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Fest of Epiphany is an annual religious
fest of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahe-
do Church that visually commemorates
the journey of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ from Galilee to Jordan to be bap-
tized by John. This festival is always cele-
brated on January 18th and 19th.

To celebrate this spiritual festival, the rep-
licas of the Ark of the Covenant travel to a
nearby watery area and spend the night in
a tent. This day is known as day of Ketera
(encircling). The word Ketera (encircling)
is used because on this day the water in the
area is encircled and blessed and prepared
for the people to be baptized.

On the day of Epiphany festival in rural
Ethiopia, before the replicas of the Ark of
the Covenant began to march back to the
churches, young people gather from their
villages early in the morning and play Rur
(a game like that of Hockey). Other group
of young people ride their horses that are
named after the names of St. George and
St. Merkorieos and play equestrian games.
Some of the modern young men also play
football. Then, when the arks leave their

tents and return to the churches where
they came from, they are accompanied by
the priests that continuously chanting and
singing. The worshipers also sing tradi-
tional songs expressing their honor for the
arks.

The fest of epiphany which is celebrated
in such colorful way is described by theo-
logians of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewa-
hedo Church with a name “Timket” which
i1s to mean “baptism” the direct meaning
of Timket is to immerse, to wash or to
sprinkle. On January 18th at 3:00 p.m., the
replicas of the Ark of the Covenant will be
accompanied by clergymen and Christians
dressed in colorful dresses and make their

way to watery areas.

Scholars explain that the celebration of
Christ’s baptism by carrying an ark and
going down the river in our country started
during the reign of Emperor Gebre Meskel.
Following this story, Emperor Naod (1486
E.C.) issued a decree from that oblige ev-
ery followers of the Orthodox Tewahedo
religion should accompany the replicas of
Ark of the Covenant when they go down
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to the watery areas and during their return

from the watery areas to their temples. Ac-
cording to the decree, from that time on up
to now, every year the people accompany
the replicas of the Ark of the Covenant with
chanting, singing and joyful celebrations.

On the day of Ketera, after the tent is
pitched, water to be used for baptism en-
circled and everything is arranged; the rep-
licas of the Ark of the Covenant in every
Churches begin their way covered with
gold and silver mantles. When the repli-
cas of the Ark of the Covenant leave their
respective temples to go to the watery ar-
eas, all the churches ring the bells in honor
of the Ark and priests and deacons wear
a colorful service garments holding the
prayer cross.

Believers, from children to adults, attend
the fest both in churches and the paths
where the ark passes by, wearing their
beautiful clothes and highlight the festival.

At the time of the celebration, scholars of
the church, deacons and priests clothed
with golden garments and handed golden
and silver made prayer stick, drum and
cestrum surrounds the encircled water and
present songs that commemorates the sto-
ry of Christ’s baptism. After the evening
prayer is done and the liturgy conducted
throughout the night, the morning prayer
will take place followed by the reading of
the four Gospels. After all these prayers

are done, the blessing of the water will
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follow and then sprinkled on the gathered
Christians.

The church and the believers pay spe-
cial attention to celebrate and learn about
this festival. Because, all members of the
church believe that as Baptism is a core for
salvation and the holiday is a symbol of Je-
sus Christ’s baptism in the River.

Since the fest of epiphany is a celebra-
tion that combines the religious ceremony
with traditional customs and rituals, many
ethnic groups in our country, Ethiopia, go
to the festive places to celebrate the festi-
val by playing colorful games in different
languages. People present at this festival,
whether they know each other before the
festival or not, they come together on the
day of the festival and sing songs in their
respective languages to express their grati-
tude. Along with this, the fest of epiphany
creates a good opportunity for our people
in rural areas to get engaged.

All Christians who are members of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo church cel-
ebrate this festival together, regardless of
race or color. In addition to its religious
significance, the fest of epiphany brings
the people closer together, strengthens the
spirit of brotherhood, and promotes the
culture of helping and supporting each
other. Citizens of different countries, dip-
lomats, ambassadors and high government
officials as well as leaders and believers of

different faiths attend this ancient and reli-
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gious fest of epiphany.

This festival is celebrated with great spiritual ceremony in all parts of the country. Espe-
cially in Gondar, Emperor Fasil’s Pool, Lalibela, Mekele, Axum, and Addis Ababa cities
are among the places where the Christians come out to celebrate the festival in a special
and bright way.

Visitors from foreign countries take photos and videos of the spiritual events that take
place on this holiday, and the events that surprised them during the celebration. When
they return to their country, they share the story of what they saw, what they observed
and what surprised them, and invite other visitors to come to our country on the next
festival and be part of the festival. Through various international media, they report the
celebration ceremony and promote the festival. This plays a major role in the expansion
of tourism and the development of the smokeless industry. As a result, it contributes

greatly to the growth of the country’s foreign currency.

The fest of epiphany which is celebrated in our country with a great spiritual ceremony
develops a culture of mutual aid and support, strengthens unity and eliminates differ-
ences, and preaches cooperation with other religious institutions. During the preparation
of the fest, youth and people of other faiths do their best on cleaning the places where
the replicas of the Ark of the Covenant travel, giving due respect to the replicas of the
Ark of the Covenant and creating all the favorable conditions for the celebration of the
festival. Since such activities and participation is encouraging, it should be encouraged

and passed to the other countries too.

The efforts of the government security institutions to ensure the peacefulness of the fes-
tival, and their effort to work in cooperation with the administrative bodies of our church
at all levels is highly commendable and admirable.

