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Celebration of the Holy Cross (Demera) In Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was born
of the Holy Virgin Mary to save mankind
from the curse he fell into and was crucified
on the cross at the age of 33. We were healed
by His stripes (1Pet. 2:24). He also went and
preached into the spirits in prison; (1 Pet.
3:19). All mankind has been completely freed
from the slavery of the devil. And in order to
make peace, he killed the enemy on the cross
and reconciled people and nations to God
Himself. (Eph. 2:16). After the crucifixion of
our Lord, the cross, which was used only for
people who had committed serious crimes,

became a symbol of salvation.

After that time, because the cross on which
the Lord was crucified was performing mira-
cles, the Jews decided to hide the cross from
people’s eyes. They dug a hole and buried
it. They made the place where the cross was
buried a garbage dump and storage for about
three centuries. Although the Jews were able
to temporarily hide the cross from their eyes,
they could not remove it from the hearts of

Christians.

After three centuries, Queen Eleni went to Je-
rusalem to retrieve the cross of our Lord from
its burial place. When she arrived, she asked
someone to show her where the cross was bur-

ied, and an old man named Kyriakos point-

ed her to the hill side of Golgotha. However,
it was difficult to identify which of the three

mountains in the area the cross was located in.

Queen Eleni, with the help of God’s angel
to identify which of the three mountains the
cross was buried in, prayed by preparing bon-
fire and adding a lot of incense and burning it.
The smoke of the incense went up to the sky
and came straight back, landing on the moun-
tain where the cross was. The smoke bowed
down indicating at the exact place where the
cross was. Saint Jared chanted saying ‘the
smoke bowed’. Then on September 26, she

ordered the excavation to begin.

After seven months of digging, three cross-
es were found together on March 17. Since it
was difficult to identify the cross on which our
Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. They took the
crosses and placed them in turn on the body of
a dead person. The cross on which our Lord
was crucified on Good Friday and which was
sanctified by the shedding of His blood was
able to perform a miracle by resurrecting the

dead person.

Eleni and all the Christians bowed before the
cross. When all the Christians in every coun-
try heard about the presence of the cross, they
lit lamps and made their joy known to the

world. Ever since Queen Eleni built a temple

o,

3K Marvel is the teaching of the Doly Cross

O \:ZEX*




Marvel is the teaching of the Doly Cross e
A0S

for the cross, Christians have been celebrating

the cross on September 27.

Demera festival is one of the public festivals
celebrated with great splendor in the Ethiopi-
an Orthodox Tewahedo Church in memory of
the finding of the true cross. This great festival
has been celebrated every year with its spiritu-
al and cultural value being preserved, becom-
ing more beautiful and bright. In addition to
its spiritual blessings, it has become a tourist
attraction for our country and is attended by
many foreign visitors every year. This very at-
tractive and passionate festival has played and
continues to play a significant role in earning
foreign currency for our country and the ex-
pansion of the smokeless industry. Moreover,
the festival is registered by UNESCO as one
of the intangible heritages of the world.

Our Holy Orthodox Tewahedo Church has
been able to make this international heritage
spiritual and cultural festival to be celebrated
every year with splendor and various events at
the institutional level. In order for the festival
to be successful, beautiful and effective every
year, by organizing and implementing various
committees at the Patriarchate head office lev-
el, making it bright and beautiful through the
spiritual events held by the alliance of priests,
youth and the faithful contributed significantly

to the festival gaining international attention.

On the other hand, by analyzing the spiritu-
al and cultural values and events of the Holy
Cross (Demera) festival, our church prepares
and distributes magazine in Amharic and En-
glish. In such way out church is creating an

opportunity of information to easily reach into
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international institutions. In addition to this,
in the field of electronic media, the church
began to distribute messages that explore the
universal content of the festival. This also can
be mentioned as another manifestation and
demonstration of the success, brilliance. Such
activities show the nature and beauty of the
festival and create an opportunity for people
all over the world to easily understand the es-
sence of the festival, the system and process

of celebration.

In 2024 A.D., as usual for the celebration of
the Holy Cross (Demera) festival, our church
prepared articles that explain the spirituality of
the festival and give lessons through its schol-
ars. It is seen as a continuous work to create an
opportunity especially for the new generation
to have enough information and knowledge.
The selected articles available to readers and
even researchers are found interesting. This
magazine is also distributed through the dig-
ital communication methods and found on the

church’s website.

We are reminding everyone to do their part to
ensure that the public holidays of our church
continue to be celebrated in the usual colorful
way. As we present this special edition of the
2024 magazine, which is prepared for the cel-
ebration of the Holy Cross (Demera), we wish

you a pleasant reading.

May God allow us to celebrate this festival of

love, blessings and harmony!

L.S. Eskindir GebreKristos
Head of EOTC Public Relations Department
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit one God Amen!

For the preaching of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the power of God.

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who saved
us by the power of the cross from the debt of
sin, brought us all of you to the 2024 feast of
the Holy Cross peacefully!

By the time, our Lord revealed in this world,
the philosophy of the Greeks was widespread
in the Middle East, North Africa, and Europe.
This culture and philosophy of the Greeks re-
lied on the materialistic knowledge and it was
founded on the visible matter. When this kind
of thinking was deeply rooted, the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, appeared in this world by spiri-
tual power. When he was present among men,
drowning demons into the depth of the ground,
healing those with various diseases and sick-
nesses, raising the dead, and showing many
miracles and wonders; it was not by material
power, but by spiritual power. Thus, these two
powers, known at the time as material power
and spiritual power in the world, were at odds
with each other: the world relied on material
power and sought the one that would crush,
with weapons of the world, while the spiritu-
al power derived from the divine power that

was more than material power was engaged to

(1st Corinthians 1:18)

save the whole life of man. These powers were
not compatible because their origins and back-
grounds differed, and the Greeks, who relied
on the wisdom or philosophy of this world,
when they heard the words of the cross, re-
garded it as both foolishness and weakness;
The Son of God appeared in this world in the
flesh, and died on the cross as a ransom in our
place in the flesh that he united, and by his
death he saved us from the subtle recompense
of sin, because the material saw it as foolish-
ness and weakness, and for a time the preach-

ing of the cross was complex for them.

The apostle saint Paul contrasts the fate of
both by saying that the preaching of the cross
is the destruction for those who think it is fool-
ishness finally, and on the other hand, it is sal-
vation for those who believe that the preach-
ing of the cross is the power of God to save
man. The difference between these two pow-
ers emerged as a result of diverge perceptions;
the physical world is limited by the material
elements, there is no one who knows about the
spiritual world and they are not motivated to

know it, and on the other hand, for those who
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understand the existence of the spiritual world
beyond the material world and has sustained
the vital power of spirituality. Therefore, the
difference is made in that they teach that man
attains lasting salvation not by material power,
but by spiritual power. In this sense, the main
focus of the problem was whether or not to
know or believe in the existence or absence
of spiritual power; this notion has cracked the
notion of the world even today. However, for
a sincere person who understands with a clear
conscience, and likewise with a deep mind,
the truth is not far and far away. For the cre-
ation testifies that the world is not governed
by the material and visible world that appears,
but by the invisible and great spiritual pow-
er. Our conscience testifies to us that it is the
spiritual force, not the material force, that has
the full answer to all the material and spiritu-
al activities that take place in the world. The
Feast of the Holy Cross, which we celebrate
today with a exuberant religious ceremony, is
also the result of the conflict between the two
parts, which we have mentioned above. While
the spiritual human being sang the praises of
the enduring power of salvation attained on
the cross, saying that he had no other pride to
say that he would be saved from sin except
by the cross, the material world was uncom-
fortable, and it was not his choice than to
simply watch. Therefore, he moved with all
his means, and removed the cross from the
surface, and buried the cross, hoping that the
preaching and faith which were founded upon

the cross would not be raised or restored; and
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although the material world buried the cross,

they could not bury the preaching and mean-
ing of the cross. For the meaning of the cross
is not material but spiritual, not external but
internal, not earthly but heavenly, not human
but divine, not temporal but eternal. Conse-
quently, even though the cross was buried by
the material world, it could not be forgotten
because the meaning that the Cross has car-
ried was recorded and inside the memory of
the human mind. In the process, the unburied
promise of the cross ignited the power of faith
in Queen Eleni’s mind, bringing the buried
cross out of a deep sepulcher on this day, thus
securing its victory. Today’s celebration is a
reminder of God’s power and our faith in Him.
For though the cross is powerful and victori-
ous, it defeats both the invisible or intangible
and the carnal enemy not as a material force,
but by truth and peace, by conscience and per-
suasion. Today, behold, the Holy Cross, was
able to be discovered from the pit where it was
buried with the indication of the incense, by

the will and power of God.

