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Editorial

‘What Did Those Touched by the
Love of the Cross Do?

The apostles, and all the holy ones who fol-
lowed after the footsteps of the apostles -
when they were touched by the love of the
Cross, what did they do? And we, how should

the love of the Cross touch us?

“And he who does not take his cross and fol-
low after Me is not worthy of Me” (Matthew
10:38)

This powerful word is not only a call to those
who are servants but it is expected to all who
are saved in Christ to carry their own cross.
Every servant or believer has a cross they are
expected to carry daily. We must live our lives
in such a way that reflects this daily cross-bear-
ing. This is expressed by thinking about the

love of the Cross and living accordingly.

We must consider the suffering of Christ’s
Cross as nailed into our minds. The place
where the Lord was crucified, Golgotha, is the
place of the skull. This signifies that the suffer-
ing of the Cross and the love of Christ should

be embedded deep in our consciousness.

He was crucified to lift us from our fall for our

redemption. The mystery of the Cross is com-

plete redemption. When a person falls, to rise
again, they must remember the Cross, visualize
it with the eye of their mind and meditate upon
it. As Scripture says of the Galatians, though
they were deceived, Christ was presented be-
fore their very eyes as if crucified (Galatians
3:1). Likewise, when we are touched by the
love of the Cross, we are freed from decep-
tion and sin, and constantly see Christ cruci-
fied for us in our hearts, with His love living in
us. Those who are touched by the love of the
Cross will carry the Cross.

Carrying the Cross: To carry the Cross
means to constantly meditate on the suffering
Christ endured to redeem humanity. When we
are reminded of His suffering for our sake, we
take up the Cross ourselves. Today, the suf-
fering of the Cross doesn’t only mean being
stoned, cut by the sword, or burned alive like
in the old times. Today’s Crosses and tribu-
lations are spiritual: victory over temptations
like lust, impurity, idolatry, hatred, jealousy,
anger, selfishness, drunkenness, division what
St. Paul calls the works of the flesh (Galatians
SREG-Ze0
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Overcoming the works of the flesh through the
power of the Cross is our modern-day way of
carrying the Cross. When we are touched by
the love of the Cross, we defeat the flesh and
produce the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control, and humility. When
we are touched by the love of the Cross, we
become doers of the golden rule, which the
Lord spoke: “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.” (Matthew 7:12)

Whoever is touched by the love of the Cross
obeys this word. The foundation of our faith
is to love others. One who loves will not steal,
kill, insult, or lie because they love their
neighbor and do not want harm to come to
them. We obey the golden rule when we are
filled with the love of the Cross. The Cross is

a revelation of eternal love.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Cross today
in our country and throughout the world, we
must do so understanding the meaning of the
Cross and being filled with its love. So, when
we celebrate the Cross with fire, incense,
drums, and singing in a land full of exile, con-
flict, division, quarrels, unrest, and the absence
of peace can we truly say we are filled with
the love of the Cross? We must ask ourselves.
When the love of the Cross touches us, we see
Christ crucified in our hearts (Galatians 3:1).
We overcome the works of the flesh and bear
the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).

Those touched by the love of the Cross truly
see Christ like Saint Stephen who, while be-

48
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ing stoned, saw the heavens opened and Christ
standing at the right hand of God. The love of

the Cross reveals Christ’s face even in suffer-
ing.

When we are touched by the love of the Cross:
We achieve the goal of salvation. We look to-
ward Paradise and the Kingdom of Heaven
with hope. We find the true path of salvation,
and more than all this we long to be with
Christ. As Paul said: “I desire to depart and be
with Christ...” (Philippians 1:20-23)

Indeed, we walk joyfully even through death
because we are going to be with Christ. If we
do not understand the meaning and love of
the Cross, then our celebration of the Cross
is not enough. We must be filled with it. This
Feast of the Cross should be the only true an-
swer and remedy to all the trials our country,

church, and world face today.

This message is an excerpt from the 2018 edi-
tion of the Meskel (Feast of the Cross) mag-
azine, prepared by the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church’s Public Relations Depart-
ment. It was written by senior scholars, edited
by the department of scholars, and produced as
a special message and teaching. The magazine
is available both in print and on the Church’s

digital platforms.

We encourage everyone, in the love of God, to

read and reflect on it and may God help us to

honor the love of the Cross not only in cere-

mony, but in our hearts.

€OTC Public Relations Department
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit one God Amen!

O

Message of His Holiness
the Patriarch
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“He made peace in his cross, having put to death the enmity by it.”

Before the crucifixion of Christ, the enmity
that sin had caused was present between God
and the creatures living on earth, especially
between God and the human being who was
the cause of sin; the enmity had separated God
and man, both heavenly and earthly. To say
that God and man were separated means that
man was separated from God and from the
glory and life that God had. This is the great-

est punishment and the most dangerous death.

Since Adam and his children were the bear-

ers of the punishment of sin, their mortality

(Eph. 2:15:16)

of bodies in this world was not enough. They
were thrown into a place of punishment, rather
than entering into the paradise of God’s de-
light in Garden of Eden. Because a creature
separated from God cannot enter the paradise
of God’s delight. This truth is explained by the
contrast between the rich and the poor written
in the Holy Gospel. (Luke 16:19-31)

In this state, man has lived separated from God
for about five thousand five hundred years.
during this long period of time, our God, did

not leave man without hope. He comfort-
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ed man by explaining his word of promise
through the prophets in every age. The content
of the promise was that God would save man

through the redeeming blood of the Messiah.