Therefore, beyond celebrating this ancient and spiritual festival, which is registered an
one of worlds intangible heritage, we need to create opportunities that attract foreign
visitors and promote our country. Again, we need to actively participate on the effort that
lead to the peacefulness of the festival, to avoid unlawful acts and strictly keep messages
from the central administration of the church. In such way, we fulfill our spiritual duty
and responsibility.

L.S. Eskindir GebreKristos

Head of Public Relations Department
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit one God Amen!

“The word of God came unto John the son of
Z.echariah.”

John, the son of Zachariah, who was cho-
sen by God ages ago to serve as a sweep-
er of the Messiah’s path, was filled with
the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb.
The word of God came to St. John while
he was in ascetic life in the Jordan desert;
the word of God came to him that says:
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall
be brought low; and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough ways shall be
smooth. And all flesh shall see the salva-
tion of God.” Luke 3:3-6

John the Baptist received this message of
salvation from God while he was teaching
and preparing the people for repentance in
the nearby cities of desert of Jordan. The
main content of his teaching was pointing
out that the Lord’s path is the human mind
and that should be well prepared well in
order to allow Lord to walk on it. To ex-
plain this idea in detail, let the mind, which
has been crushed and oppressed by despair,
be lifted up in hope. Anyone who consider
himself superior in terms of power, knowl-
edge, wealth and status, accept and respect
equality and humanity; Let the perverse
mind that lives in malice and envy, in de-
ceit and conspiracy, return to honest think-
ing. Let anyone who own a heart that is full

(Luke 3:2)

of revenge and hate secure a life of peace
and harmony, and a well-balanced life.

God is beyond the heavens and the earth.
He is omnipotent and omnipresent. How-
ever, He repeatedly stated that He wants to
stay and rest in the minds of holy people.
The human conscience, mind and heart is
His pathway. Therefore He commanded us
that our mind, which is the road and the
pavement, should be straight and unper-
turbed. John the Baptist is sent to awak-
en all human minds in order to have such
preparations. The preparation in the hu-
man mind is not the end goal by itself. The
main end of is when every person can see
God’s salvation with his eyes, contemplate
it in his mind, believe it in his heart and
become the owner of his salvation like Si-
mon. This is God’s will and desire. This
is the main reason why it was necessary
for our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
to appear in this world as God and man
through incarnation.

The mystery of the baptism performed to-
day by Jesus Christ, the Son of God, in the
river Jordan explains the redemption way
of our Lord. Man does not have eternal life
by himself. Only God is the source of life.
A person can achieve eternal life when he
has a special relationship with God, the
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source of life, and through his relationship, he receives eternal life from God. He gets
this special relationship when he is born from God. And to be born from God, it is nec-
essary to believe in God’s redemption and to be baptized;

When a person is baptized, he becomes a child of God. And God walks, stays and rests
in the child’s mind through worship and praise. This the reason of the call that says “let
all human beibg see the divine salvation.” Because of this sonship, man will attain eter-

nal life. This is the grace that baptism brings to human beings. Therefore, God’s call of
preparation is for the blessing of eternal life, but the preparation is not visible in human
life. Even today, our mind is not yet prepared; our minds are still dull. Even today, our
hearts are full of pride no less than mountains and hills. We focused on crookedness
rather than sincerity, we focused on conspiracy rather than truth and this became our
daily routine. In this way, we do distanced God from us and as a result God left us over
to a reprobate mind. This is the picture of our world today.

The current picture of our world is very worrying and scary for all mankind. It is not
appropriate to ride on the shame of disobeying God and race to produce weapons for
war and massacre. Instead of this, we recommend in the name of God that our world
should stop and think and return to God who is life. Since the earth is full of unlimited
wealth both inside and outside the basic problem seen by human beings is not lack of
wealth; rather separation from God and disobedience to Him. If we cultivate it with love
and harmony, the fortune of the earth is more than enough for us. If we stop spending
the fortune of the earth for war and massacres and used it for development, the problems
and misfortunes would have disappeared from our world. We convey our message in the
name of God to all human beings, to refrain from destroying ourselves and protect the
climate and natural environment of our earth, to strive for the peaceful life assigned to
us by ending war.

Happy and Blessed fest of Epiphany.
May God bless Ethiopia and its people.
Glory to God Amen.

Abba Matthias 1.

Patriarch of Ethiopia, Archbishop of Axum,
Echegie of the See of St. Teklehaimanot
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Message of General Manager

“Christ is born and baptized; He gave us a sec-
ond birth through water and the Holy Spirit.”

The God of the ages, the living God, has re-
stored to us the grace that was vanished away
from us by the first Adam; May His name be
praised forever for bringing us to this day on
which we celebrate the baptism of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, that enabled us to re-

gained our lost childhood.

St. Yared

Due to the transgression of the first human be-
ings, Adam and Eve, many punishments came
upon mankind, and the main ones mentioned
are the loss of being child of God’s and the
written code of ordinance that says “Adam is
a servant of the devil; Eve is the devil’s female

servant.” Our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ
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were baptized in the river Jordan by the hand
of His servant John the Baptist to terminate
this letter of debt and to give back the child-
hood that all mankind lost due to Adam’s sin.
As the apostle Saint Paul taught us saying, “If
we have been planted together in the likeness
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness
of his resurrection” Romans 6:5. At the time
of Baptism our immersion into the water is
counted as going into grave and getting out of
the water is the sign of resurrection. The rea-
son of our baptism in such way is that we may
have the opportunity to inherit the Kingdom
of God that we lost due to the transgression
of Adam and Eve. To confirm this, our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ said, “Except a man
be born of water and of Spirit cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.” John. 3:5

Based on these biblical facts, we celebrate
the feast of Epiphany every year in a warm
and colorful way. In the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, the fest of Epiphany is one
of the nine feasts of our Lord and is one of the
most important festivals that our church cel-
ebrates in public squares and streets. Again,
based on the biblical verse that says, “Then
cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto
John, to be baptized by him.” Matt. 3:13, the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church takes
the arks from the temples and travels to the
watery areas in a spiritual way. Our church
did not celebrates the fest of epiphany in the
church like the other spiritual festivals, rather
it facilitates a way in which scholars, priests,
laymen and young people praise our God in
public. Due to such rites the public squares

and streets are blessed.
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Since the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church has been celebrating the fest of Epiph-
any with great spiritual splendor for a long
time, the festival is not only our Church’s but
also the wealth of our country, Ethiopia. Due
to this fact, the fest of Epiphany is a public
holiday in Ethiopia. The fact that the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) also registered the
festival as one of the world’s intangible cul-

tural heritages.