The preaching of the cross has stile opposers
and antagonistic powers even today. Today,
there are many people who turn their backs
against the meaning and preaching of the
cross. As a result, the fear, the anxiety, the lack
of trust in the conflict are more prevalent than
ever in the world, and our country could not
be more different from this fact. Although we
celebrate the feast of the cross with a unique
ceremony, unlike any other country in the

world, the peace of the cross is not being im-
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plemented in our country and in our people, and the message to remember it is not being heard.
The meaning and the preaching of the cross means that people enjoy complete security in their
souls and bodies; the word of the cross means that people’s religious freedom is respected and
their human right to life is protected. The word of the cross means that people should live in this
land in equal cooperation, helping each other, in a just distribution of wealth, in peace, in love,
in harmony. The word of the cross means that human life is not limited to this world, and in the
eternal spiritual realm, life continues steadily, so fear God and submit to him. The preachings of
the cross means that you will be washed by His Holy blood and enter into the kingdom of God,
for through the blood shed on the cross of Jesus Christ the hope of salvation has been opened to
you. If the world had accepted this preaching of the Cross, all the threats that were constantly
looming would have no place. And now the main message we would like to convey in the name
of the cross, is to say, let us receive it, as the preachings of the cross treats us all with equality
and love. For all the concerns of the world can only be addressed by the preaching and meaning
of the Cross.

God Bless the Celebration of the Holy Cross for us!
God Bless Ethiopian and Ethiopians

Glory be to the Almighty God! Amen

Abba Matthias 1.

Patriarch of Ethiopia Archbishop of Axum,
Echegue of the See of St. TekleHaimanot
September 26, 2024, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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“Whosoever will come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross, and follow me.”

The cross is not only a thing which is venerat-
ed once in a year in Ethiopian Orthodox Tewa-
hedo Church, but it is our sacred tool to rebuke
evil spirits and bless ourselves every day. The
cross is glorified by the blood of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. In another sense, the cross
is a sacred thing by which hatred is removed,

enemy is fallen, and peace is proclaimed. The

B2

(Mar. 8+34)

cross is the throne of our savior Jesus Christ,
on which justice prevailed, the distant brought
near, prophecy was fulfilled, the truth was seen
and revealed, the freedom of mankind was

proclaimed.

Therefore, since “the preaching of the cross

is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us
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which are saved it is the power of God” (1st
Cor. 1+18). And as St. Yared said, “The cross is
our strength, our refuge and our glory;” loyalist
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Christi-
anity faith kept and fulfilled the divine com-

mand and instruction that says; “Whosoever
will come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross, and follow me” They ful-
filled it not only in words but also in deeds. In
times of suffering and in times of joy, they did
not fear the kings and nobles. They carried the
cross, denied themselves and preached in ev-
ery square saying: “we preach the Christ cru-
cified” After their suffering, they proved the
power of the cross and the victory found on

the cross in every direction of the world.

Even today, when we celebrate the annual feast
of the Holy Cross, we should be remembering
the injustice that the world has done to the
Holy Cross. Because the army of the world has
tried its best so that the veneration of the name
of the cross is lost; But it failed. However, the
world has not given up hope even today. Its
hatred of the cross did not end yet. The world
uses its writers and actors to fabricate a sto-
ry that doesn’t exist. It also shows foolishness
in the name of wisdom. This proves to us that
“the preaching of the cross is to them that per-
ish foolishness.” No matter what can be said,
there is no greater history and wisdom than
the history of the cross and the wisdom of the

Cross.

The cross remained the same after it passed
many. It will also remain the same in the fu-
ture. On this day, our Holy Church remem-
bers those Saints like St. Eleni who, while in

the world, whom the world did not subjugate
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and did not conquer them. They persevered in
the love of the cross, carried the cross, crossed
borders and reached to the place where the
cross was buried, falsified the false narrative,
removed the filth and dirt, and made the cross
visible to the world. They never feel tired of
carrying the cross. The owner of the cross
honored them with the cross and gave them
eternal rest both in body and soul. The Holy
Church also remembers them by conducting
their memorial. The Church also pleads for

their intercession.

Therefore, in this world where there is a lot of
ups and downs, war, lamentation, hatred and
division. Our God and Savior Jesus Christ has
called all of us Christians, by saying, “Take up
the cross and follow Me”” to carry the cross and
follow Him, to the place where eternal rest is
found; and the call is voluntary. The call says is,

“Whosoever will come after me, let him deny

himself”

Therefore, let’s carry the cross and live stead-
fastly in our orthodox Tewahedo faith. The
cross is where peace is proclaimed, so let’s ask
God to give peace to our country Ethiopia to-
day through the cross. Like today; May God

allow us to approach the coming year in peace.

Abba Abraham

General Manager of EOTC Patriarchate Head
Office, Archbishop of Bahir Dar and North

Gojam Dioceses
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“He was ashamed of his counsel, and was persecut-

ed by the cross he had erected”
(St. Yared)

Megabie Brehanat Abba Tekleared Gorgorios
Deputy Secretary-General of the Holy Synod

The Holy Scriptures clearly tell us that the human generation, who was created as the governor
of all creation, who was lining in the comfortable place that surrounded the tree of life, was

temporarily departed from the way of life that God had prepared for him, and brought death
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upon himself, and lost his inheritance. (Gen.
2+7; Gen. 1+13-17; Romans 3+11-12)

Satan, who was called the morning star,
claimed, “I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God, and I will be like the Most High”
and after he had been cast out of the sovereign
glory, the company of angels, from heaven to
earth, the result of his counsel to hurt man for
the sin into which he had fallen, though he led
Adam and Eve to death, serpents and earth
to curses, but the end of man was not to fail
as it happened to him/Satan. Isa 14:12, Luke
10:18; Jude 1:6)

The counsel of the enemy, which did not ben-
efit himself or anyone else, was numerous in
its type, but the purpose was harmful, and the
hope of salvation was given to Adam, who was
transformed into good by the unfathomable
and supernatural counsel of the God, which
endures forever; and who knew all the hidden
evils and who reveals his judgment. This tes-
timony of the Scriptures, will be demonstrated

briefly in the following sub-headings:

1. The Promise granted for Eternal
Life:

Though a man’s life is hindered by sin by
transgression of the divine law, the unrigh-
teousness of the stumbling (Satan) descended
on his head in the early time, this happened
as a result of God’s love for man, and the
evil counsel was smashed and Adam who hid
naked and terrified in the trees of Eden was
needed. (Gen. 3+8; Ps. 7+16)

The devil, who speaks lies from himself, de-
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ceives the whole world, and is, thinking that
Adam who was created as the ruler of all cre-
ation will be destroyed forever, and will be
forgotten and no one will look for him, nobody
will ask “Where he is?” advised evil counsel
and caused him to fall, However, in the end it
was already revealed that he was a glorious
creature whom God seeks in His wonderful

mercy and will never forget Adam. (Jn 8:44)

God, who is mighty in his works, who by his
unchanging eternal faithfulness upholds his
good counsel, said, “Behold, Adam where are
you?” the search for the lost man was a deep
love that ended with a short phrase in which he
expressed his honor and compassion for man
through his promise, heralded the salvation of
man. (Gen. 3+15; Romans 1+20)

Adam heard the divine judgment with the
promise salvation in his own ears, under the
curse of a stripped self, that death would be
overcome by the crushing of the serpent’s
head, since the promise of eternal life was giv-
en to man by the amazing love of God. (Gen
3+15)

This hope heralded on the day of his fall was
that salvation anticipated and the foundation
for the manifestation of God’s power and mer-
cy, and that at the end of the days he would be
filled with joy and peace, the God of promise,
Christ, who would succeed him in his place
and die a redemptive death. (1 Cor. 15+3)

Satan’s counsel has been dismantled from the
very beginning, as evidenced by the words of
the Creator that came out of the mouth of the
Creator, “Adam became like one of us, as if he

would not fall as his natural enemy had hoped,
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but rather gain the desired elevation of glory.”
(Gen. 3+22)

And in the fulfillment of the promise, Satan
was ashamed of his evil counsel and man had
obtained the desired glory and highness, and
that Abba Georges of Zegascha said; God had
become man and man had attained divinity,
and that the mystical counsel described in
Genesis had achieved its active fulfillment in

the latter days.