When the time came for God to save the
world, He sent his only begotten Son into the
world. He took our flesh and our soul and be-
came man; and he appeared in this world. This
means that one of the three persons in Trini-
ty, God the Son, was born from our Lady, the
Holy Virgin Mary. He became incarnated, and

became one body and one nature.

In this union, the Son of God, the Son of
Mary, Jesus Christ, appeared in this world to
save humanity through His redemptive death,
and taught humanity the salvation of human-
ity. He made Godhood and the work of man-
hood one, without separation, omission, mix-
ing, or change. In other words, by performing
miracles that are impossible for creatures,
He showed that He is both God and man; He
taught humanity about the kingdom of God

and the way of salvation.

Finally, for the salvation of the world, He was
crucified on the cross and offered His redeem-
ing blood as a sacrifice, saving us from death
that came unto us as a result of our sin. With
His shed blood, He carried our punishment
and died in our place. Due to that, our debt
to death was torn; The Garden of Eden was
opened; and we were allowed to enter it. He
proclaimed the great good news to all of us on
the cross, “Today shalt thou be with me in par-

adise.” Therefore, glory be to our Lord Jesus

Calvary is the name

Christ, who redeemed us with his shed blood,;
today, like the wise thief, we who pray in faith,
saying, “Lord, remember me when thou come
into thy kingdom,” are not awaited for hell,

but for eternal peace.

We Christians celebrate the Feast of the Holy
Cross with great religious ceremony because it
has brought us out of hell and back to our for-
mer inheritance, to the Garden of Eden. That is
why our father, Saint Yared, sang saying, “The
cross is the above all things.” When we think
of the Holy Cross, we primarily remember
Christ, Christ’s love and salvation. We honor
and venerate the Holy Cross, in remembering
the Savior of the world Jesus Christ.

Just as honoring the flag of a country means
honoring the people of that country; it is a
truth and a reality that honoring the Holy
Cross is honoring Jesus Christ. When we un-
derstand the Holy Cross in depth, its inner
mystery clearly shows forgiveness, reconcil-
iation, salvation, peace, unity, solidarity and

forgiveness.

It is appropriate for us to honor, love and ven-
erate the Holy Cross. However, it is not only
to love, but also to show our love in order to
receive the blessings of the Holy Cross. Let us
remember that the love and honor we give to
the Holy Cross is a direct love for God. The
Lord Himself has said that love for God should
be done with all our soul, with all our heart,
with all our mind and with all our strength.
If this is the truth, when we love the cross,

it should be with determination to bring the

September 2025
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message of the cross into action. As we have
learned in the Holy Scriptures, the message of
the cross is to renounce sin and be reconciled;
forgive one another; experience perfect peace
among each other; be united and not divided;
cooperate and not oppress and loving every-

one.

So where is this all? This message of the cross,
which gives us perfect peace, has been forgot-
ten to the point that it seems to never concern
us. We are not living according to the message
of the cross, but the opposite. Although Christ
has broken down the wall of division with the
cross, many are saying, ‘Hate is better for us’
and are implementing conflict, division, op-
pression, murder, robbery, imprisonment, and
rape in the form of a campaign. This is a very
serious issue that is happening in our time.
This type of choice cannot benefit us in any
way except to harm and destroy us; we will
never find a person or a country that benefited

from violence.

Dear Ethiopians, my children in the Holy Spir-
it! Please, let us come to reconciliation and
peace, to harmony and unity; our development
and growth, our honor and glory, our strength
and favor are in forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion. Doing so will never bring any harm or
loss. It only needs discussing situations with
openness and sincerity. All of you, our chil-
dren, stop where you are and think; Look far
and wide for your own and future generations’
lasting benefit. We and future generations can
benefit by accepting one Ethiopia as diverse,

and the diverse Ethiopia as one.

of the Dlace

We will prove this truth by peaceful discus-
sion and listening, by giving time and thought
to controversial issues, by being determined to
answer all questions only through discussion
and rule of law, and by providing opportuni-
ties for discussion, not by force and war. We
must establish justice and equity; we must re-
spect the existence of human life; we must en-
sure equality and unity; and to achieve this, we
must accept fear of God as our common rule.
When we do this, the message of the cross will
become practical in our personal and commu-

nity life.

Therefore, let us begin this New Year as the
message of the cross, by killing hate with rec-
onciliation, and by realizing the peace and
unity of our people and our country. For this,
we convey our fatherly message in the name
of God to all Ethiopians, both at home and
abroad, to show unremitting efforts through
prayer, wisdom, and the sharing of good

thoughts and advice.

Have a blessed feast of Holy Cross!

May our God bless and sanctify Ethiopia and
its people!

Praise be to God; Amen.

Abba Mattbias 1,

Patriarch of Ethiopia Archbishop of Axum,
Echegue of the See of St. TekleHaimanot
September 26, 2024, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, came into the
world in perfect divinity and humanity to save
mankind, which had transgressed God’s com-
mand and fallen into sin. Humanity sinned and
fell by eating from the forbidden tree: “And the
Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘You
may surely eat of every tree of the garden; but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of
it you shall surely die’” (Gen. 2:16—17).