When we celebrate our rebirth, we should not
be in quarrel, separation and a way of life that
does not pay attention to spiritual values. On
the contrary, we should celebrate the fest of our
rebirth in a way that shows that we are people
of peace with the spirit of unity, harmony and
love, which is the manifestation of our country
Ethiopia. As we celebrate the fest of baptism
of Jesus on which the Holy Spirit appeared in
the form of a dove, which is a symbol of peace
for all mankind, we should all work for perfect
peace for our country, Ethiopia and its people,

and we should pray to God, the God of peace.

May our God give peace to our country Ethiopia

and the entire world!

Abba Abraham

General Manager of EOTC Patriarchate Head
Office, Archbishop of Bahir Dar and North

Gojam Dioceses
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Message of Deputy Manager

of the Patriarchate for

Spiritual Affairs

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his

name, he gave the right to become children of God!

One of the greatest things we humans have
lost as a result of our sins is our childhood to
the Almighty God. The God of glory created
us in His image and likeness, so that we may
be a manifestation of His love and glory. Then
He made us His children by His grace. The
grace of our childhood is to imitate Him and
to live with Him forever in his infinite power
of life, making us to participate in his abun-
dance gifts. This was the grace that God gave

us when He created us. Grace was given to us

)

John 1:12

by love, but the opportunity to have this grace
was to be granted to us according to the trust
we have in Him and our obedience. But when
we lacked trust and obedience, we fell into a
bad fall. The result was a loss of all the grace
that had been given to us. Most importantly,
we were separated from God and from all that
belonged to Him. And the wrath of God came
upon the world because of our iniquity, and we
became vulnerable to sin. Our Lord God and

Savior Jesus Christ revealed in our body and
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came to this world in order to change and reverse this situation. Our Lord came to redeem us
from the debt of sin that could have cost us a great debt and set us free from the trial to come.
The process of delivering us was completed by His unification with our nature in the womb of
Saint Mary, and by placing the person of manhood He untied in heavenly glory after His ascen-
sion. God’s mercy, love, forgiveness and reconciliation have been fulfilled upon us through this

redemption of Christ. For God does not put in his glorious seat what he has not received and

what he has not glorified. We should all remember that the grace given to us by His mystery
of Incarnation is so great. This is possible through the redemptive work of His only Son, Jesus
Christ, and the mystery of Baptism which granted us the sacrament of rebirth that followed
Him. Glory to God, today, by the authority given to the Church which is the center of His
kingdom, the glory of God’s fellowship is granted to everyone who believes in His name and
is baptized. This great gift should be valued, honored and respected. As we celebrate the Bap-
tism of our Lord with great ceremony every year, remembering that it is the day when we have
attained the awesome authority to be a child of God, beyond the garments and ornaments, the
joy and songs. During the feast we must be careful and promise not to take away our childhood
as we did it earlier. More than everything we must know who was the worst enemy that forced

us to leave our divine childhood.

If we don’t recognize the enemy, we will fail to defend ourselves. Our worst enemy, in the past
and even at present, is “disobedience to God.” If we disobey, we will be wronged. If we sin, we
will antagonize God. If God is angry, the whole thing will be ruined there. Christians need to
be careful not to let this happen. The root of all the destruction that is happening in the world
is the hassle brought about by disobedience to God. God tells us not to kill, but we prepare in-
struments to kill each other. We are blinded by prejudice and conflict with each other while God
ordered us to love our partner as ourself. God ordered us not to seek others belonging, but we
create tricks to take everything as it belongs to us. If this is the case, then the form of godliness
and the authority of childhood that we have acquired through baptism falls into question. To
prevent this from happening, we must be very careful with religious and governmental leaders
who are tasked with leading the people. There is no question that people follow the leader.
Therefore, we must first show our example by being obedient to God so that we can use our au-
thority to turn the people to fear God and be obedient to Him. For the key to our peace, salvation

and atonement lies in obedience to God.

God Bless our feast of Epiphany

Nibure-ed Elias Abreha

Deputy Manager of the Patriarchate for Spiritual Affairs
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One Baptism

The Geez word ahati is translated as one, sin-
gle, unique, and first. In this article, there are
two implications of the word to be discussed.
First, it means one that will not be repeated,
and secondly, it is the first of all righteous

works.

Baptism: it refers to entering and coming out

(Epb 4:5)

Lige Ligawunt Yosef Desalgne

Member of the Council of Scholars

of the water, as well as descending and ascend-
ing into the depths of a holy water through a
priest in the name of the Holy Trinity.

The Holy Apostle saint Paul, who was named
Saul in the beginning, the one who was includ-
ed into the mission of the apostles later, the

person who was a persecutor, then converted
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to the side of those who were persecuted, the

one who preached the world of the gentile ac-
cording to the landscape, the situations, the
way of life and the level of knowledge of man.
His lesson focuses on the unity of baptism.
Those who were preached were those who
lived in Ephesus, stripped of childhood, and

occupied with foreigners of various worships.

