Abebe, and the members of
the Permanent Holy Synod at the time, lead-
ing by His Grace Abune Abraham, the Gen-
eral Manager, would conduct a field visit to
inspect the development work and decide on
the need to demolish the building was men-

tioned above.

After the Mayor and the members of the Per-
manent Holy Synod at the time conducted a
field wvisit, it was decided that the demolition
of the building would be carried out because
the main road from Churchill Street runs par-
allel to the building and leads to the Adwa Me-
morial, and if the building is not demolished,
it will not be possible to build the road. The
members of the Permanent Holy Synod, who
realized that the building was indeed an obsta-
cle to the development of the road, informed
the Mayor that they would submit the request
to the Permanent Holy Synod for a decision.
However, they stated that the demolition of
the building would have an impact on the
church’s income and that our church did not
have the budget to build a new building. The
Mayor promised that the city administration

would build a modern building with a parking
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lot not far from the building and hand it o

within a year at its own expense.

The Blessed Fathers who attended the field
visit also said that they would present the i1s
sue to the Permanent Holy Synod and that a
decision would be made soon, and they part-
ed ways with the Honorable Mayor. In a short
time, the issue was brought to the attention of
the Permanent Holy Synod, and after discuss-
ing the reasons for the city administration’s
decision to demolish the building, thy decid-
ed to demolish the building in accordance
with its promise. Following the decision, the
politician and Orthodoxy activists, who had
previously launched a campaign with polit-
ical significance following the demolition of
the Piazza area and Tsriha Menelik building,
became even more agitated. They continued
their campaign by portraying the government
as a destroyer of history and the Synod as a
seller of history.

Following this decision of the Permanent
Holy Synod, the opposition began to disman-
tle the building based on the explanation giv-
en by the Public Relations Department of the
patriarchate. However, the city administration,
honoring its promise, demolished the building
and, without delay, on April 21, 2016, His Ho-
liness Abune Mathias I, Patriarch of Ethiopia,
Archbishop of Axum and See of the St. Tekle-
haimanot, and Honorable Mayor Adanech
Abebe were present to place the foundation

stone.

This insatiable group of people who hate de-
velopment and change continued to make

noise. It doesn’t work, they are being de-
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Developing the city through government and church
ved, it is a lie; they did not stop saying that it is not working. But as the months passed,

hen the construction work started to go up, they said that they were doing it for themselves,

aken over and administered. As well as its closure, behold, the day arrived for the inauguration:

‘and they did not believe it. However, the construction work was completed and the church was

On the other hand, when we look at what ben-
efits the corridor development has brought to
the church, we see that the city administration
has created an opportunity for the small prop-
erties that are managed by the Housing and
Buildings Administration and Development
Organization and are scattered in different lo-
cations to be brought together in one place,
have their ownership title deed drawn up, and
be included in development, which has been

of a great benefit to the church.

The legacy of the corridor development is not
only this, but also the fact that the tenants of
church houses whose houses were demolished
due to the corridor development were given
replacement houses by the city administration,
similar to the tenants of government houses.
This opportunity is praiseworthy because the
government has given such a good idea. How-
ever, if the church were to provide replace-

ment houses to those whose houses were de-

molished, where would they get them from? It

is highly commendable that the city adminis-
tration has been given a timely response to the

question.

In conclusion, we express our heartfelt grat-
itude on behalf of our Holy Orthodox Tewa-
hedo Church for the Addis Ababa City Ad-
ministration, especially the Honorable Mayor
Adanech Abebe, who kept their word by con-
structing the building at the expense of the
city administration and handing it over to our
church, and for providing government hous-
ing to the tenants of our church whose houses
were demolished due to the development. We
are confident that they will continue to work
closely with our church in the future in coop-

eration with the development.

His Grace Abune Sawiros, the General Mana-
jor of the Patriarchate, Archbishop of South-

west Shewa and Sheger dioceses, in his first
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meeting with the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewa-
hedo Church Administrative Council, said,
“When we say we should work together and
in harmony with the government, we do not
mean that we should work as government cad-
res. The government has more than enough
cadres, even if we want them, they do not
want us.” The message he conveyed is correct
because when we can work together and in
harmony, it will enable us to build other build-
ings like the one we are inaugurating today.
Our cooperation with the government in the
areas of peace and development must continue
to be strengthened. And since the church has a
lot to lose by not working collaboratively with
the government, as His Grace our General
Manajor said, we will continue to strengthen
the process of working together that we have

begun, understanding that working together is
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beneficial for us.