Further explaining the epistemology of this
word, which shows that the counsel of Sa-
tan who commanded death has been broken,
he says: “This is what the words of Holy
God the Father said about the Son being hu-
man. Behold, it turns out that the essence is
one with the divine,” (Book of Mystery, p.
129; Commentary of Genesis by St. John the
Chrysostom)

For God, in his nature, is respected as he did
not defame what He has glorified, foresaw
what was greater about us, by his excellent
guidance attributed all the evil counsel the cost
of transgression and enmity not against Adam,
but between the offspring of the deceiver and
the woman. (Isa. 53+6; Ps. 66+5; Heb. 11+39)

God is Just, and He is an absolute judge who
knew judgment, in order to free Adam from
the counsel of the enemy, God, according to
his own thoughts and graces, took the liabil-
ity from Adam that could not pay his debts,
and was born of a mother without a father,
and crushed the head of the serpent, then the
saying “between the seed of the woman and
the seed of the serpent.” Was fulfilled (Gen.
22-+17; Rev. 13+8; Anketse Brehan a text from
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the Daily Prayer)

Adam, who had heard what had been said of
his salvation and had yet to understand in his
hopes, called her “Eve” (Mother of the Liv-
ing) when he learned that the Virgin Mary was
from her, whom he referred to as “the woman
whom you gave to be with me.” The deceiv-
er was ashamed of the advice he had given to
Eve, not as he had hoped, the name “Mother
of all the dead was changed”

Along with this, on the day when the human
being did what he was told not to do, the dread-
ful proclamation that Thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to you; and you shall eat
the herb of the field; in the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread, till you return unto the
ground; for out of it you were taken: for you
are the dust, and unto the dust you shall re-
turn. Humanity also received the tenderness of
God, and the promise of deliverance from the
curse and death “I will save you, after being
born from your generation by my Cross and
life-giving death.” This was the proclamation
the deceitful Satan did not expect. The evil
council of Satan and his tricks was at the same
time the path to Adam’s salvation. (Gen. 3+21;
Romans 3+26, book of Clement of Rome)

It is from this time that it becomes clear that
the counsel of God is more than the work of
the enemy, and that Satan was ashamed of the
evil counsel as early as this time before the

Cross was erected.

Thus, Satan counseled many counsels of de-
struction, not only against Adam but also
against himself and those whom God calls

“my people.” (Ex. 8+1)
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2. Satan’s counsel against the cove-

nant people:

Though Satan is cunningly counseled against
those who are above carnal desires, God is
perfect in all his works, so he changes the
counsel of the enemy and does a work that is

not expected by the human mind in all ages.

Satan did not stop to destroy the human race,
when his first evil trick was failed, he then
planned to ruin Israel, the people of God. By
the time when the people of Israel came out of
Egypt, and encamped in the plains of Moab
on the other side of the Jordan in front of Jeri-
cho, And Balak the son of Zippor saw this and
he sent men to Balaam, who had been given
a curse, saying, “Curse Jacob and fight Israel

for me.”

But Balaam, who did not see evil in Jacob and
perverseness in Israel, would not change the
good that God had decreed for his people, and
Balaam, who went for the curse, caused him
to bless the people with the revelation of his
promise: “Out of Jacob shall a star shall come
forth, and out of Israel shall rise a scepter, and

take away sin.” (Romans 11+26)

Therefore, Satan counseled Balak with evil
counsel and made him import a curser, but
God remembered that seed that would bless
all nations and crush the head of the serpent,
which is the source of the curse, and he broke
the counsel of the enemy and turned the curse
into a blessing. And God, shamed Satan and
his evil counsel which he had counseled by
changing the Curser into a man that bless.”
(Num. 22+24).
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The devil, who had failed since the story of
the fall of man, had counseled evil counsel in
the hearts of the Jewish leaders, as he had been
accustomed to do, to kill his Savior, to set up a

cross upon which he was finally shamed.

3. The planting of the cross and the
eternal plan of God:

The ignorant Satan counseled the Jews in their
heart to put an end to the evil that had begun
with the serpent, but the erected cross at Gol-
gotha was God’s divine plan, since the life lost

in paradise was found on Calvary.

Therefore, when the time came for the prom-
ise to be fulfilled, the Son of God, our Lord
Jesus Christ, was crucified, being elevate from
the earth, and the evil counsel of Satan was in
vain, and the salvation which had been expect-
ed by the prophecy was fulfilled on the day
of atonement. (Gen. 3+15; 12+2-7; Lev.16;
Luke. 1+67)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, Lover of mankind, who
works all things according to the counsel of
his will, endured to carry the sin of Adam, the
sins of his children, and ascended to the cross,
and the conqueror was defeated, the hunt-
er was hunted, and was trapped. (Ephesians
1+11; Abba Giorgis of Gassicha)

Believing that there is no such thing as God’s
counsel from the side of creation taught us to
approach the throne of grace by faith, appre-
ciating the things of the cross, through which

Satan’s counsel was broken. (Heb. 4+16)

He ashamed Satan’s counsel, and persecuted

Satan by his cross because the cross and the
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work of the cross were beyond the counsel
of the enemy, and not only the people of the
covenant, but also the Gentiles who heard the
things of the cross and believed, and the Gen-
tiles who were not of the perishing tribe were

drawn to the cross.

Everything foretold by the prophets concern-
ing the salvation of man, all that was foretold
by the prophets concerning the salvation of
man, since the victorious Lord, whose beauty
of our lives is our inner rest, saved us from
evil counsel and the curse written in the laws
and prophets was removed by his cross, ended
with the shame of Satan and glorify of Adam.
(Gal. 3+10)

Thus, saint Yared, who contemplated this mys-
tery, said; If he had known that Satan would
be persecuted on the cross of Christ, he would
not have advised the Jews to erect the cross
and crucify the Nazarite, to kill the Savior. In a
song of praise that gives comfort and strength
to celebret our salvation, Sait Yared, expressed
Satan’s ignorance and his defeat on the cross,

which is our weapon of spiritual warfare.

Our God, who did not omit what he had spoken
in truth, who seek our salvation because of his
wisdom of saving the world, by his crucifix-
ion that exceed the wisdom he used to create
the world, by his subtle counsel God shamed
the counsel of Satan, Satan was persecuted by
the cross which he himself had erected. (Col.
2+14)

Therefore, evil counsel is to try what is like
grasping the wind, and Satan has never suc-
ceeded as he had hoped in all the days of his
wickedness, and the cross became the culmi-

€

nation of the preaching of the apostles, the

triumph of the congregation of the faith full,
the holy ecclesia. And before Christ was cruci-
fied, he accused the living and holy God in the
court of Pilate as guilty, but not as he thought,
but the governor Pilate testified his purity, by
saying that I found no fault in this man. (John
19+7)

Satan, the captive of his evil lust, thought it
would hurt the Christ, and caused the Jewish
to crown him with a crown of thorns, but as a
result we were crowned with the crown of life.
Satan persuaded the archpriests to be cruel so
that they put the cross upon our Lord Jesus
Christ: however, the cross, that Christ carried
become the cure for the sickness and healing
for the wounds of our sins, and for him be-
came an extreme force that shamed his iden-

tity and the power that persecute him forever.

4. The last advice of the devil was

Hiding the cross:

Realizing that he had been conquered by the
cross he had erected, Satan dug a deep ditch to
bury the cross thinking that he could hide the
light obtained by the cross. The cross that he
had buried was painted in the light of the sky,
and in this sign, the Cross appeared on the sky
in a clear loud voice, saying, you will defeat
your enemy, and the news was heard with a

thunderous sound.

Thus, Satan, ignorantly counseled and in-
jected the Jewish to erect the cross to crucify
Christ; the cross which was a symbol of the
curse, was unknowingly admonished by the

Jews and the story of the cross was changed,
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and become the altar of the true worship; it become the pot of heavenly bread, the sign of peace,

as it is sanctified by the blood of Christ the Church, as the body of Christ sang a song by saying
“the Cross yield bread of life and poured for us blood and water “with a loud voice every year

when celebrating the cross.

Conclusion

Satan is the one who thought to destroy the people of the covenant by the curse, by deceiving in
the paradise, through the tree that resulted death; in the same way he assumed the Savior of the
world who came in the flesh would be easy. Satan planned to defeat the Christ; by execution and
after killing he would attain peace; however, Saten was shamed by his counsel and persecuted;

consequently the holy Cross has great part in our salvation.

The Cross is the power, where our lives to be born again for a living hope and an infinite in-
heritance, which takes our souls closer to God, that takes away the thirsty of our souls, who

counsels wonderfully for our salvation through the cross. (Isa. 28+29; 1 Pet. 1:5)

Therefore, after Satan’s counsel has been broken and persecuted from the hearts of each of us
by his powerful cross, we must not push away the cross and submit ourselves to the world; we
must submit ourselves to the purpose of the cross, for loving the world is hostility not only to

God, but also to ourselves.