By disobeying this command, sin entered the
world, and through sin, death (Rom. 8:3-4).
To redeem Adam and his descendants who
lived under the shadow of death, the Son of
God became man and was crucified upon the
tree of the Cross, thereby destroying sin which
had entered through the tree. St. Ephrem ex-
plains this mystery beautifully:

“The Virgin Mary, who gave birth to God,
is our refuge. Through her was destroyed the
curse engraved in our nature by Eve’s disobe-
dience. The door of Paradise was closed be-
cause of Eve, but it was opened again because
of Mary. Now we eat of the Tree of Life, which
is the Body of Christ and His precious Blood,
for He came for the sake of our love and deliv-

ered us.” (Wudasie Mariam, Thursday).

The Virgin Mary overcame disobedience with
obedience and became our refuge. Because of
her purity, God chose her for the Incarnation.
Through the flesh taken from her, Christ was

54
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crucified for our salvation. Foretelling this, He

declared: “And I, when I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all people to Myself.”
This mystery reveals that by His death on the
Cross, Christ reconciles those who were far
from God and draws them near. As the Apos-
tle testifies: “He might reconcile both to God
in one body through the Cross, thereby putting
to death the enmity” (Eph. 2:16).

Thus, the Cross is the mystery of salvation.
Through it, Christ reconciled the world, giv-
ing His holy Body and precious Blood for
eternal life. For this reason, the Holy Church
venerates the Cross with a great honor, for
it was sanctified by the blood of Christ. St.
Yared proclaims: “By Your Cross, O Christ,
You saved us; by Your Cross You delivered us
from death, gave us life, and brought us out
of darkness into light.” This echoes St. Paul’s
words: “For in Him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through Him to recon-
cile to Himself all things... making peace by
the blood of His Cross” (Col. 1:19-20).

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
celebrates the Feast of the Cross with profound
reverence, both for its theological meaning
and its historical commemoration. The De-
mera ceremony, held on the eve of the feast,
recalls how Queen Helena (Eleni) discovered
the True Cross by arranging a great bonfire,
whose smoke guided her to the holy site. This
is remembered with spiritual hymns, prayers,

and cultural rituals, celebrating both the dis-
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covery and the life-giving mystery of the Cross.

Beyond its theological significance, the Feast of the Cross has long been a source of unity and
peace in Ethiopia. In earlier times, people were separated for months by the harsh season, when
rivers overflowed and roads became impassable. This feast provides the occasion for families
and communities to be reunited. It was a time of reconciliation and restored harmony. Today,
even though travel and communication have greatly improved, human relationships are increas-
ingly strained by modern distractions and foreign cultural influences. For this reason, it is more
vital than ever to safeguard our faith, preserve our ancient traditions, and live by the peace that

Christ accomplished through the Cross.

The Cross proclaims peace. It destroys hatred, removes enmity, and reconciles us with God
and with one another. Our Savior’s words, “If I am lifted up I will draw all people to Myself”
remind us that we are called into fellowship with Him through His sacrifice on the Cross. In our
prayers we confess: “Our unchanging Guardian, You have dispelled the darkness in us, brought

us from death to life, freed us from bondage, and reconciled us to the Father through the Cross.”

Therefore, the Feast of the Cross is not merely a remembrance of the past, but a living call to
fellowship with Christ. It is a feast of spirituality, gratitude, repentance, forgiveness, love, and
generosity. As one body in Christ, let us shine forth the light of our Christian life before all
people.

May the Lord who drew us to Himself through His Crucifixion make this feast a fountain of

peace and joy. May the power and blessing of the Cross be with us all!

Hbba Sawiros

General Manager of Patriarchate

Head Office and Archbishop of
South-West Shewa and Sheger City Dioceses.
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Megsage of the General Secretary of
the Holy Synod

“By the Cross of Christ, death was conquered, and Satan
was trounced”

Saint Yared
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In the history of creation, there is no other
creature as glorious in nature and grace as
the human being. According to the Holy
Scriptures, God has created Adam, uniting
the four natures of the flesh and the three
natures of the soul, honored him in the
grace of childhood, and placed him over
all His creation. However, man could not
remain long in the dignity and grace given
to him, nor in the life and wealth he ob-
tained without toil. (Gen. 2:7)

In the Garden of Eden, where he lived in
pleasure and joy, he displeased his Creator
by breaking the law that was made for him.
His height turned into a fall, his glory into
a loss, and his life into death. He had been
told not to eat of the fig tree; if you eat of
it, you will surely die! He disobeyed the
command and ate of the fig tree, and was

sentenced to death.

As a result of the tricks of Satan, he was
separated from his Creator and exiled from
the Garden of Eden to live in a land of dark-
ness, where thorns and thistles grow. After
the fall of the Garden of Eden, his soul re-
mained in the realm of death, his body in
the darkness of the grave, in the land of
death, in severe pain and much weeping,

for five thousand five hundred years.

When the time came for the fulfillment of
hope, “God sent forth his Son, born of a

Calvary is the name

woman, to redeem those who were under
the law.” (Gal. 4:4)

Christ, the Prince of Righteousness, who
came to save us by the will of the Father
and the Holy Spirit, and who reigns from
the ends of the earth, was crucified at the
center of the earth, to conquer death and
remove the ruler of darkness, so that all
who believe may be justified. (Romans
10:4; Book of the Mysteries, page 54)

Through the cross, Satan, who was the
cause of death and persecution for Adam
and his children, was defeated; the yoke
of sin was broken; death was defeated, the
power of darkness was dispelled, and the
glory and dignity of humanity were re-

stored.