One baptism is one that does not repeat, does
not revise, is given by God, unites and produc-
es many graces. Baptism is derived from the
verb baptize, which means to be immersed in

holy water, to be immersed, to go in and out.

According to God’s command, it is the pro-
cess of entering the blessed water and appear-
ing three times. “And Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying, all power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: (Matthew Chapter 28:18)

Baptism is the foundation of Christianity for
those who accept it; it is the gateway to heav-
en. All other sacraments are performed to
Christians after Baptism. For example, in our
church, the seven sacraments of the church

can all be performed post-baptism.
Who founded baptism?

It is our Lord Jesus Christ who instituted bap-
tism. But before that, in the Old Testament, the
Jews had baptisms for the remission of sins
(for the time being). Not only that, but it also
included washing their bodies and garments
on holy days and places where God was re-

vealed with help, and washing all the treasures
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of the temple and their liturgical facilities.
Everyone who enters the temple for ministry
washes their whole body beforehand. It was
a mystery of Levite rite that involves drawing

oneself closer to God.

In the New Testament, our Lord Jesus Christ
established baptism in three ways. As the four
evangelists wrote in their respective witness-
es, and St. Yared testified in his hymnological
compositions, “Jesus went from Galilee to the
Jordan to be baptized of Saint John.” “-- Af-
ter John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River,
he himself was baptized,” teaching that the
founder of baptism was our Lord Jesus Christ
Himself. “But John forbad him, saying, I have
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me?” (Matthew Chapter 3:16)

1. By example: Our Lord himself taught us
by example being baptized by Saint John
in the River Jordan. And Jesus, when he
was baptized, went up straightway out
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon him: And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased. Matthew Chapter 3 : 17

2. By teaching: the Lord teaches us about the
sacrament of Baptism in various places of
the Gospel; “He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned. Mark 16 : 16 “Jesus
answered and said unto him, Verily, veri-
ly, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man
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be born when he is old? can he enter the
second time into his mother’s womb, and
be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except a man be born of wa-
ter and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That which is born
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. John Chapter 3: 3-6

3. By order: our Lord ordered us to be Bap-
tized; “And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: He sent the apostles in the
four corners so that all the people of the

worlds might have the Son of God.
Baptism for the Remission of Sins

St. Paul teaches that baptism is a one, and in
the Creed of the 318 Orthodox Fathers in the
Council of Nicaea they declare and teach the
whole by saying “we believe in one baptism

for the remission of sin,”
The Benefit of Baptism
Baptism brings salvation,

Everyone needs to be baptized in order to be
saved. It is evident from the divine instruction
given to his disciples that baptism is the first

and foremost act of salvation for man.

Based on this, St. Peter, The disciple of Jesus
Christ, the first patriarch of the New Testament,
taught that baptism was an alternative way of
salvation, similar to the salvation of Noah in

the days of Noah and wrote “By which also

he went and preached unto the spirits in pris-
on; Which sometime were disobedient, when
once the longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by
water.” (1 Peter 3:20)

Baptism result in Second Birth

Our Lord teaches us the mystery of Baptism
which is unattainable to the mind of creations,
as it differs from the carnal birth; as He told
for a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus,
a ruler of the Jews by saying “Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Except, a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” St. Peter
also Said “Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto un-
feigned love of the brethren, see that ye love
one another with a pure heart fervently: Being
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in-
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth forever.” 1 Peter 1:23

Baptism is how we imitate Christ,

St. Paul taught the faithful in Rome that bap-
tism is a wonderful mystery by which we
imitate Christ. therein? Know ye not, that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death? Therefore, we
are buried with him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of his resur-
rection: Knowing this, that our old man is cru-
cified with him, that the body of sin might be
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destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve

sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now
if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with him:” (Rom 6:3)

Baptism united us with the body of Christ.

Baptism is one way to prove that we are the
body of Christ. The Apostle Paul to the Gala-
tians “For as many of you as have been bap-
tized into Christ have put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for
ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:28) He
explained that it is the gift of the Holy Spirit
that makes us to be parts of the body of Christ.

In the Old Testament, Circumcisions were the
sign of the nation to be Abraham’s sons were
called God’s people, and in the New Testa-
ment these were replaced by baptism.

Symbolic baptisms in the Old Testament

* Abraham’s journey across the Jor-
dan to Melchizedek the priest.

* Job’s baptism in the Jordan and

cleansed of infirmities:

» Israel’s crossing of the Jordan and
taking possession of the wilder-

ness.

* Naaman’s the Syrian baptism and
healing in the Jordan (2 Kings
5:14), and the examples of bap-
tism we have discussed in detail
above are a doctrine that is for-
mally taught by teachers of our

church interpretation.
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In conclusion

The above points are believed to provide a
basic understanding of the nature of baptism,
including leprosy, repentance, etc. Although
there are baptisms that we are baptized with,
the baptism of childhood is only one, and its
performance is in two ways. For a man in 40
days, and for a woman in 80 days. The founda-
tion of this that the breath of life received from
the creator God in the 40 days of Adam’s cre-
ation and Eve at 80 days of creation (Book of
Jubilees 4:6); Second, those who come to the
Orthodox Church as elders, regardless of age,
will receive childhood and remission through
the baptism. But those who are baptized at 40
or 80 days see childhood, not atonement. This
is because they are innocent, as Jesus Christ
commanded: “Do not forbid the little children

to come to me.”

Baptism is celebrated all over the world, es-
pecially the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church, which celebrates the festival with
great ceremony on January 11 every year.
Therefore, let it be the will of the Almighty
God that all of us, children of one baptism,
should celebrate in solidarity and respect,
praying for the unity of our country and the

peace of our people.