The peace achieved by the cross will be strengthened by the fact that the nation and the church
will gain strength, as the Apostle said, “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but indeed, and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure
our hearts before him.” We must love each other in true brotherhood, for the better Christin
unity, national integrity, by self-denying and by choosing a better life so that we can be “true

peace makers”

Finally, the saying, “I will break the counsel of the enemy, and do this, so that the people whom
I have prepared for myself may proclaim my praise,” and by the power of the cross we are saved
from evil counsel, and baptized in the sight of all who have attained childhood, may stand on
the rock of his love and proclaim His solemnity in our lives. Let us say “Satan is persecuted, the
World is sanctified by the power of the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” May God help us, who

will reveal in us the fragrance of His knowledge,

: 2 N N
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Marvel is the teacbing of
the Doly Cross

By Megabie Mistiv Fresibehat Dubale
Vice Chairman of the Council of Scholars

Introduction

This was expressed by the Saint Michael, the Archangel of God. And it was then sung by Saint
Yared, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church hymnologist, who is known as that who re-
sembles the heavenly Seraphim. Later scholars also designated the same expression to be part

of the hymn to be sung during the monthly commemorations of St. Michael in August, by attrib-

uting the story with the victorious story of King Constantine defeated his enemies by the help
of St. Michael and the power of the Holy Cross.

» 508 Ad 0% P P
@ 3 ¢’ » Marvel is the teaching of the Doly Cross



Marvel is the teaching of the Doly Cross Ee3

To whom, why, when, and for what reason did
the angel speak this powerful word? If you
want to ask this questions, it would be helpful
to explain why the same phrase was used. The
full text is that illustrate the power of the state-

ment is presented as follows.

The story began like this, Queen Elina, mother
of king Constantine, asked the Angle, “Tell me
about the cross of Christ, and the angel said to
her, ‘and the angel said to her, “We the assem-
blies of angels, began to talk about the glory of
the cross while the Son of God was in the Fa-

ther’s presence.” (Degua, the book of hymn)

What can we learn from the question of the
Queen FElina and the response of the angel is
that the angel of God told her how mysterious
and glorious is the Cross, which is beyond it
can be told. When the Son was always in the
same position with His Father, he was cruci-
fied on the cross, without being removed from
His Trinity. When Christ was crucified on the
cross and fulfilled the mystery of salvation,
the holy angels were circling around the Holy
Cross on earth, and they were glorifying Him
by saying, “to you is the power and the Glory™.
And in heaven, in His Trinity was praised with
the Father, and with the Holy Spirit, by the
holy angels who said Holy, Holy, Holy. The
holy angles were astonished by this. For to
say that he was crucified on the cross on earth,
being in the same position in heaven, this is
beyond imaginations, beyond any speech, that
is why they said, and marveled, “magnificent

is the teaching of the cross.”

It is no exaggeration to say that there is no

mystery that we have not learned from the
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holy angels, as we know in the Bible. To un-
derstand this, we need to understand, let us
first take a look at the fundamentals of the first
doctrine of the existence of God. The Archan-
gel Gabriel said, “Let us stand where we are
until we find our Creator.” (Book of Hexam-
eron, introduction to the Commentary of the
Holy Gospel)

The angels also taught us the mystery of the
Holy Trinity, while singing to Holy Trinity,
by saying; “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Almighty
God...” This was expressed by the prophet of
God, Isaiah (Isa. 6:3) The angels were sent by
God to the prophets to tell them about faith.
When the time comes, the Archangel saint
Gabriel, angle of peace, is the one who taught
or heralded the mysteries of incarnation. This
is extensively written in the Gospel, and St.
Yared attaches the same mystery to the glory
of the cross by saying, “that who brings good
news, saint Gabriel, holding a stick of light
whose tip has the sign of the Cross, appears to
Our Lady in glory. (Luke 1:26-28)

It was the holy angels who heralded the good
news of his birth (Lk. 2:9-16), and it was the
holy angels who heralded the good news of
hi resurrections (Matt. 28:2-8), and it was the
holy angels who proclaimed the mystery of
his ascension and hope and his second com-
ing (Acts 1:10-12). The angel of the Lord said
to the Queen, “What is said about the cross is
wonderful.” In the context of this article con-

tains:

1. Introduction: about “The Wonder of the

Cross is Magnificent.”

2. The meaning of what is called “Magnifi-
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cent”
3. The meaning of the teachings of the Cross
4. The Cross before the Crucifixion of Christ

5. The Holy Cross in the Age of the patri-

archs

6. Holy Cross during the Time of the Cruci-
fixion

7. Witnesses at the foot of the cross
&. The Cross after the Crucifixion of Christ

9. The Search for the Cross and the Story of
St. Eleni

10. The summary will briefly summarize the

content of this article
What is the meaning of the magnificent?

The Geez word ‘Etsub’ can literally be trans-
lated as “magnificent” which can also mean
anxious, frightened, difficult to comprehend,

heavy, wonderful, “ (Geez dictionary, 701)
What does it mean to teaching of the cross?

The meaning of the teaching of the Cross can
be translated into three parts. These incudes

the meaning of Cross itself. The Cross means,
(a) The cross of Christ’s suffering for us:

(b) The suffering of the martyrs who believed

in Christ and suffered for Christ’s name;
(c) The Holy Cross

The Holy Cross is called the instrument of
victory in which Christ, by His own will, sac-
rificed himself for the love of man, destroyed
death by his death, defeated the ancient ene-
my of mankind, defeated the devil, opened the

door to paradise, broke hell and freed souls
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who had been held captives from Adam until

His coming, and crossed the see of fire to al-
low human being inherited Paradise. The Holy
Cross is called victories over enemies because
it is the instrument of victory in which Christ
by His will, sacrificed himself for the love of
man, destroyed death in his death, defeated the
ancient enemy of mankind, defeated the devil,
opened the door to paradise. It is then venerat-
ed as pride of saints, the leader of saints, and
that which transfer the souls. (Book of liturgy/
Anaphora)

The Holy Cross is called the power of God,
because upon which the power of God is re-
vealed. St. Paul taught us by saying, “The
word of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are saved, it is the
power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18). It is the power of
the Father. God the Son, the right hand of the
Father, was crucified on the cross and revealed
his power to save the world, being together
with God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit
in His Divinity.

Our Lady, the Holy Virgine Mary, after she re-
ceived the good news and conceived the Lord,
she said “He did power by his Hands” (Luke
1:51). The right hand, the arm, is God the Son.
The hand picks up the fallen things from the
ground and returns to the body, without sep-
aration from the body. And the Son took up
Adam, who fell apart from his nature, and re-
turn to God Father, and ascended to the Holy
Spirit. He did not separate Himself from the
Unity of the Trinity from above, from the Fa-
ther, from the Holy Spirit. At the same time,
He was crucified on the Cross, this is beyond

imaginations, therefore the angels testified

Marvel is the teaching of the Doly Cross
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and solemnly, said, “The things of the cross

are magnificent”
The Cross before the Birth of Christ

The Holy Cross was given to the Holy Angels
at the very beginning of creation as a symbol
of victory, an emblem of peace, a shield of
procession, and the victory against the devil
before the Birth of Christ. Holy angels were
created for thanksgiving, to praise the name
by saying, Holy, Holy, Holy; When they say
thank God, Lucifer was not responding, rather
he demanded the same praise from the angels;
he said I don’t Praise, but praise me as the
fourth person like the Trinity.” Consequently,
the angles start to fight against the Lucifer; by
saying How long is the creations stood against
his Creator. (Rev. 12:7).

During the battle the angels were overpow-
ered twice, however, they prayed towards God

to give them power to defeat the arrogance of

*
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this creator. In response God gave them The
Symbol of the Nativity of Christ was given
to the holy angels as a symbol of victory, an
emblem of peace, a shield of protection, and
the sign of victory against the powers of the
devil. So that they can know what is the sign
of Victory. The angles drawn a symbol of
light shaped by the Cross on the tip of their
swords, their spears, their crowns, and all their
garments, and they have defeated him and
brought him down to depth. (Introduction to
the Commentary of the Holy Gospel, the Book
of Hexameron). The Orthodox Church paints
a picture of the holy angels in this image. As
one of the Church composers says, “And the
angels have a crown with the sign of the cross,
and they have a crown like lightning, and they
have a staff in the form of a sign of the Cross,
and they cover their faces with the sign of the
cross.” (Homily of the Savior; reading from
Fryday 10:3)
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The Holy Cross during the time of Patri-

archs was a source of blessing

When the world was destroyed by water, Noah
made the ark and saved with his family, this
was the symbol of Our Lady, t and also the
symbol the Cross. Saint Yared also said; Noah,
built an ark with to be saved; and it is the im-
age of the cross, and I am trusted in it.” (Com-

mentary of Gen. 8:19, the Book hymn Dgua)

Our father, Jacob, who was chosen from all
patriarchs, when he was serving in the house
of Laben, he was allowed to have the wages.
Jacob said that God had revealed his wisdom
to him, and he brought three rods and had
peeled two of them. He put one of them which
is colored in a pool where the sheep drank wa-
ter. The sheep looked at the colored and gave
birth to colored one. Jacob became rich. This

is a symbol.