He who was once humiliated, restored to
glory by the power of the cross, has re-
ceived our glorious divinity and is seat-
ed with the Father, on the throne of the
cherubim. This wonderful mystery was
accomplished, death was conquered, and
the cross is the emblem of our salvation,
through which we can labor in prayer
while we live in this world, through which
we are worthy of the glorious resurrection,
and through which we can show forth the

truth of salvation.

“He chose the cross, which is the wood by
which Christ was crucified, to abolish the
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deceits of Satan; as a result, the world was
sanctified, so it has a wide meaning in our

salvation.”

Saint Athanasius explained that the cross
and the perpetually flowing of the Holy
blood and water that were shed on it are
the great mystery by which we are restored
to our original life, and are saved from
His wrath, saying, “He is the one who de-
stroyed death and the one who destroyed
the devil.”

Everything written in the law and spoken
by the prophets regarding the salvation of
man was fulfilled on the cross in such a
way that “Then our mouth was filled with
joy, our tongue with gladness.” The exiled
Satan was put to shame, and the song of
the Lord was sung in our salvation. (Ps.
126:2)

The Cross of Christ, through which we
have returned to the original life, is our
strength and power to deny and persecute
Satan. For us Orthodox Christians, there-
fore, our glorifications are expressed by
raising the drum, combining the joyful
harp with the lyre, and by singing the glo-
rious hymn. And demonstrated by the say-
ing, “We show ‘the Sign of the Cross’ in
our faces to the glory of the Cross.”

As we celebrate the Feast of the Cross ev-

ery year, where the power of death was
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abolished and the devil, the dark prince,

was cast out, we must answer the vital
question: Have Satan and his works truly
been cast out of us? Or are they with us?
Because the beauty of the cross, the histo-
ricity of Christianity, is revealed when our
lives are free from strife and hostility, and

are regulated by love.

Therefore, the spiritual meaning of faith is
measured by the participation of a believer
in complete peace, social justice, national
unity and security, equality, and freedom.
Therefore, realizing that development
cannot come from division, but only de-
struction, we should eliminate hatred and
celebrate the Feast of the Cross with love

without hypocrisy.

May our Savior Jesus Christ, who freed us

from the captivity of Satan by the cross,

protect our country from destruction, our peo-

ple from persecution;
and strengthen our Holy Church in its unity.

May we all have a happy feast of the Cross.

Hbba Dioscorus,

General Secretary of the Holy Synod
and the Archbishop of Raya Diocese
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Message of Deputy Manager

of the Patriarchate for
Spiritual Affairs

‘And all things are of God, Who hath reconciCed us to Himself Gy

Jesus Christ, and Rath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;To

wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.

This verse i1s the divine teaching that Saint
Paul, who was called to the apostolic mission
to bear the name of God the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ. It is a taught given under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit about the

great reconciliation. It is not difficult to under-

S(

2 Cor. 5:18:19

stand that there was a long-standing conflict
before reconciliation; indeed, before the cruci-
fixion of Christ, there was a great gap between

God and man that separated heaven and earth.

The Bible says this about this: “when we were

enemies, we were reconciled to God by the
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death of his Son”” (Romans 5:10). In the begin-
ning, the separation between God and man was
created because of human sin; the source of
the separation was man’s transgression against
God’s law. God is a God Who by nature never
forgives sin, nor does he justify the sinner (Ex.
23:7). The main reason why God cannot justly
pass over sin or wrongdoing is because he is
a true judge who rewards those who do well
and punishes those who do evil. God is a true
judge and protector of justice, Who is steadfast
in His word, Who implements His word and
His deeds, His law and His judgments, and He
is the supreme judge of all judges. Therefore,
when a person is found guilty before God, he
is bound to be punished. In this sense, since it
is unthinkable to pass by in the way of God,
but to punish the guilty, man was punished;
and the punishment encompassed the soul and
body of man, the earth and everything in it.
The word, “Cursed is the ground for thy sake,”
confirm this. (Gen. 3:17).

The main theme of the punishment was “to
die”; then, man became mortal on earth and
in heaven, and separated from God and from
all the glory and life that belong to God, both
in his earthly life and in his heavenly life. The
nature of the punishment was applied to this
extent and measure. However, God, as the true
judge, is the possessor of love and wisdom,
and in His perfect love and wisdom He willed

to reconcile with man.

He also showed a hint of reconciliation when
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He passed the sentence of punishment; saying:

“Adam become as one of us” (Gen. 3:22). This

promise of reconciliation was a sign that our

human activity would eventually come to be
Godhead through Incarnation. From then on,
God comforted man constantly by expressing
his word of hope through the prophets; final-
ly, according to His promise, the Son of God,
or one of the Three Persons, God the Son, be-
came man. In this way, our human nature got
the chance to sit on the throne of God without
causing any division in the Trinity. The prom-
ise of reconciliation, which says, “Adam be-
came as one of us,” was also fulfilled at this

time.

In other words, when our human nature was
united with the Word, it meant that it became
God through the Word. In this mystery of
union, the Word of God, Who was both God
and man, was called: Jesus Christ, the Sav-
ior of the world, Emmanuel. In this situation,
the work of reconciling the world or man to
God began. The work of reconciliation began
with the instantaneous union in the womb of
the Virgin Mary and was completed with His
redemptive sacrifice on the cross. However,
the work of His redemption continues until
the day of our Lord or the Day of Judgment;
therefore, the greatest work of reconciliation
was accomplished on the day of His crucifix-

ion.