Here, the efforts of our church for many years
to return the building located at Arat Kilo,
commonly known as the Twins, built by th
martyr Patriarch His Holiness Abune The-
ophilos, were unsuccessful, but with the good
will and political decision of His Excellency
Dr. Abiy Ahmed were returned to the church.
This confirms the respect that the govern-
ment has for the church and the cooperation
it has shown in working together. In addition,
the sacrifices made by His Excellency Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed to unite the divided
church will not only be remembered in histo-
ry, but also confirm the reality of what he said,
“The church is the country.” In order to ensure
that the church is a country, it is necessary to

work collaboratively with the government in

areas of development and peace.
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Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, along
with expanding and strengthening her spiritual
mission, has made and continues to make her
expected contribution to nation-building and
major projects being carried out at the national
level. Our church, which is interested in the
development and progress of the country and
is concerned about the problems arising from
social crises, has not only made her expect-
ed contribution to solving problems, but has

also performed commendable work on many

Corvidor development, urban Renewal Vs church

Corridor development, urban

P v

By Megabe Daymanot, Getabalaw Admasu
Head of the Media and Publications Division at
the Public Relations Department

national and social issues.

During this time, our Mother and Holly
Church has fulfilled her social responsibility
by being a leading participant in the devel-
opment process and in the corridor as well as
urban development sectors alongside prayer,
evangelism, and evangelization.  She will

continue to strengthen this role in the future.

Currently, our mother land Ethiopia is carry-

ing out corridor and riverside development
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projects in various regional cities, starting
from our capital Addis Ababa. the church has
accepted this development idea positively and
playing her part as a partner and owner of the
development by allowing the demolition of
houses that were previously used as a source

of income for the purpose of the work.

Although some people seem to be critical of
the idea and others supportive, the church,
thinking about the future, takes the lion’s
share in supporting its development, even de-
molishing every shop that provides her with

daily income.

Indeed, the development has raised many
questions among many people. While those
who were the main initiators of the develop-
ment saw the corridor development in terms

of enriching the city, others have tried to see it

in terms of rebuilding or building a new city.
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The church has been using it for centuri
recognizing that it is an obligation for a com-
munity to open a transportation route with-
out the country’s leaders becoming leaders
without the country being built as a nation.
The Church believes that roads are necessary
to help people get to where they want to go
in a straight and direct path. Not just the way
we walk, but the way of teaching that guides
people to understand God’s thoughts is called
“the way.” For example, it has been teaching
for centuries, listing the ways of interpreta-
tion, the way of poetry, the way of heaven, the
way of righteousness, and other types of ways.
Therefore, telling the church about this corri-
dor development is like telling the story about
funeral ceremony for the gravedigger. Having
discussed this as an introduction, we will try

to clarify it by raising the following topics




in Cbhurch

What is Corridor Development?

To understand what corridor development is,
it is enough to read the comments made by
arious news outlets since the project is be-
gan, without needing a dictionary definition.
For example, during an interview conducts
. with the Ethiopian News Service, Prime Min-

ister Dr. Abiy Ahmed explained the meaning
of corridor development, saying, “Corridor
development means building a city that suits
Ethiopia. Corridor development is a develop-
ment that is linked to urbanization. In addition
to building wide roads, corridor development
is a development that includes sports fields and
pedestrian paths where children can play foot-
ball.” When the Prime Minister announced the
completion of the first corridor development
and launched the second round, he said, “The
main goal of corridor development is to pre-
pare the people for the future and prepare the
future for the people. We are not prisoners of
our problems, but travelers of our vision.” He
explained that the essence of corridor devel-
opment is not only to repair the asphalt, but
also to build a mind that accepts the future and
to build a city for the next generation. There-
fore, we can interpret corridor development
as creating wide roads, creating gyms where
young people can exercise, and awakening the

consciousness of the community.

Although our Holy Church has many implica-
tions regarding the way, we will try to high-
light the following three concepts.

1. Ways in the Heaven
The Great Book of Life that is Bible tells us

that when man sinned against God and de-
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scended from heaven to earth, God closed the
way to the tree of life with a flaming sword so
that he could not eat and be renewed, and it is
explained that man failed to be renewed be-
cause of he lost his way. It is also written that
in order for man to gain life again, he can find
spiritual renewal by believing in Jesus Christ,
the faithful tree of life, and by living the way.
Since our path was blocked by cherubim so
that we could not find the tree of life because
of our sins, God sent his only begotten Son
and made him the tree of life for us, “If we eat
again, we will eat from the tree of life” so that
we can eat from the tree of life a second time.
If God had not brought to us the tree of life,
we would have been lifeless because the path
to life was blocked by a flaming sword. “And
he drove out the man, and placed at the east
of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flam-
ing sword which turned every way to guard
the way to the tree of life.” It is worth noting
that Genesis 3:24 is a good example. From
this we learn that a path to life and peace is
essential. Anyone who wants to live a simple
life needs a wide, comfortable, and safe path.
The church believes that a path to heaven is
not only necessary for humans, but also for the
earth, because it teaches that “the path and the

gateway to the Father, whom is Jesus Christ.”
2. Ways on earth

The Gospel of John, beginning in chapter
5, verse 1, records that the baptismal font at
the site of Bethsaida had one font and five
aisles. “Now there was in Jerusalem by the
Sheep Gate a pool, which in Hebrew is called
Bethsaida, and it had five aisles. The Church