Glory be to God
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Orthodoxy is a term that refers to the right

faith or purity of faith. Father Anastasius of
Sinai define Orthodoxy as follows; “The word
Orthodoxy is an expression of true knowledge
of God and His creation. He says, Therefore,
we recognize that orthodoxy is a life based
on true knowledge, guided by holiness and
purity. Orthodoxy is the oneness of the soul
with God, and its purpose is to be godly or
participant in divine glory. In this regard and
according to the level of spirituality Saint Pe-
ter wrote “To an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation ready to

be revealed in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:4)

The Orthodox Church raises human from a
natural essence to a spiritual body through un-
interrupted apostolic succession and priestly
ministry, since it is its primary purpose and
function to empower man for holistic salva-
tion. In particular, the Church has developed
and is working on a structure that guides
young people so that they can have faith and
holiness based on true knowledge and their
ministry founded in the concept and practice

of orthodoxy.

The Sunday School organizational body is
one of the spiritual educational and minis-
try structures where our Holy Church raises
young people and children from a natural self
to a spiritual personality. Spiritual ministry
requires a thorough presence at all levels of
knowledge and spirituality in order to carry

out it in a proper and timely manner, so that
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Orthodox youth and children can empower
their ministry to be spiritually and knowledge-
able, so that they can fulfill the responsibili-
ty of maintaining the church in a sustainable
manner and that their ministry is built up to be

perfectly orthodox.

This structure, which is currently tasked with
keeping the flocks and young congregates, is
being developed by the Sunday School Orga-
nizing Department to ensure that youth and
children grow up properly in church educa-
tion and know and maintain a morally well-
equipped church, and that uniform education
is provided everywhere. This is done accord-
ing to the common vision and strategic plan-

ning of our church.

Therefore, young people and children should
embrace the structure of education and minis-
try set up for them by our Church, and perform
a spiritual ministry that is completely ortho-

dox, untainted by alien thinking.

What does the Orthodox minis-
try need?

1. Steadfast Spirituality and Organized
Knowledge

In a time when many challenges loom over
the Orthodox Tewahedo Church, firm spiritu-
ality and organized knowledge are desperately
needed to overcome challenges and pass the
church on to the next generation. As the apos-
tle Peter taught, “ But sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason

of the hope that is in you with meekness and
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fear.” (1 Peter 3:15)

Therefore, starting from the Sunday school all
the way through the church system, such as
traditional ecclesial schools, and institutions
of higher theological education, proper learn-
ing of what the Church has prepared for young
people protects the Church from destruction
resulting from a lack of knowledge. Spiritu-
ality is also used to safeguard the church by
standing with the truth in difficult times so as
not to stagger and fail during the periods of

challenges and worldly storms.
2. Religious determination

It can be said that the young generation is
qualified to protect his religion when he is able
to understand Scripture at all contextual level,
and use this knowledge in a way that takes into
account the spiritual culture and psychology
of society, using the expression and presenta-
tion of the time to preserve religion, elevating
the degree of understanding to his beliefs and
knowledge. This is due to the fact that Ortho-
doxy is a ministry that focuses on the truths on
which Christianity is founded, a ministry that
seeks a commitment to face all challenges and

strive to protect the Church.

Therefore, no matter how much organized
knowledge there is, effective service cannot
be accomplished without commitment stem-
ming from faith. This is especially true in a
time when there are so many challenges facing
our church, with young people working day in
and day out to separate them from the flock

in different ways. Commitment to spiritual

Orthodox Youth Service
service is very important, as St. Paul begged

him not to go up to Jerusalem for fear of being
arrested, saying, “ Then Paul answered, What
mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for
I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die
at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”
(Acts 21:13)

In this regard, the youth of the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Tewahedo Church have repeatedly
shown that they are determined not only to
provide financial resources and knowledge
services and magnify ecclesial festivals, but
also to the point of self-sacrifice in the cause
of their religion. Therefore, it is necessary to
further strengthen this religious commitment

as the times are challenging.
3. Avoid laissez-faire

The attitude of laxity in Christianity that is
causing modern youth to live unprincipled
lives is a very dangerous notion that comes
directly or indirectly from the nonreligious
attitude of Protestant Reformation, Enlight-
enment, and modern socio-political liberalism
theory that inappropriately tried to modify
Christianity to the needs of modern society.
This notion is viewed negatively, including
by religion, on the grounds that it should be
free from any external influence, and under
the guise of individual rights, denies church
authority and mysticism and invites the young
to be guided only by their own weak thoughts,

which will not listen to anyone.

As it is written in the book of Revelations
“These things saith the Amen, the faithful and
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true witness, the beginning of the creation of

God; I know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and mis-
erable, and poor, and blind, and naked: (Rev.
3:15) therefore, the young generations should
avoid the attitude of laxity that without their
knowledge leads their life unprincipled and
drive their personality into unreligious and

with no spiritual mentality.

Youth Service during Ethiopian

Epiphany Celebrations

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ founded the
Mystery of Baptism, the gateway to all the
mysteries, said to Nicodemus, “Unless a man
be born of water and of the Holy Spirit, he
shall not enter into the kingdom of God.” And
by his order to the Apostles, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit” (John 3:5, Matt. 28: 19, Matt. 3:
13-17)

This baptism, that enables us to belong into
the body of Christ, that grant us to be members
of the Holy Church, was founded by our Lord
Jesus Christ at His age of 30. Since this is the
age of youth, unlike other holidays, Epiphany
is a holiday that has special meaning for the
young generation. Therefore, our church occu-

pies a large space of youth ministry during this
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celebration in public. The service of the youth
in this festival, from washing and beautifying
the streets according to their gifts to laying a
carpet for the processions of the replica of the
Ark of the Covenant. This is a testimony to
the dignity of the church in this time where
various temptation are circling the service of

our church.