When our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified

on the cross, God reconciled us to Himself
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by His sacrifice; He ceased to count our sins;
because Christ took the penalty of our death
in our place. In this case, God reconciled us
through the redemptive death of Christ; God
is a God who gives the chance of participa-
tion to His creatures in all things, and He has
also provided us with the ministry of recon-
ciliation. Although He accomplished the main
and greatest reconciliation through the blood
of His beloved Son, He has also provided us
with the ministry of reconciliation so that we
can serve people through it. Because there are
many other forms of reconciliation that can be

accomplished through this ministry.

As St. Paul taught us, we pray for Christ, say-
ing, “Be ye reconciled to God.” The objective
of the cross is reconciliation and peace. A rec-
onciliation that works in heaven and on earth,
a reconciliation that manifests in soul and
body, a constant and eternal reconciliation,
a reconciliation that brings us closer to God.
Here the question that we all must answer is:
God has commanded us to perform the minis-
try of reconciliation; He has given us the right;
but are we carrying out His ministry correctly?
This is a question that is posed to all Chris-
tians; Christians carry the obligation to answer

this question.

If we celebrate the fest of Holy Cross, pray
and sing without answering this, our accep-
tance before God will be less. God loves rec-
onciliation and love, peace and unity above

all; He was crucified on the cross to establish
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these. For these, a spotless blood sacrifice was
paid. Therefore, for the sake of reconciliation
and love, peace and unity, we have been giv-
en the ministry of reconciliation that will last
until death, and let us carry it out in practice.
Christians should be aware that the reconcil-
iation and peace we seek to ensure is not by
killing others but rather by giving ourselves to
death. If we are murderers, we cannot be me-
diators, but rather perpetrators. The mediation
of Christians is multifaceted and broad; we
reconcile people: with God, with ourselves,

with others and with the environment.

If this is done, our earth will be filled with per-
fect peace; this is the peace that the Holy Bi-
ble tells us about. That is, the peace we make
with God, with ourselves and with all creation.
The peace that is spoken of outside of this is
incomplete. Therefore, let us reconcile with
God, with ourselves and with creation in true
reconciliation. Let us diligently carry out the
ministry of reconciliation given to us by God
so that this kind of reconciliation can prevail
in our country and in the world; for it has been

said, “Blessed are the peacemakers.”

“Thanks be to God Who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Nibure-ed €lias Abreba

Spiritual Affairs Deputy General Manag-
er of EOTC Patriarchate Head Office
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Message of Deputy Manager
of the Economic and Social

Sector

“‘Remember the days of old; congider the years of
many generations.Ask your father, and hie will tell
you; your elders, and they wil explain to you.

O

Our country, Ethiopia, is a land of ancient
and apostolic teaching, of liturgy and order,
of culture and heritage. Ethiopia is the custo-
dian of knowledge and wisdom preserved for
long ages and handed down from generation
to generation. The Holy Scriptures written by
Ethiopian scholars and many ancient books
translated from other languages are safeguard-
ed in ancient libraries of churches and monas-
teries. Whenever Ethiopia rises to this stature,
the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church ris-
es with her as the very source of this ancient
wealth and grace.
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(Deuteronomy 32:7)

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
is one of the few ancient churches founded in
the apostolic era. Built upon sound apostolic
sources and pure doctrine, it has preserved
an unchanging and robust faith for the salva-
tion of humankind. Beyond this, it has served
across the centuries as a treasury of education,
culture, the arts and architecture, and oth-
er riches of knowledge and wisdom. Its reli-
gious and spiritual rites, especially in the great
feasts, proclaim peace, strengthen fellowship,
and consolidate national unity. Among such
feasts, the Feast of the Holy Cross holds a pre-
eminent place. It bears a long history and is
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a heritage our fathers carefully preserved and
entrusted to us. For any people belonging to
churches with such venerable history and rich-
es, the foremost counsel is continuity and the
Scripture with which we began conveys pre-
cisely this message.

The call to continuity is especially urgent
when a generation arises that has forgotten the
past or pursues novelty without making proper
use of what came before. This is not a sum-
mons merely to remember yesterday, but to
build today’s identity upon a firm foundation
of faith and history. The word, “Remember the
days of old... ask your father... ask your el-
ders” was originally a message addressed to
Israel when they were weary and in distress,
reminding them to recall what God had done
for them in the past. It counsels them to re-
member yesterday. Likewise, for us, urges
to keep the rightful forms of celebration our
fathers handed down, and to transmit them to
the next generation. For some of us, the feast
has been treated as mere custom, and its spiri-
tual benefit has grown dim. Others, forgetting
its doctrinal substance and historical founda-
tion, adopt foreign practices as if they were
timely innovations. Yet the Feast of the Cross
is deeply bound to our Church’s teaching; it is
the practical manifestation of faith.

St. Ephrem compares the Cross with the
Tree of Life in Paradise: He was crucified
on wood that we might have life; in place of
the tree that killed us, we have found the tree
that gives life (Hymns on the Crucifixion).
St. John Chrysostom declares that the Cross
shines brighter than the sun, is more glorious
than royal purple, and is our hope and glo-
ry (Homilies on First Corinthians). And St.
Yared sings: “Today the Cross has shone for
the brothers; today the Cross has shone bright-

) September 2025
Calvary is the name

er than the sun and the stars,” proclaiming the
unity and continuity of doctrine. All the holy
fathers taught and wrote about the honor due
to the Cross.