The three rods are the parable of the three
persons, the two that are shaved symbolized
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit; the
one which is colored symbolized God the Son.
The color symbolizes the God-Made-Human
nature, the rams being the symbols of teach-
ers, the female sheep symbolize the faithful,
the water the water of baptism. The sheep
gave birth to colored one symbolize believ-
ers being born in the likeness of the Trinity.
Laban symbolize the devil, Jacob the Lord.
Those with color belong to Jacob, and without
the color belon to the Devil; this symbolizes
how Christians have the sign of childhood and
Christianity whereas those who belong to the
devil have no color or sign. The church writers

then describe this as “the sun of you Trinity

€2

shone with Jacob’s rods, and the people on

this side were appeared to colored sheep, and

water was symbolized by today’s baptism.”

On the other hand, the writers say, “Our Sav-
1or, whose name is sweet, is the water of life,
and his mother is a sealed well, and his cross
is a rod of light.” The church is like the pool
of water, and the sheep are believers,” he said,
describing the water as a parable for the Lord,
the well for Our Lady, the rod for the hanging,
the pool for the church, and the sheep for the
faithful. (Ex. 30:36., Homily on the Savior,
reading of Sunday)

In his final years, Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons
with a sign that mark the Cross, in the name of
God, who protected and nourished him from
his youth, and in the name of the angel of God,
who saved him from all evil (Gen. 48:14-17).
It teaches us that the cross is a source of bless-
ing. When Israel came out of slavery in Egypt,
the rod divided the Red-see was the symbol of
the cross, which is basically the rod of Moses
that has four corners was the symbol of the

Cross.

The Holy Cross that did many marvelous
things before the birth of Christ, which has
numerous astonishing symbols was also a
symbol of the curse of wood, according to the
command given to Moses that “whoever is
crucified on a tree is cursed with God” (Ex.
21:22). But the Lord, the writer of glory, was
crucified on a wood to erase our curse that had
come upon us because of Eve’s error. This is
what St. Yared describes as “He was crucified
on a tree, to put an end to the curse of Eve.”
(Digua: the book of hymn)

Marvel is the teaching of the Doly Cross

N *
3 SR > $ 3k
+ +7




Marvel is the teaching of tbe Doly Cross Ee3

1‘V

Holy Cross during the time of the Crucifix-

ion of Christ

The Holy Cross acquired the holy name af-
ter it was sanctified by the Blood of Christ,
and everyone who was crucified on a tree,
as described above, was called accursed. But
during the Crucifixion of Christ; as said by
Saint Yared, the Cross was sanctified by His
blood, honored and glorified by His precious
blood. Therefore, the Holy Cross was called
the altar of the New Testament.

Witnesses at the foot of the Cross

When our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified on
the cross, the first witnesses were in heav-
en: the sun, the moon, were darkened, the
stars were fallen; the tombs of the earth were
opened, the dead were raised; the veil of the
temple was torn from top to bottom, the earth
trembled, and the rocks split. John the Evan-
gelist, who stood on the cross, and Mother of
God, his mother’s sister, among other saints
were witnesses. (Luke 23:29-46.) Jn.19:26-
28)

The Cross after the Crucifixion of Christ

After the crucifixion of Christ, the Holy Cross
was manifested by a special miracle that the
Lord performed in His preaching, and the cov-
etous Jews swore an oath and buried the cross.
The oath is an oath made so that no one will
reveal the secret of the place of the cross was
buried, and that no one will tell whom. In this
case, the cross has been buried for 300 years.

The Quest for the Cross and the Story of
Eleni

How was the Holy Cross discovered? Where
was it found? Who Discovered it? It would be
appropriate to start from here. First, let’s take a
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brief look at the history of Elaine. Although it
is impossible to describe the full story of Saint
Eleni in this short article, her story shows that
Saint Eleni was a very kind woman who was
faithful to her marriage, fearing God, compas-
sionate to the poor, and a woman of prayer.
But her husband, who loved and trusted her
dearly, abandoned her into the sea as a result
of bad people. When she came out of the sea
where she had been unjustly cast into the sea,
she was betrothed to the father of King Con-
stantine. At the time of her trouble, she vowed
to God, by saying “My lord, if you bring me
out of that sea and give me good fruit from this
man, and if you place him on his throne, I will
bring out the Cross you were crucified; which
the Jews buried in Jerusalem.”

Then Constantine was born, God responded to
her vows, the Creator who would not forget
what they told him, and she brought him up,
teaching the Christian life, telling her ancient
history. When his father died, God made him
king on his father’s throne. And his mother
said to him, “My son, allow me to fulfill what
I have vowed to the God who has fulfilled my
vows.” He allowed her, and she traveled with a
large army to Jerusalem, and she asked where
the cross was buried, she had no one to tell her.
Then she met an old man named Kyriakos and
asked him. He told her with a gesture, though
he did not tell her separately that he would not
break an oath.

Then there is a white incense called the Sun-
dros, they told her, if you burn this incense,
it will give you a sign where the Cross was
buried. She gathered the wood together, and
burned the wood, and when the coals were ig-
nited, she added the incense, and the smoke
went straight to heaven, and he came back and
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bowed down towards the place where the cross
was buried. And she digs with this sign, first
the cross of Dacres (the one crucified on the
left), and then the cross of Titus (the one cru-
cified on the right) was excavated. When they
put on the sick, it turns out to be incurable.
Then they continue digging, and finally, the
cross of the Lord appeared in the light. When
they put it on the sick, it healed the sick, and
raised the dead. She said, “This is my Lord’s
cross.” She built a temple to the Holy Cross
and celebrated the Feast of the Cross.

As the old saying goes, “A woman’s strength
is strong.” Then in the teaching of the Cross,
Holy women also participated; during the
flight of the Holy Family Saint Salome partic-
ipated travelling to Egypt with the Lord and
with his mother.

During his teaching, the Saintly women served
him with their money. On the day of Friday,
the holy women followed him to the foot of
the Cross, weeping. And the Lord turned to
them and said, “Women of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me, but ... Cry for yourselves and
your children ...” He told them (Luke 23:28-
30). And they came to the tomb by night, and
heard the announcement of the angel who
said, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you
are looking for him who was crucified; he has
risen, as he said, he is not here...” (Matt. 28:2-
8). The Blessed and strong woman, Elina also
following this discovered and excavated the
Holy, True Cross of Christ which was buried
for 300 years.

Conclusion

This cross is our refuge, our strength, a symbol
of our salvation, a witness to our freedom.”
(Homily on the Savior, reading of Saturday)
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“It is wonderful what is said about the cross,
God the Son, who by His own Will sacrificed
himself without separation from God the Fa-

ther, and the Holy Spirit. As wonderful mys-
tery to the angels who proclaimed its magnifi-
cent; we began to talk about the glorious cross
about which of the angels wondered in their
host.

His mystery is above the human imaginations
and the mind to comprehend; He, our Lord did
not separate, from His Godhead, from above,
from God the Father and God the Holy Spirit,
but Crucified on the Cross. Consequently, the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church cele-
brates the festival with a vibrant religious cer-
emony and spiritual orders every year.

The Church does not have any religious and
worship activity without the Holy Cross. The
glory of the Holy Cross has been widely dis-
cussed since the official proclamation of the
Church as Ethiopian National religion. In or-
der to understand this, it is enough to look at
the composition of the great Ethiopian scholar
Saint Yared.

Saint Yared widely discussed in the theology
about God, Christology, Mariology, venera-
tion of the Cross, veneration of saints. There
is no place on which he did not mention about
the Holy Cross. He even composed a separate
hymnological composition addressing the glo-
ry and veneration of the Holy Cross.

On the other hand, the king during the time
of Saint Yared was named king GebreMeskel,
the Royal name of Saint Lalibela was King
GebreMeskel, the wife of King Lalibela, was
Queen Meskel Kibra. All this demonstrate
how the Cross is glorified in Ethiopia since the

time in the past
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“Heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
with Him, that we may be also glorified together”

(Rom. 8:17)
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The Holy Church founded by the blood of

our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, faces

every day insult, reproach, thorn in the road,
abuse of the faithful, hunger, thirst, burning of
the churches, destruction of the sacramental
items, lack of judgment, and killing of num-
bers of believers. The Church faces all the
above adversities for the sake of Christ. Just
as our Lord Jesus Christ suffered a lot to save
us, so Christians walk on the road of the cross
enduring the sufferings and trials they face to

show their love for Him.

The cross was seen as a curse by the Jews and
a great shame by the Gentiles and hated by the
whole world. For centuries, a cross was used to
sentence people who were cursed and judged.
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ sanctified
the cross which was made by the whole world
a sign of punishment so that it could be a sign
of peace and an instrument of blessing for the
whole world. The cross was said to be defile-
ment to touch, but Christ changed its character
and become a source of healing and blessing

when touched.