At the same time, the singing of the Sunday
School youth and members of the congrega-
tion using a variety of melodic ecclesial in-
struments of songs, especially the Harpist of
the Ten String Harp of King David, which the
associations of the Harpist, are well trained,
and perform in number, including the harp, the

drum and the trumpet.

In order for this wonderful youth ministry to
be sustainable and spiritually knowledgeable,
a uniform schedule has been designed specifi-
cally for young people who do not attend reg-
ular Sunday school lessons, who meet some-
times during the year for epiphany services;
It is necessary for exemplary teachers in their
spiritual lives to be assigned and taught basic
church teaching. Likewise, it is very import-
ant that Sunday School helps the youth and
children not only celebrate epiphany and other
holidays, but also provide whatever they need
to grow up in the church spiritually, thinking
that they are the heirs of our church of tomor-

row.

Another thing that needs to be corrected from
the youth service during the period of Epiph-
any celebrations is the use of sacred paintings

for beautifying streets and squares. It is not
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appropriate to use the sacred images we use during prayer and worship in a dirty place exposed

to the sun, rain and dust, and it is necessary to correct it by properly aware the youth.

Conclusions

Despite the many obstacles that come to drag the young generations in line with various

thoughts, that every organization works targeting the youth, these days, the young man’s love

for the church is admirable. It is especially impressive that youth ministry is performed during
public holidays, such as Epiphany Celebrations and the feast of the Holy Cross, where all young
people are actively participating according to their talents and gifts, from decorating the squares
and carpeting to performing wonderful ecclesial songs. Thus, to make this service permanent;
The preparation of a spiritually determined and strength in faith is essential for the preservation
of the Church, and theological knowledge that takes into account current things is in dire need in
addition to learning and knowing the history of the Church and the nation from its contribution
to the construction of the whole ecclesial identity. Therefore, young generations at all levels are
expected to go from the basic education provided in Sunday schools to the traditional ecclesial

educations and theological colleges and do the ministry with full knowledge of spirituality.

Likewise, it is extremely important that our ministry be a blameless ministry in which God is
glorified. The apostle Paul said of his blameless ministry: “ Ye are witnesses, and God also, how
holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe.” (1 Thess.
2:10). He also said, “ But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not char-
itably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. Let not then your good be evil
spoken of: For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost. “ (Romans 14:15-17). Therefore, it is necessary to be careful that we do not
hinder the reproach of the good that we have been subjected to in drinking and other reprehen-
sible practices. “ Let us not therefore judge one another anymore: but judge this rather, that no
man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.” (Romans 14:13). Rather,
we should strive that our ministry and our virtues may shine brightly to all, as it is written, “
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father

which is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16). May God make our services acceptable in God’s presence.

Glory be to God!
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(Asterevo)
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The word Astereyo is derived from the Geez
verb (Astera’ye) which is to mean shown or
reveled. Its metaphorical meaning is to reveal
or to appear. In this article, we shall read God’s

revelation in two parts.
1. God’s revelation through grace
2. God’s revelation through Incarnation

The revelation of God through grace is what
the Almighty God revealed in dreams, visions,
as far as man can, and saved from the scourge
of death through an angel. In the past, the Al-
mighty God has spoken through angels and
prophet about Everything that He does in this
world. He has told His people what they should
do by hearing their prayers, accepting their
sacrifices, and revealing His secrets to them.
As the prophet Amos testified, “Lord God will
do nothing, but he revealth his secret unto his
servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7). “The an-
gel whose name is Uriel who was sent to me

answered and said to me, ‘Have you sought

the counsel of the Most High?’ I said, ‘Yes,
my lord,”” (Ezra. Su. 2:1); “O king, I have not
done wrong; my God hath sent his angel, and
hath shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not
hurt me...O king I have done no hurt.” (Dan
6:22)

1. The Revelation of God pre-
Law of Moses

A.Adam

The crown of Creation Adam had kept the
law of God for seven years, one month, and
seventeen days and had lived steadfastly in
His love. Then after he heard the advice of
the serpent and ate of the fig tree, he becomes
separated from the love of his God, and his
garment of light was stripped. And while he
was in humiliation he heard the voice of God.
“And the Lord God called unto Adam, and
said unto him, Adam, where art thou? And he

said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was
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afraid, because I was naked” (Gen. 3:9-10).

Even though Adam was judged for his sin, he
repented before his Creator to receive His mer-
cy. Then, He promised to save him after five
thousand and five hundred years. “He turned
him back, who was not deceitful in his pride,
with weeping and tears; but thou confess with
the pride of thy heart.” (3Mek. 4:31).