Historically as well, this is a great feast con-
nected with the ancient Church and with the
search of Queen Helena. After the Cross was
recovered from the place where it had been
lost and buried, its veneration and exalta-
tion continued to be celebrated. As Eusebius
of Caesarea (Life of Constantine, Book 3),
Socrates Scholasticus (Ecclesiastical History,
Book 1), and other historians recount, in that
era (the 4th century) the Cross was celebrat-
ed with great festivity. In Ethiopia, beginning
from the reign of Emperor Dawit, the arduous
process by which the relic of the Cross came
to our land—and was deposited at Gishen
Debre Kerbe (Gishen Mariam), gave rise to a
distinct and resplendent pattern of celebration.
Because our fathers understood the mystery
of the Cross and its honor, they went to ex-
traordinary lengths to bring it to us, and they
established everything needed for history to
continue and tradition to be confirmed.

Therefore, we, their children, ought to consid-
er the years of many generations, to ask our
fathers and learn from our elders, not to forget
what has gone before, to honor the Feast of
the Cross with true spirituality, to affirm con-
tinuity, and to show ourselves indeed to be the
children of our fathers. May the blessing of
the Holy Cross never depart from us!

Assistant Professor Rev. Girma Batu
E.O.T.C. Patriarchate Head Office Deputy
Manager of the Economic and Social Sector
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“Calvary is the name of the Place’

MATTHEW 27:33 | St.Yared

By Megabe Berhanat AGba Tekle Yared Gregorios (Komos)

The sacred skull of Adam, the sacred ground
where the second Adam was buried, contains a
profound and inspired insight into the mystery
of salvation. It is impossible to fully under-
stand and present it in this short article.

The story of the cross (and that of Calvary) can
be started but impossible to finish is with the
tongue that speaks, and by any writings and
summaries; the one who writes when he is in
jailed, and teaches when he is released, Saint
Paul, in his letter known as the chapter of love,

says: “For we know in Part, and we prophesy

Deputy Secretary of the Holy Synod

in part” (1 Cor. 13:9; Saint John Crysostom)
The Pope of Alexandria, Christodoulos (11th

¢), also explained the mystery of Lord’s mys-
terious Birth, the connection between the skull
of Adam and the Cross of Christ, as follows:
“His wisdom is supreme that can not be told.”
Our country’s Andimta commentary scholars
also interpret it as: “His wisdom in saving the
world is greater than His wisdom in creating
the world.”

To extract from the evidence of the Holy

Scriptures the ideas that explain the historical
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and theological interpretation of the skull of
Adam and the Cross, which are wax and gold
in the history of human salvation, is to place

the lamp on a lampstand.

Therefore, while walking through this subtle
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wisdom step by step, we will try to see the
story from the mystery, the mystery from the
story, the Lord of glory, adorned with saving

blood, the unrequited favor He made for us.
(Isa. 63:1; John 19:17; 1 Cor. 2:8)
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Calvary: Although its history and message are
beyond interpretation, its literal meaning is
that it is a place of interest with a head shape
that is completely different from all the moun-
tains in the Land of Israel, where Adam’s skull
is buried, and where Abraham prepared his
son Isaac for sacrifice in the month of Nisan,

where the Jews sacrifice the Passover lamb.

The mystical interpretation is also a deeply
meaningful Christian teaching in which God
sent His only Son to fulfill His plan to save us,
in which the power of death was abolished by

the power of the cross, in which the wounded

skull, which needed healing, was connected to -

the healing cross. (Romans 8:4)

When the eternal Christian doctrine is ex-
plained, we understand that the name Calvary
has a deep mystery, which goes beyond histo-
ry and shows that the new life of the Kingdom
of Heaven begins there, where Adam’s skull
was enriched. (Col. 2:10; St. Basil the great)

The wonderful gecret about the
redeemed shull

The mystery of Calvary was performed by
Jesus Christ; as Saint Abba George of Gassi-
cha told us, “He became the altar of sacrifice,
the cross; Calvary, where His flesh was cruci-
fied and His blood was shed, was a wonderful
mystery in which the knot of life lasted for five
thousand and five hundred years was untied.
When we consider the mystery of those who
are not of flesh and blood, and the demons
were conquered, it is said that “the thing of the

cross is glorious.”

of the Place Vb

As the exemplary Isaac who carried the wood

of the sacrifice on his back, so the Second
Adam, who knew no sin, fell while carrying
the cross on the Via Dolorosa (the path of suf-
fering) and instantly raised up the whole world
-- He fell while carrying the cross that raised
up the whole world instantly; but he did not
perish. (St. Yared)

He is our peace, and He was crucified on the
mountain called “the Skull,” where He had
previously prophesied, saying, “I will make
salvation, I will make it manifest.” He killed
our enemy with His cross, stretching out His
hands to the right and left, to unite the people

and nations. (Psalm)

“He was crucified, and He was buried, and
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He was buried, and His side was pierced, and
blood and water were poured out from His
side; and the skull of Adam, which is buried
at the foot of the cross, has come back to life.”