A journey of cross is about changing names
and history. When names and history change,
it is a process that costs a lot; it is not free. The
price that the church pays throughout the ages
is the price that started on the cross; it is not
a new one. In this way, the Church becomes a
partaker of Christ’s suffering. Since suffering
has no taste in itself, and suffering alone can-
not make the Church happy. Knowing this, the

Church is suffering for the source of its joy.
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For example, when the Church celebrates the
festival of martyrs, it celebrates it with joy in-
stead of sadness. It is because it is a pleasure

to suffer for the sake of love for Christ.

The secret of the church fathers being seen
carrying a cross is to strengthen the believers
by reminding them that the Christian journey
is full of challenges until the second coming of
Christ. If people keep grain in case of trouble,
they are happy to eat it. In common life circle,
if people store some grain fearing that there
might be drought in the near future, and when
their expectation fails the will eat what they
stored and that will be okay. But if they expect
as there will be fortune in the near future and
their expectation failed they will be in trouble.
So, it is good to prepare people to expect bud
future. But if suffering comes when we preach
joy, they will be confused. Based on the word
of God that says “In the world ye shall have
tribulation” (Jn.. 16:33). Our mother Church
initiate its believers to be prepared for suffer-
ing rather than earthly hopes. A lot of atten-
dants can be found in a place of happiness. But
not many people are available to die for the
country. If it is found, it is called patriot. The
church is calling its children to become patri-

ots and martyrs.

As the history of the church tells us, until the
third century, the pagan kings tortured its and
followers dismantled its traditions using differ-
ent methods that had not been tried until today.
And after 313 AD, the Church was challenged

by heretics and those who were ambitious for
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posts. While the suffering brought by the kings
strengthened its establishment, the struggle of
the heretics arose internally caused an internal
division that brought the line of the western
and eastern churches. If the church does not
solve its internal challenges wisely, external
challenges will inevitably appear. As a proof
of this, Diocletian and his fellow came out
from within; and they have retaliated Chris-
tianity they once loved. Since conversion is
looking at oneself, we should not only talk
about people who have disbelieved, but also
about those who have been cruel through our
evil deeds. Joseph Stalin, who killed millions
of Christians and destroyed churches with
bombs and explosives, is a man who left the
church and was a priest. Diocletian taught us
at the end of the third century and Stalin at the
beginning of the 20th century that a struggle
from within will bring an external army. So
we wish to forward some ideas that helps us to
understand the challenges we are facing and to
hand over our Church to the next generation

with its full honor.
1. Internal Challenges of the Church

* The rise of heretical teachings: This kind
of challenge is the first internal struggle of
the Church. When the people who used to
snatch its followers from distance felt un-
successful, they began disrupting its doc-
trine and administration system through
their internal patriots. It is not possible to
say that all of them are conscious destroy-

ers, but we need to identify and rescue
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those who deliberately wanted to destroy
and those who destroyed unconsciously.
For this, we are expected to teach the fun-
damentals of the church doctrine to our
people. Patiently enduring the slander and
defamation campaign brought down by
the heretics who failed, we need to guide
them through education; we also need to
do our work diligently. Satan is the main
worker in heretical teachings. In the cir-
cle of heretical teaching, there is no honor
for priesthood and mysteries of the church,
so we should not be surprised if they in-
sult such doctrines in their teachings. But
when someone who once was a believer
leaves, we should regret and should work
hard to return back and reduce those who

deflect from our congregation.

* Loss of unity: This is the second internal

challenge of the church. In the past years,
the separation of external and internal syn-
ods has left us many things aside, and our
growth has been hindered in the era of our
separation. Even now, there are some clues
of loss of unity. We need to work hard to
solve the challenges that have religious
and administrative forms and that can lead
to the loss of millions of believers. For
being emotional may bring some damag-
es, we need to solve this lake of unity in a
positive way that can avoid danger. So it
is necessary to humbly help church fathers

by prayer and spiritual wisdom.

identity-based perspective: What

Marvel is the teacbing of the Doly Cross
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brought us together in the church is not our
identity from specific tribe, but being one
body of Christ. We are children of God,
children of light, and we have changed
our name to be called Christians, born
from an indestructible race and should not
be left behind in a perishable race. So we
must show the whole world that we have
a church freed from tribe, language, and
people by making the trust given to the
church based on knowledge and spirituali-
ty. In particular, it is important to custom-
ize management with standards by avoid-

ing criticism on this side.

Unfair advantage seeking by servants: It is
stated in the scriptures that everyone who
works deserves a reward, but in our time,
it is heard even in the secular media that
the most shameful acts of destruction are
committed by some servants who seek un-
due advantage; If the act really happened,
it is not expected from the servants of a
church that preaches “don’t steal” and it is
sad, and if we throw away our moral su-
periority, there will be no one who accepts
and respects us as a spiritual institution.
So it is necessary to prove that morality is
the boundary line that separates the church

and the world.

Disrespect for priesthood: Like a flock that
does not listen to its shepherd is eaten by a
beast, those who despise the honor of the
priesthood and disobey their fathers are

exposed to the work of Satan. When we
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provoke and judge each other, the world
will come with an army. When we fight
each other, the heretics capture the herd
(believers) without weapons. The chal-
lenge facing our church today is the result
of mutual disrespect. Because we did not
realize that the sword that came to us from
outside is sent outward while we were in-
side. We are required to base our leader-
ship on God-fearing, and keep our lead-
ership secret confidential. We should also
safeguard priesthood and required to work
so hard to defend the fundamentals of our
Church.

2. External Challenges of the Church

The campaign against the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church is supported by the might
and wealth of external powers. The challeng-
es usually do not come together, rather comes
separately. Just as we have seen the internal
challenges in five points above, we also try to
see the external challenges our church is fac-

ing these days.

* History: It is unfortunate that in our
time, instead of studying history as it is,
we are fighting and destroying ourselves
through it. To understand the truth of his-
tory requires its own knowledge. But in
our time, it is a mistake to take fictional
stories, which we shape according to our
needs, which we wish to be, as yesterday’s
truth. We are seeing that this approach has
harmed the church, and we are paying the

price. Labeling the church as a fortress,
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portraying it as a leader in the face of in-
vaders is a false image that is being cre-
ated on our new generation. Of course, in
our country, there was a theory that gives
one third to the governor, one third to the
farmer and one third to the clergy, but the
church were not benefiting from the above
theory. Since the church serves most of the
country’s citizens in a spiritual and dif-
ferent ways, it was not a bad idea to give
land and fortune for its service. But when
we look at the reality, although they gave
land in its name, the beneficiaries were the
same rulers. Even though it was the priest
who should use the land given in the name
of the church, the fact was different; the
beneficiaries were totally the rulers who
hire peasants to work on the farmland and
give them their portion. The portion og the
church at the time was not more than 20
or 30 birr in a year. If the church had been
fortunate, its traditional schools would
not have been a crooked hut, its students
begging for food, and its scholars poor in

money.

Good or bad history is only a lesson. We
cannot go back and edit or live history. We
must not forget that we are living beings
with not returnable yesterday, a present
in our hands and an unreachable tomor-
row. Our misunderstanding in history
may cause us to argue, but it shouldn’t be
a topic that makes us fight. When we lin-
ger on yesterday, we need to realize that

today is running to be yesterday. We need
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to leave history to historians. Since histo-

ry requires its own knowledge, we should
listen to the experts. In order to write and
narrate history, a balanced mind, consid-
eration of what is useful for the next gen-
eration, respect for the listener, and impar-

tial courtesy are very necessary.

Conspiracy by the enemies of the Church:
The biggest battle strategy to trap Ethio-
pia is to destroy the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church. With the same strategy,
the Nubian church which was surrounded
by numbers of congregation celebrated the
first millennium and disappeared as soon
as it started the second millennium. Egypt
was the capital of Christianity as it was
the seat of Saint Mark. Even though it has
converted people from paganism to faith in
Holy Trinity, it failed to resist the pressure
and its grade become low and the number
of the believers has decreased. Carthage,
where great religious decisions were made,
Libya and Algeria, where many saints and
bishops came out, could not stand with the
torch of Christianity today. Ethiopia lived
in the glory of its Christianity when oth-
ers were lost and diminished because this
church paid a great price, because it pro-
duced martyrs who said that Christianity
will not die, but let us die. The influence of
the extremists, which has been fighting for
centuries, is existing occasionally in our
time. Because of this, believers who were
cursed only by their Orthodox Tewahedo

religion, whose wealth and property were
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destroyed, and who were persecuted are
not history, but they are alive and standing

in front of the world stage.

Organizations that work to pollute the
country with modern methods: The Ethio-
pian Orthodox Tewahedo Church opposes
anything that promotes sin and anything
that goes against generation and nature.
As written in the scriptures, in the last
days, governments that proclaim sin as a
good thing in Satan’s plan will arise and
consider the church as an enemy. Africa’s
freedom struggles started by looking at
our church, which manifests its freedom
through its festivals. But, such contribu-
tions of our church is considered as an
act of enemy by those who do not believe
in the equality of human beings and they
targeted our mother church through their

subtle conspiracy.