B. Noah

Noah was a righteous man who walked up-
rightly before God. God, Who has seen his
righteousness hided him from the flood. He
was told what to do before and after the flood,
and his sacrifice was accepted. “And the Lord
said unto Noah, come thou and all thy house
into the ark, for thee have I seen righteous be-

fore me in this generation.”” (Genesis 7:1)
C. Abraham

Abraham was a great man of faith, to whom
holy angels testified that he was God’s servant,
and whose righteousness was proclaimed in
the Old and New Testaments. God, who called
Abraham out of his fatherly love saying, “Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house,” appeared to him
at different times and in different ways. “and
when Abraham was ninety-nine years old, the
Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I
am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be
thou perfect. And I will make my covenant be-
tween me and thee” (Gen. 17:1); and the Lord
God himself testified that he, the Father of all
mysteries, had revealed his incarnated Son to
him. “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my

day, and he saw it, and was glad.” (John 8:56)

D. Isaac
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Isaac, who was born to Abraham at the age of
one hundred and Sarah at the age of ninety,
was a servant of the Most High God. He is
known for his obedience to the promise. He
offered himself as a sacrifice to God and God
appeared to repeatedly. “And the Lord ap-
peared to him the same night, and said, I am
the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I
am with thee, and will bless thee, and multi-
ply thy seed for my servant Abraham’s sake.”
(Gen. 26:24)

E. Jacob

Jacob, is a person to whom the Most High God
revealed the work of salvation that he would
perform after five thousand five hundred
years. As a revelation, he saw a golden lad-
der was set up from earth to heaven; A throne
was placed on it; a king sat on it; angels were
ascending and descending on it. To him, like
his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac,
God, whose love is boundless, was revealed.
“And God appeared unto Jacob again, when
he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him.
And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob:
thy name shall not be called anymore Jacob,
but Israel shall be thy name.” (Genesis 35:9)

2. The Revelation of God
during the Age of Judges
A. Moses

God revealed Himself to Moses; whom he
chose to lead Israel out of slavery, with whom
he converse for five hundred and seventy
times, who fasted forty days and forty nights
and gave received the law, who led Israel in
the wilderness for forty years. God confirmed

the glory of Moses by rebuking those who re-
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belled against Him. “And the Lord came down
in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door
of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miri-
am; and they both came forth. and he said, my
now my words: If there be a prophet among
you, I will make myself known unto him in
a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream:
My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in
all my house; With him will I speak mouth to
mouth.” (Exodus 12:5-8)

B. Joshua

After Moses’ death, God had revealed Himself
to Joshua, who succeeded Moses and revealed
to him as Moses. Then promised to him say-
ing; “There shall not be any man be able to
stand before thee all the days of thy life. As I
was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and
of a good courage, for unto this people shalt
thou divide for an inheritance the land, which
I swore unto their fathers to give them” (Josh-
ua 1:5-6). According to the promise, he led

them to inherit the Promised Land.

Because God was with Joshua, he caused the
day to lengthen, the sun to stand still, to fall
the walls of Jericho with a just a sound. In all
this, God, his God, appeared to him in visions,
telling him what he should do. (Joshua 5:13;
6:15-22; 10:11; 24:25-28)

C. Samuel

God were also revealed to Samuel who was
born as a result of the tearful prayer of Han-
nah, who was given to the house of God as a
present, who anointed and crowned Saul and
David to lead Israel. “And Eli perceived that
the Lord had called the child. Therefore Eli

said unto Samuel, Go, lie down; and it shall
be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, speak,
Lord; for thy servant hearth. So Samuel went
and lay down in his place. And the Lord came,
and stood, and called as at another times.” (1
Sam. 3:8-10)

3. The Revelation of God in the
Time of the Kings

A. David

Davis the one who was chosen from being a
shepherd, who was anointed with the holy oil
by Samuel, who had destroyed the enemies of
Israel including Goliath, and who had led Is-
rael as king for forty years, who had intended
to build the temple of the Lord and strongly
prayed with prophet Nathan, received a rev-
elation about incarnation. Then he sang con-
cerning it, saying, “We heard of it in Ephratah;
we found it in the fields of the woods. We will
go into his tabernacles; we will worship at his
footstool.” (Ps. 131:6-7) And in another psalm
he said, “God is the Lord which hath shewed
us light” (Ps. 117:27).

B. Solomon

God reveled Himself to Solomon who became
king of Israel at the age of twelve, and reigned
over for forty years like that of Davis his fa-
ther, and who prayed to God, to grant him wis-
dom. “As the Lord appeared to Solomon the
second time, as he had appeared unto him at
Gibeon. have heard your prayer and your sup-
plication that you have made before me, and I
have done for you according to all your prayer.
The Lord said to him: I have heard thy prayer
and thy supplication, that thou hast made be-
fore me.” (1Ki. 9:2-3)
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4. 'The Revelation of God in the
Age of the Priests

In the age of the priests, the Most High God
used to advise the people through the proph-
ets and priests whom he made the leaders
and guardians of the flock; and in the land
to which they were exiled, he used to teach
them in various ways and at different times so
that they may not deviate from his ways and
deny him, and he used to make them turn from
their evil ways. And they themselves testified
to this fact as follows. “This is the Lord who
appeared to our fathers while they were at the
wilderness with Moses.Today, he appeared to

us in the form of a great eagle.” (Baruch 5:7)

J. The Revelation of the Son of

God through Incarnation

The revelation of God through incarnation is
far different than the revelation that we have
seen in some detail above that has been done at
the time of early Fathers, and the time of Mo-
ses’ Law. Everything that says “God appeared
to them; God said to them;” only show the
revelation through grace. However, the revela-
tion made through incarnation is very different
from the revelation at time of the time of early
fathers and at the time of the Torah. To confirm
this, the great prophet Isaiah says, “He will not
save by an angel, nor by a messenger; but he
himself will save them” (Isa. 63:9). One of the
three persons, the Son, came into this world
by his own will, by the will of the Father, and
by the will of the Holy Spirit, and took on the
nature of a human being, and reveled to us.
The revelation is not through grace like that of

before, rather trough incarnation or becoming
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man, having our soul and body. As St. Paul,
said, “God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spoke in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets. Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things.” (Heb. 1.1-2)

6. The mystery of the Incarna-
tion of the Son of God

1. To terminate the work of Satan

“He that commits sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinned from the beginning. For this pur-
pose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John
3:8) By becoming man, the Son of God termi-
nated the work of Satan, has undone the work
of Satan. By being conceived and born through
eternal virginity of our Lady Mary, he termi-
nated the work of evil that was being done in
the womb. In his thirties, he was baptized in
the river Jordan by the hand of John, and he
tore up the letter of debt of Adam and Eve, that
says, “Adam is the slave of the devil, and Eve
is the slave of the devil.” “ Blotting out the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us,

which was contrary to us.” (Col. 2.14).