(Mezegebe Hayamoant 5+35)

In a profound religious and historical mystery
that touches the heart, as well as in literature,
Our Lord Jesus Christ condemned sin in His
flesh, so that humanity could be freed from the
power of sin that brought death through His
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crucifixion. (Romans 8:3:4)

The Lamb of God, who had the keys of death
and hell in his hand, who had shed his pre-
cious blood on Calvary and accomplished his
work of redemption, when he was crucified,
he cried out with a loud voice, “It is finished”
(John 19; Rev. 13:8). The place where the glo-
ry that had been lost was found on the cross,
where the word Christ on the cross was heard
“it 1s finished,” is called Calvary. (Rev. 5:12)
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The Geauty that never fades, found in the fruits of the Cand

As the most honored Prophete, Isaiah foretold

in his prophecy, “In that day the branch of the
Lord shall be for beauty and honor, and the
fruit of the earth for pride and beauty to those
who have escaped of Israel,” the imperishable
beauty is restored in the fruit of the earth (in
the Holy Virgin Mary). (Isa. 4+2; 44-+3; St.
Yared’s Tsome Degwa, page 380; Book of Ar-

ganon by Abba Giorgis 4+15)

The beauty of that wonderful Lord, who was
said to be “the most beautiful of all the sons
of men,” has been transformed from the brutal
beatings of the Roman soldiers and the endur-
ance of the passion on the cross into a story
mingled with our life that says, “There is no

form or beauty that we may like.” (Is 53:2)
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Our God, the longing of all creation, suffered
on Calvary to beautify (sanctify) us through
the suffering He endured on the cross. Where
1s the writer of the cross? We have seen “the
King in the beauty of his love” face to face,
until we are astonished, like the prophet, ask-
ing, “Where is the justice?”” (Isaiah 33:17; Ro-
mans 8:19)

The mystery of our beauty begins with the suf-
fering on the Cross, which Christ received as
our substitute (redemption), in which we ob-
serve our life was crucified, our old body was
removed, and we found our spiritual beauty
and sonship, and entered into the wedding of
joy.

Therefore, the fruit of the earth, the world,
is the suffering and death that Christ willing-
ly accepted, in which we find beauty. Saint
Yared explains that the Church, which was not
stained by the blood of the Lord, was made
beautiful by your death, freed by your slap-
ping, was saved by your cross, redeemed by
your blood, and that we have returned to our
former appearance in imitation of Lord, and
that the heavenly glory that awaits us in the

future is great.

We believe in the great victory, who sealed his
testimony with his blood by saying, “O death,
where is your sting? O hell where is your vic-
tory?” as Saint Paul said (1 Cor. 15:55; Heb.
1:3), revealed in the work of redemption ac-
complished by the Savior, who is seated at the

right hand of His Majesty in heaven.

Calvary is the name of the place where the
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love of the cross was revealed, the glory of the
resurrection was seen on Golgotha, and the
mystery of the glory of the crown of thorns
was fulfilled, the “skull” was glorified with the
blood of the covenant. (Isa. 28:11; Heb. 10:29)

The Legal case filed, Gut the indict-
ment was unchanged

The inscription “King of the Jews,” written on
the cross on which we were redeemed from
the curse of the law, was a sign of accusation,
written to show that Christ was a lawbreaker;
but to Him, His eternal kingdom was publicly
declared, and the debt written by command-
ments, which was against us, was canceled by
divine wisdom. (Matt. 27:37; Gal. 3:13; Col.
2:14)

On the other hand, the governor placed the
inscription “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the
Jews” at the top of the cross, so that the Ro-
man Pilate, Herod, and the Hebrew High Priest
Caiaphas could read the inscription and mock
them, saying, “The Jews have crucified their
king that would free them.” (Gospel Commen-

tary; reading of the Passion week)

It is confirmed in the Gospel of John that the
Jews who were quick to betray Jesus, led by
their envy asked the Roman ruler, “don’t Write
this,” however the king said, “I have written,
what I have written.” Yet, it was not because
of him but by God, who is the head of all au-
thorities. (James 1:15)

This miracle was performed at Calvary, and it

is interpreted in a way that describes the king-
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ship, saying, “The power of God was upon Pi-
late, which compelled him not to change what

he had written.”

By performing His three miracles in heaven
and four miracles on earth, we understand that
it was not an ordinary man who was crucified
on Calvary for us, but God who gives life to all
creatures. (Commentary from Debre Gerizan)
The name of the place where the unchange-
able indictment placed at the top of the cross,
where the kingship of the head of all authori-
ties was proclaimed, and where the Pact of our

debt was erased, is Calvary.
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The Ged of suffering: the Garden of
wedding feast: Calvary:

This mysterious mountain, naturally shaped
like a head, mysteriously embracing the three
heads, was sanctified by the blood of the
covenant shed on Good Friday. Abba Gior-
gis, known as the literary lampstand of the
fourteenth century, also said in his essay on
the sanctification of Calvary: “Calvary was
sanctified by the blood of Jesus Christ; Gol-
gotha was sanctified by the purity of His flesh;
Golgotha was glorified by His flesh; Calvary
was planted as the bed of suffering; Calvary
became the garden of wedding feast.” (Abba
Giorgis of Gasicha)
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The wedding Lamb, where we are called to be blessed, and where all will be brides, 1s prepared
in the wedding feast of Calvary, according to the Revelation of John. If we are separated from
those who fight against the Lamb, we will be saved from eternal death and hellfire, and if we
wear the robe that is adorned by the Lamb (act blamelessly), our tears will be wiped away, and

our reproach will be removed.