Those who thought they would fight
for freedom: These group think that the
church is powerful as it was before. Due
to this thought, they always think as the
church will destroy them one day and they
began to fight against our mother church.
Many hermits and scholars in the monas-
teries were also destroyed by these groups.
Since they consider the church as an obsta-
cle in their way, they wish day and night
for the destruction of the church. To fulfill
their wish, they distract the church by giv-
ing a constant agenda so that the church

does not walk freely and gather freely. Re-
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lating the church to a tribe is another false
narrative. However, the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Tewahedo Church starts its journey
from Axum and has numbers of followers
all over the world who have accepted its
dogma, canon and tradition. The church is
heavenly Zion that does not tolerate earth-
ly extremism. The church is a spiritual in-
stitution that unites all in Christ and leads

to the heavenly kingdom.

Institutions operating in the name of
Christianity: Most of such institutions are
not older than thirty years old, and even
less. While they did not have enough time
to interact with the church, it will be sur-
prising that they came in a name of church
to destroy our mother church. While there
are many who are unbaptized, they con-
sider our believer as unbeliever and they
wish to re-baptize them. They train the
generation to be anti-orthodox. Instead
of spreading the gospel, they spread ha-
tred against the church. If they truly be-
lieve in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
He is a teacher of humility who does not
preach hate, but love, and Who ordered us
to humble ourselves to love our enemies.
One of our struggle is that thousands of
people who call themselves churches and
call themselves evangelists use the church
as their campaign platform. The most sur-
prising thing we are experiencing today is,
when the Orthodox Tewahedo Christians
are being slaughtered due to their religion,

churches are being burned, they are not
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mourning and questioning the persecution.
There are many who plan to secure pow-
er and harm the church. But all this is the
result of misunderstanding the Orthodox
Church.

The modern way of child care: The new
generation mostly speaks foreign lan-
guages. while they physically live here,
but their thought and mind is abroad. This
generation needs a responsible guidance
that cares it in appropriate way. If we
don’t teach the truth of the Holy Bible to
the generation, being unbeliever will be-
come its future. If the generation is being
left behind by the family. Growing up
without a role, and not caring about reli-
gion,. The generation that will continue
priesthood, will be a great challenge for
the church. Priesthood, monastcism and
evangelism can only be forwarded by the
current generation. A generation that has
turned its back and that hates to hear about
religion will be an obstacle to the growth
of the church. Just as there are extremists
who use swords, there are also dangerous
generations who forget our creation. So
the church has to redeem the age and save

the generation.

Sin: The church does not promote sin as
breaking news, but it always teaches about
salvation from sin. The modern world has
given the name civilization to sin and en-
courages the next generation to live in it.

So that the church does not say that this

is a sin, they fabricate a low and consider
the church as a violator of law and rights.
In its struggle to free the generation from
death, the church can be portrayed as back-
ward and hindering the journey of human
knowledge. This era is an era that has pro-
duced many civilizations, but many unho-
ly things are being seen. While sin is be-
ing praised as righteousness in a peaceful
demonstration, the wrongdoing that used
to be done in the dark has become done in
the light. This trend has once again brought
the generation into question, and become
at odds with itself. With this, we are seeing
and hearing young people harming them-
selves saying that we should even review
the gender that God gave them. Not alone
human being, even a house will bring a
lot of shock when cracked. Confronting
the nature which is made by the Creator
God brings much destruction. Adultery
is the challenge of our time. The distance
that man goes in search of satisfaction is
making him a worshiper of happiness and
depriving him of peace. Although he sur-
rendered himself to the most humiliating
tribute, inside he was tormented by ques-
tions. Although he says he is right to sup-
press his inner cry, sin is a beast that eats
happiness, so we have created a cursed
party. At this time, the church has the duty
to say that sin is sin, so it can be abused
by strong temptations in its struggle, and
it can also deal with being shunned and

pushed away by the world. But the church
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is not worried about this because its bias is always with God’s intention.
Summary

The cross is not only the church’s ornament and emblem, but also the path of suffering and suf-
fering will be with the church as long as it appears on earth. Just as two kingdoms do not live
in peace in the same country, it is well known that the kingdom of light and darkness exist in a
spiritual procession, so the church goes through challenges that change its form every now and
then. As we understand from this article, some of church’s challenges are from within, while
others are external, but as the apostle Paul taught in the Bible, living in hope of the glory next
to being like Christ in suffering, living while dying, being killed, is a great blessing given to
Christianity.

Therefore, while the world strives to trap generations in sin, our church, which has chosen to
be a partaker of Christ’s suffering on earth in order to inherit the heavenly kingdom that will
not pass away, is at a time of struggle to produce a holy people by showing the image of Christ.
God’s command is based on nature, social cohesion, and peace of mind, so we need to provide
a suitable solution for the next generation. We are at a time when it is very necessary for church
ministers to teach the generation to learn from the biblical laws and not from its failure, so we

must move forward to save the generation.

Even though the church has traveled on the road of the cross since its beginning until our time,
even though it is facing several challenges, Christ, He Who has been slaped; He who bore the
yokes of imprisonment to sanctify her with His precious blood; He Who endured the spitting
of the Jews and was nailed to the cross, is protecting the church and our mother church will

overcome the wave of temptation.

Glory be to God!!
Hmen.
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Holy Scripture testifies that the word “Peace”
1s the name of God, is a characteristic of God,
and is a treasure which comes from God and is
given to mankind. In the New Testament, start-
ing with the angel who announced salvation
and said, “Peace be with you”, and culminat-
ing in the news of the victory of the resurrec-
tion in which Lord said, “Peace be with you”,
peace was proclaimed as the Good News. In
the form of teachings and commands, we find
the word of peace spoken by the embodiment
of the word, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
and by the receivers of the word, the holy
apostles, widely attested. When our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ appointed the seventy-two
disciples for the evangelization and sent them
two by two, one of their mission tasks was to
express the greeting, “Peace be to this house”,
and He ordered them to proclaim peace in ev-
ery house they reached and entered. “If there
is a son of peace” residing in that house, then
he will accept their peace, but if he does not
accept it, our Lord has already explained to
the disciples that their peace will be returned
to them. This indicates that peace is a gift
which is shared between the giver and the re-
ceiver, but if it does not find a receiver, then it

is returned to the giver.

The message of the seventy-two disciples is
to bring peace to every house that has been
received and sent, and if a person accepts the
promise of peace announced to him, then he

will be blessed with peace. What is mentioned
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< The Man of Peace
0N

“If a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him”

Luke 10:6

as a house does not mean only a physical
roof and walls, but represents the individual,
the family, the country and the world in gen-
eral. To define and to value peace requires
establishing a relationship with the Giver of
peace and the willingness to accept this peace.
Whose peace? How is it possible to be a son of
peace? To answer these questions, it is neces-

sary to look at the source of peace.
A. What is the source of peace?
1. God of Peace

God is the source and the giver of peace.
The peace that comes from God gives people
rest. The guarantee for human beings to live
in peace and comfort is the peace that comes
from God’s character. Since the peace of God
is the guarantee for all mankind, it has been
declared in the Scriptures, both in the Old and
the New Testaments as the gift of God and
the acceptance of mankind. Let us see a few
examples of the height and breadth of God’s

peace in human life.

» It rests: Since God is the source of peace,
He is called the Giver, the Owner, and the
Chief of Peace. As God is Spirit, the peace
that comes from God is spiritual, an inner
peace. It is not the outer personality that
rules the human being, but instead is the
inner personality. When the peace of God
flows from the inside to the outside, it is a
peace that controls and ensures rest to all.

The Prophet David, because his heart rest-
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ed in God, proclaimed the peace of God,
“I will both lie down in peace, and sleep;
for You alone, O Lord, make me dwell in
safety” (Ps. 4:8). He added that the basis
of this peace is the faith in it, and that it is
blessed by God through the relationship of
faith. Since peace is the inner energy and
power of all human activities, it is the in-
tellectual engine for working and resting,
dreaming and bringing dreams to reality.
Resting in peace is not resting from bodi-
ly fatigue or sleeping, but it is getting rid
of worries and thoughts, fears and anxiety

which trouble the mind.

Jesus Christ said to those who are weak
and weary in mind because of sin: “Come
to Me, all you who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28). These people were not carrying a
burden in their bodies, but it was a bur-
den of sin that bent their inner being and
wounded their hearts. They can relieve the
burden of the body from themselves. He
said, “Come and let me rest you,” because
Jesus Christ is the only one who unloads
the burdens of the soul and lightens it. Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God, who appeared
as a peace-giver to this world suffering
from a lack of peace, is the key to peace in

His hands, agreeing with Him in rest.