2. Since the world could not be saved by
the first revelation of God, to save the

world

God has revealed himself to early Fathers,
prophets, and priests in different times and
in different ways. This revelation could not
destroy the wall of sin that was built on the
human race. It even couldn’t restore the ru-
ined history of mankind, and couldn’t restore
human race to its former place and glory. As

St. Sawiros explained by comparing the reve-
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lation of the Old Testament and the New Tes-
tament, “God appeared to the prophets and
patriarchs, through different ways, but not
through incarnation. He reveled Himself to
the children of Israel, before he became flesh,
by performing many miracles in the wilder-
ness for forty years. But, the world was not
saved by the manifestation of God in all these
various ways” (Haymanote Abew 85:33) By
appearing as man, the Son of God saved the
world; He taught the world that the Father is
his Father, and he is the Son; He defeated the
devil; “He became man, the world was saved
by his incarnation and suffering; For the Son
became man, the world knew the Father; He
defeated the devil with his evil works” (Hay-
manote Abew 85)

3. To express His love for the human being

He created in His image and likeness

God expressed His love for the human being
in the old nature and in the new nature; the
old nature is, his word that says “Let us make
man in our image, according to our likeness”
and He created him in His image and likeness.
The other one is, when human being was de-
ceived by the counsel of devil, despised the
order given, and humbled himself, the Son of
God came down from his highness, and de-
sired to restore man’s former glory. Then the
Son of God become incarnated and revealed
his steadfast love for man. As the scholar tes-
tified, “What forced the Word of God to come
into this world, to be born of the pure Virgin
Mary, to become flesh? What forced Him to be
wrapped in swaddling clothes, to be laid in a
manger, to suckle at the breast of a virgin, to be

baptized in the river Jordan? What forced Him

to be crucified by the lawless Pilate, to be cru-
cified, to be buried in a tomb, and to rise on the
third day? Was it not for us that He might save
us who were held captive by the law?” (Hay-
manote Abew 16:2) “Lord, You were slapped
by the hand of a servant. You were struck on
the head with a staff. You were pierced with a
spear; You were given bitter gall to drink; You
are God who can resist, and but you didn’t re-
sist; You reached death. You become patient
even to reach to death. You have become all
this for the love of man.” (Anaphora of Yacob
of Serug, No. 26)

4. To defeat Satan and enable us to defeat it

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said, “But
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
(John 16:33), one of the mysteries of His in-
carnation is to defeat Satan and give us the
ability to defeat it. Starting the time of His
conception, He defeated the devil trough His
persecution, baptism, fasting, teaching, suffer-
ing, death, and resurrection. Today, Christians
fight with the devil that was defeated by the
work of Christ’s salvation. Any person can
capture a defeated army; after Christ defeated
the devil, any believer who calls on the name
of Christ and makes the sign of the cross be-

comes victorious.
5. To hand over us His kingdom.

Because of Adam’s sin, we were cast out of
paradise and separated from glory. For God
appointed angels with flaming swords as
guards at the gates of paradise to prevent us
from returning to paradise, it was impossi-
ble to enter at all, (Genesis 3:24). However,

the Son of God, Christ, by becoming a man,
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opened what was closed on us; He raised us from where we had fallen; He has made us attain

the glory that Adam could not attain. “He opened the gate of Paradise, which was closed by the
sin of our father Adam, and removed the cherubim guarding the tree of life, and removed the
fiery dart from its hand, and brought us to the tree of life; and we received its fruit.” (Haymanote
Abew 36:38)

Summary

Revelation means to be seen, to be revealed, and the time of Epiphany (Revelation) also means

the time of being seen, being revealed. In the ancient, Apostolic and holy Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, the liturgical tradition, starting from January 11; the time is called the peri-
od of baptism and the period of the Epiphany, the number of days is twenty days; this happens
when the great lent begins on March 14.

During this period, the great lent starts between thirty-five days from February 8 to March 14;
therefore, our Holy Church, while celebrating the Feast of the Baptism, describes the month as
“the period of baptism and Epiphany (Revelation)”. Because, it is this time on which the invis-

ible heavenly God was reveled and baptized by John the Baptist in the river Jordan.

The feasts celebrated until the Great Lent will be included in the period of Epiphany. For exam-
ple, the feast of Our Lady on January 21 E.C. is called the Assumption of Mary, which signifies
two things. One is that when we say our Lord Christ appeared; He was revealed by the flesh He
took from Our Lady. The second is that it is a month on which the Lord was born, baptized and

turned water into wine performing His first miracle.

The feasts celebrated up to the Great Lent are included in the Assumption. For example, the
feast of Our Lady, January 21, is called the Assumption of Mary, which signifies two things.
One is that our Lord Christ appeared; it is said to have been touched by the flesh that He took
from Our Lady. The second is that the Lord was born, baptized, and performed His first miracle

by turning water into wine.

Our church describes the season of Revelation (Epiphany), in the words of Yared saying, “The
invisible is revealed. The revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ became true in the middle of mir-
acles. He turned water into wine, he descended from heaven, he is born from Virgin Mary for
our salvation. He is revealed to redeem the world and to establish peace with us. He became

man and was baptized in the Jordan, fulfilling the law.”

He was born as a man, and revealed in the center of humanity, he became like men in all his

deeds, except for sin.
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