Indeed, it is said not to abandon our righteousness, as it is written, “The Lord God will wipe
away tears from all faces on his holy mountain, and he will remove insults from the earth,” our
tears were wiped away on the cross of Calvary, and the prophecy was fulfilled literally (Isa.
25:7-9). The three heads are then, the Healer, the Crushed head, and the Healed One; were hold

together; the mysteries that were accomplished on the mountain (Calvary), by the Savior of the

generation and the Wiper of Tears.

The Head of the Healer

The Roman soldiers struck our Lord, the
Head of Life, who would die even for
the murderers, and who would heal our
wounds by scourging with their unbreak-
able rod that was used for punishment.
They crowned the Head of Life, who would
wear the crown of glory and praise, with
thorns. (Matt. 27:29; 2 Cor. 11:25)

The sinless king of life, Christ, by the crown
of thorns on his head and by his passion,
fulfilled the prophecy that said, “He who is
acquainted with grief, and who has borne
the iniquity of us all, will justify many.”
By smiting himself, he removed the deep-
ly rooted sin that had grown in the flesh of
Adam and justified many. (Isa. 53:3-11)

Christ, the head of all creation, who was
struck with a spear, “He broke the mighty
arrow -- the head of the one who broke it
(the authority of Satan)” (Ps. 75:3). The
place where the head of the serpent who
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wounded our skull and broke our hearts was crushed is called Calvary.
The crushied head:

Since the crushing of the serpent’s head at Golgotha, the source of all evil, and the healing
of Adam’s head had been God’s plan for many ages, the serpent’s head, which had withered
through committing and perpetrating sin, was crushed by the divine power at the heel of Christ,

who thought he would crush it when the cross was planted on Calvary.

The head of the serpent is crushed, so that it may not rise again, and so that we may not return
to it, so that we may consider it dead and not even think of it as being alive (Saint Abba Georgis
of Gassicha).

Not only was the head of the serpent crushed so that it would not rise again, but also the heads

of the wicked who do not repent and who imitate him in their deeds, as the prophet had fore-
told (Ps. 74:10). On Calvary, the crushing of the dragon’s head, which bore the sting of death,
finalized and God takes us in a mysterious chariot to the end of the victory and to the head that
is healed.

The hcaled hecad:

God foresaw something greater
for Adam, who had abandoned his
righteousness, despised his word,
and separated himself from his
glory. Therefore, He gave him the
promise, “I will save you; I will
heal you” (Exodos 15:20; Book
of Clement).

“A sick person prays to the phy-
sician to heal him according to
the promise he made to him, but
he cannot heal himself.” Adam’s
skull, which was wounded by
the serpent’s venom, was buried
at Golgotha, awaiting its healing
until the day of healing arrived.

When the time came for which

2
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not only, he but also his sons and prophets had
been eagerly awaiting, “The Healer came from
the heavens to heal the sick, and the medicine
was found in the house of David.” (The Book
of Mysteries)

The Healer, our lord Jesus Christ, who were
anticipated from the house of David, by His
grace for His creation, crushed the head of the
serpent and healed the head of Adam. (Isa.
61:1)

The head of the healer, who came from the
seed of the woman, healed the head of Adam
His head was struck for us, so the serpent that
wounded our head and broke our heart (with
the venom of the serpent) was removed. (Gen.
3:15; Isa. 61:1). Therefore, the mystery of
Calvary, where the wounded head was healed,
is wonderful. It is also astonishing that it is
called the place of the skull.

One of the church scholars who emerged like
a golden nugget, Head of Scholars Honorable
Alega Ayalew Tamiru, who was the chairman
of the Council of scholars, explained this won-
derful mystery and the mystical meaning of

the word “Calvary” as follows.

“The meaning of the Calvary, where Christ
was crucified is the place called the skull’ is to
demonstrate that from that day of the crucifix-
ion, until the Day of Judgment, it will remain
in the heads of believers. This means Christ’s
love, His suffering, and His crucifixion will re-
main in our heads. It will always remain in the
heads of believers as if it were crucified, and

it will never leave them.” “Calvary is our own

Calvary is the name

head; it remains in our heads so that it will not
be forgotten or disremembered. Our skull is
our own head,” Aleqa Ayalew interprets in a

very deep manner.

Every time we think and read about the mys-
tery of the serpent’s head being crushed and
Adam’s head healed, based on the testimony
of the Holy Scriptures and the interpretation of
our scholars, there is a truth that shines like the
light of the cross. Therefore, we must under-
stand that our calling is to proclaim the glory
of the cross in our lives, standing on the rock
of Love, for there is no greater love than to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 15:13)

and it is our spiritual responsibility.

Along with this, we should be active peace-
makers by following the best path, not for-
getting that living in peace in the country
that God has given us to live in until we go to
Him, celebrating the holidays with love, and
enjoying the joy (benefit) not only for others
but also for our own lives. As it says, “When
peace dwells within me, my body delights in
Jjoy,”

Therefore, since there is no body apart from
the Head, may God help us to remain steadfast
in this doctrine of life, to imitate Christ in His
reproach and suffering, to preach the myster-
ies of the cross; and may God help us to do

good works for our country and our Church.

“Praige 6e to God, who suffered
and died according to His will’
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