It protects: The Holy Scriptures teach us
that the peace of God is not only restful
but also protecting. In the prophecy of Isa-
iah, it says: “You will keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on You, be-
cause he trusts in You” (Isaiah 26:3). The
peace of God is the peace that protects all

*
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those who take refuge under the shadow of

God’s mercy as a guarantee of trust. Saint
Paul, the light to the Gentiles, wrote to us
that “the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philip-
pians 4:7), and that it is the inner armor
that protects the inner identity of human
beings. There are three remarkable things
that cannot be overlooked in this verse.
First, “Passing all understanding” means
that real peace is beyond human control
and unspeakable. Second, when Saint Paul
says, “He will guard your heart and your
thoughts,” the human heart is the source of
thoughts, and thoughts are the basis of all
actions. Therefore, the peace of God will
prevent evil thoughts from forming in the
heart and then prevent those evil thoughts
from turning into evil actions. Third, “It
protects in Christ Jesus” means that God’s
peace in the believer’s life is brought about
by the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who died
for him. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
made a covenant with humankind whom
He saved with His Precious Blood, saying:
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
to you” (John 14:27).

It governs: The peace of God is the inner
peace that governs all of us. The Apostle
St. Paul said, “And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts, to which also you were
called in one body; and be thankful” (Co-
lossians 3:15). Since the human being’s
external personality is measured by his in-
ner personality, God pays attention to the

inner personality of the human being and
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makes the construction of the identity not

from the outside but from the inside. As it
is recorded, “But now, thus says the Lord,
who created you, O Jacob, And He who
formed you, O Israel: Fear not, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by your
name; You are Mine” (Isaiah 43:1). There-
fore, the person who rests his mind in
God’s peace and keeps everything, gives
glory and thanks to God. It generates good
wishes for all mankind. Because a believer
lives with God, he is a partaker of God’s

peace.
2. Man of Peace

By believing in God in a faithful relationship,
the human being who is the abode of God’s
peace becomes the source of peace. As a per-
son feels a test of what he eats, peace will be
manifested in his words and actions because
a believer has the peace of God in him. When
the seventy-two disciples were sent out into
the world, they were told to say, “Peace be

'7’

to this house!” If there is a recipient of your
peace, it will be there. Because Christians
are children of God through rebirth, they are
the ones who talk about peace, preach peace,
and share the peace they have found with oth-
ers. Even though we understand the height of
God’s peace in the lives of Christians from
his words, there will be those who ask why
peace is lost really among believers. There is
no doubt that personal identity contributes to
the lack of peace for Christians or the church,
both internally and externally. The inner iden-
tity of a believer is crucial to the peace of the

church.
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Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said, “He
who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said,
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water”
(John.7:38). This is the grace of the Holy Spir-
it that constantly cleanses his inner self from
betrayal, fear, threats and violence. Because
the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of peace, He gives
the believer universal peace. However, when
the believer turns away from God through
sin or various corruptions, and he tries to flee
away from the Holy Spirit, the inner stream
of peace dries up. Spiritual dryness gives him
over to chaos, useless fights and arguments.
Since the life of a believer is a part of the Holy
Church and it is the unity of Christians, the
cumulative effect can disturb the peace of the
Church. Because the inner temptation is like a
baton relay for the outer temptation, he cannot

regain what he has lost from the inner self.

Therefore, the Christian’s guarantee of peace
is to hold fast to the relationship with God and
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Since the Christian
is armed with the spiritual armor of peace, he
must always be careful not to let the enemy
ensnare him or lead him into captivity. He was
told that while he was in the world, he was
suffering and had a rival enemy, but his enemy
was defeated by Christ, and his suffering was
eased by Christ, so he was victorious. Hence,
it is said that an individual’s personal life is
important for the peace of the Church, the
peace of the family and the peace of the so-
ciety. This does not mean that the opportunity
to bring and take peace is in the hands of one
person, but it is done as a cumulative result

that starts with one person.
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3. Community

The relationship between people is social
peace (common value), so community by it-
self is a value of peace. Within one commu-
nity, there are many diversities that are not
connected by religion, culture, language and
color. However, they maintain peace together
because they have a common country and are
governed by a single governmental system. To
live in peace in one country, they cooperate to
build their country with knowledge and devel-
opment. Because this unity is their common
value, they give special attention and value
to peace. There is no doctrine against peace
in any religion or culture. A religious person
cannot hate peace, but instead strives to teach
and to protect peace. The Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church teaches that community is
the value of peace and that its believers should
live in peace with society based on the Scrip-
tural words: “If possible, so far as it depends
on you, live peaceably with all” (Romans
12:18).

It is a Biblical teaching that a Christian should
cooperate with any community at the nation-
al level unless it is conflicts with his religious
and cultural values. The Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church prays for all human be-
ings, animals, cultures, climates and the lands
through her rituals, chants and teachings, and
extends her hands to her Creator. For exam-
ple, from the part of her rituals: “We intercede
for our country, Ethiopia, because she loves
God so that God may always give her perfect
peace” (“Be’nete Kedsat”: liturgical book, p.
45. No. 83).

€

It is known that when we pray for our coun-

try Ethiopia, we are praying for all society.
“We intercede for those who are barren and
have power, that God may give them knowl-
edge and the fear of Him” (“Be’ente Kedsat™:
liturgical book, p. 22. No. 84). State leaders
and all governing bodies, regardless of re-
ligion, are respected and prayed for by the
Church. Since peace is a common value for
all, she reminds us in her regular worship by
saying: “Pray for peace” and “Pray for your
country’s peace”. When God’s word says that
even the people in exile and suffering should
pray for the peace of that country, they should
seek peace: “Seek the peace of the city where
I have caused you to be carried away captive,
and pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace you
will have peace” (Jeremiah 29:7). Therefore,
peace has no borders, and one person’s peace
is another’s rest. Since peace is the guarantee
of life for all people, everyone should give
value to peace in their religion, culture and all

their lives.
B. How can we maintain peace?
1. Willingness

Peace does not come from external feelings
and other people’s influence, but from an inner
dedication based on sincere desire and will-
ingness. We can call this intellectual hunger
which is inner peace or psychological peace.
As our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said: “If
there is a son of peace, your peace will dwell
in him.” It is clear that a person of peace means
one who seeks peace in his heart. The Proph-
et David said, “I will hear what God the Lord

will speak, for He will speak peace to His peo-
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ple and to His saints™ (Ps. 85:8). If there are

songs, teachings, and news about peace, those

will help to strengthen peace and produce the
fruit of peace based on the inner desire and

need.
2. Avoiding evil and doing good

In order for peace to come, the requirement
is to avoid evil deeds and do good deeds as
the Scripture says: “Depart from evil, and do
good; seek peace and pursuit it” (Ps. 34:14).
Just as bad deeds are the seeds of violence and
hatred, so good deeds are the seeds of peace.
In the human mind where good things are
sown, the fruit of peace is bound to appear.
God’s word, “Mark the blameless man, and
observe the upright; for the future of that man
is peace” (Ps. 37:37). If the inner human feel-
ing is given the opportunity to experience sin-
cerity and truth, there is no question that the
fruit of sincerity and righteousness is peace. A
true man’s gain, his last labor is peace, which

1s mental rest.
3. Sacrifice

Another key to accepting and sustaining peace
is sacrifice. It requires making sacrifices to live
in peace and to be the source of peace for oth-
ers. When you have peace, you do not pay at-
tention to its value, but when it is lost, the price
is expensive to regain. To cure a lost peace or
a diseased peace and to restore it requires pay-
ing the price of a drop of blood. The peace of
Christ that is said to “rule in your hearts” is
obtained by the redemption of His Precious
Blood and the power of the Holy Cross. Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ brought about

not the peace of the world, which is seen as
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a violation and perishable, but eternal peace
that lives forever in the life of the believer.
The cross on which Christ was crucified is the
foundation of peace and the symbol of salva-
tion. It should be understood that holding it in
our hands and around our necks, drawing it on
our clothes and our homes is our proclama-
tion of peace as good news. “Thus making
peace, and that He might reconcile them both
to God in one body through the cross, thereby
putting to death the enmity. And He came and
preached peace to you who were afar off and

to those who were near” (Ephesians 2:15-17).

Indeed, God’s word, “If there is a son of peace,
your peace will be with him” still resonates to-
day. The breath of peace for our distant world,
we say that God is the source of peace for all
our people who are hungry for peace while
living in the name of Christianity. The foun-
dation for human beings to be peaceful with
God, peaceful with themselves and peaceful
with others is to accept God’s peace with faith.
Accepting and sustaining this peace with a
sincere desire is the existence of a Christian.
The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
celebrates with great splendor the universal
aspect of the cross as a declaration of peace.
Everyone who is a son of peace will have a
spiritual duty to proclaim peace through his
song, dress and speech. May the God of our
forefathers hear our prayers and vows, give us
peace to our land, and may He bless us with
His holy Will.

Glory be to God!
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