believes that roads are not only a means of
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getting to heaven, but also a means of get-
ting from one place to another. Although the
width and narrowness of the road varied, the
importance of the road is not in question. In
the passage above, the pool in Jerusalem had
five aisles, where the people would line up and
the priests would perform various activities.
Although this is not the only reason for their
width, it is clear that the fact that there were
five aisles for one baptismal font was a seri-
ous matter. Of course, there were many differ-
ent roads described in the Bible. For example,
when God freed his people from the oppres-
sive Egyptians, he made a desert road, and led
them through the Red Sea, and we can see how
important roads are. The atrocities committed
in Jerusalem We know that Luke and Cleop-
as, who were desperate to flee, were walking
the Emmaus road to escape their fear. From
this we can understand that even if we flee, we
must take a path to live. Although we cannot
explain everything that is revealed in the Bible
in general, it is good to look at the apostolic
mission of the apostles to conclude this idea.
The instruction given to the holy apostles after
they completed their gospel teaching is “Go
forth and preach the gospel to all creation.”
So, although it is known that there is no way
to go out and preach the gospel, the apostles
chose the path that suited them and fulfilled

their mission.
3. Ways of intellect

The mind is the path that scholars and intellec-
tuals follow who seek knowledge for the inno-
vating. When the Church classifies her teach-
ings, she names the ways of poetry, the ways

of interpretation, and other such ideas as paths
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or ways. She often advises for her children

follow these paths or ways.

In the Collider development, is the Church

a Geneficiary or a victim?

When there is an activity, there will be some-
one who benefits or harms. With this in mind,
we planned to ask the housing and building
management organizations that are directly
involved in the matter. In the information ex-
change we were able to obtain the following

information.

Number of houses demolighied due to corri-
dor development

In the first round number of living house...61
Number of commercial houses ...78

In the second round number of living house
...66

Number of commercial houses ...12

Among the demolished houses, the former
Addis Ababa Diocese and the building com-
monly known as Mahmud Building or Tsirha

Menelik are included.

The number of houses demolished due to the
first and second corridor development was
217 and of them only 92 were rented as “A”,
“B”, and “C” and had house numbers as well

as have legal documents.
Regarding compensation paid and unpaid

In Arada Sub-City Woreda One and Wore-
da nine, the number of demolished houses
is 135. The compensation received from the
demolished houses due to road expansion is

not for the houses but for the houses that were
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olished, and the compensation amount is

Birr 2,876,394.68. Replacement land has been
handed over in the first stage, 6000 square me-
ers in Arat Kilo area, Arada Sub-City Wore-
da 9, and 1,686.16 in Piazza area, totaling
7686.16 square meters.

. In Gulele Woreda 1 and 3, out of the 12 de-

molished houses, 3 houses were handed over
with compensation of Birr 10,050,482.37.

We have informed that the request for com-
pensation and replacement land for the demol-
ished houses has been submitted to the relevant
body and is being monitored. Then we asked
what the benefits and harms were happens to
the church due to the corridor development?
The organization stated that since the houses
were demolished due to the development, the
rental income that we receive from them was
1,118,331.70 birr per month or 14,199,980.70
birr per year. In the first round, and 33,348.32
birr per month or 400,131.84 birr per year, in
the second round, 14,600,112.15 birr per year.
However, we explained that the benefits out-
weigh the harms when compared to the rent
that would be gain from we built on the land
that we acquired as replacement and the city
administration built B+G+4. Furthermore, the
organization believes that this corridor devel-
opment is comes for the benefit of the church.
The reason is that, according to the organiza-
tion’s plan, the church sites located in different
locations are being designed in one place and
it is a great advantage to have these scattered
sites gathered in one place in a way that is con-

venient for construction.

On the other hand, due to the corridor de-
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velopment, the churches that were built with
the congregation in mind are experiencing a
shortage of users. For example, the leadership
of the Gibi Gabriel Church Sunday School,
who spoke to Mahare Kidusan TV, said that
the number of children and middle-aged Sun-
day school members has decreased because
the congregations living in the Kasanchi area
have changed their addresses due to the urban

development.

In the meantime, we firmly believe that the
corridor development has many benefits and
that the issues we saw as problems due to the

urban development will soon be resolved.
Summary

In general, our Holy Church does not see the
road in one way, but believes that it needs a
way for each of us, including all those who

walk with conscience, mind and foot.

Therefore, Collider Development strongly be-
lieves by the Church, because of that a genera-
tion without roads will not get anywhere. The
Church believes that building roads and build-
ing fitness centers will help the generation to
be active and strong, and it is a partner in all
the activities of the country in a self-sufficient
manner. Of course, in this situation, all the
sources of income that support her servants
may be affected. But as long as its existence is
not threatened, it supports the development of

its citizens.

“After this message has been read among
you, Rave it read also in the Laodicean com-

munity; read the message from Laodicea.

Colosgians 4:16




