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Introduction

WHEREAS, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church endeavors to ensure the comprehensive,
uniform bylaw for spiritual and social sustenance of all
its parish congregations located outside Ethiopia
within the official legal frameworks of the countries
they are established, while upholding the autonomy,
unity, and universality of the church as well as its
organizational chain of command;

WHEREAS, there is a need to enact a unified law that
enhances the effectiveness and efficiency of the
spiritual, social, and developmental services provided
by the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church abroad;

WHEREAS, it is essential to establish a system that
fosters strongly collaborated relationships that enrich
peace, love, and unity among the clergy, monks, nuns,
scholars, and all the laity who are living in foreign
nations;

WHEREAS, an accountably structured system is
required from any spiritual service provider institution
bearing the name of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church established in foreign countries, ensuring to
provide its solely serves according to spiritual purpose
answerable to the Holy Synod;

WHEREAS, it is essential for dioceses operating in
foreign countries to maintain a direct spiritual and
administrative relationship with the Holy Synod, with
clearly defined duties and responsibilities guided by
the established laws and canons of the Church;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 16.2
of the Church's Constitution, the Holy Synod of
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church promulgates
this "Bylaw No. 6/2016 for Dioceses/Archdioceses
Parishes  Ecclesiastical ~Administration  Council
Outside of Ethiopia.”
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Section |
General Provisions
Article 1:
Short title

This bylaw may be cited as, <’Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church: Bylaw Number 6/2016 for
Dioceses/ Archdioceses Parishes Ecclesiastical
Administration Council Outside of Ethiopia”’
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Article 2
Definition of Terms

Subject to the definitions provided in the
revised Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church Constitution No. 1/2015, unless
otherwise specified by other applicable laws
and regulations, this bylaw shall hold the
following meanings within all parish churches
under the jurisdiction of dioceses outside
Ethiopia:

1."Church" refers to, the definition in the
Church's constitution, any entity bearing the
name "“Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo"
within and outside the country.

2."Local Church/Parish" designates a church
governed under the administrative structure
of a diocese, housing clergy, scholars,
teachers, laity, and Sunday school youth.

3."Holy Synod" signifies the supreme legislative
body comprising Archbishops and Bishops, led
by His Holiness the Patriarch, serving as the
highest spiritual and administrative legislator
for all Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Churches worldwide.

4."Holy Patriarch" is the primate that presides
over the Holy Synod of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church (father of the
multitude).
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5."Archbishop/Bishop or Episkopos™ pertains
to an individual who meets the qualified the
criteria established by the Churches’ canon and
the election committee under the Holy Synod,
who is canonically ordained through prayer
and laying of hands. Preserving its meaning in
the Churches’ Constitution, He is accountable
to the Holy Synod and serves as the main
spiritual shepherd, leader and father for
churches under dioceses abroad.

6."Office of the Patriarchate/ Head office"
refer to the primary executive body of the
Church, established by the Holy Synod to
perform and implement administrative tasks
in line with the rules and regulations set forth
by the Holy Synod.

7."General Manager of the Patriarchate" is
the highest authorized official responsible for
the administrative  functions of the
Patriarchate and for implementing decisions
and directives issued by the Holy Synod.

8."Diocese" means a spiritual administrative
jurisdiction designated by the General Holy
Synod and led by an archbishop or bishop
appointed by the Holy Synod.

9."General Assembly" denotes an assembly of
clergy, laity, and Sunday school youth at all
levels, convening to deliberate and make
decisions regarding the spiritual and
administrative activities, and to choose
members of the administrative council or
executive committee.

10.“Manager of the Diocese" refers to an
individual accountable to the archbishop
and responsible for operating the work of
the diocese under the Archbishop's
guidance.
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12."Parish

11."Parish Spiritual Administrative Council

or Executive Committee" signifies to the
executive committee at various levels, of
the parish, district, diocese and patriarchate,
elected by their own respective general
assemblies to serve as the executive and
Spiritual Administrative Council.

Spiritual Administrative
Councils outside the country™ refers to;

a. A gathering of clergy, laity, and Sunday

school youth offering their knowledge,
skills, wealth, and services to support the
church at the level organized by a Parish
Council of the church. They can elect (and
be elected as) members for the spiritual
management council (executive
committee) of Parish Churches.

. Unless specifically approved by the Holy

Synod, a group comprising at least 3-
parish churches, with representatives from
clergy, laity, and Sunday school youth of
parishes, a district council may be
organised. They are authorized to elect
(and be elected as) members for the
spiritual Administrative council (executive
committee) at the district (woreda) level in
order to strengthen, organize and provide
relevant services in their respective church
where they are located.

The Spiritual Assembly of the Diocese, at
the Bishopric consists of clergy, laity, and
Sunday school youth representatives from
District Parish Spiritual Administrative
councils (executive committee). Their role
Is to elect (and to be elected) the necessary
members for the bishopric diocesan
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spiritual management council at the

diocesan level.

"Administration™ refers to the clerical
management and leadership of all
organizations within the structure of the
Church, from the Patriarchate to the local
parish churches.

"Management Council” refers to the
decision-making body where heads of
various departments in the Patriarchate or
sections of the Diocese convene to ensure
proper execution of tasks.

"Manager of District Council” refers to
an individual leader accountable to and
receives orders from the Archbishop and
Manager of the diocese, to overseeing the
work of the district parishes.

"Manager of Local Church" signifies the
spiritual and administrative leader of the
church, appointed by the Patriarch on the
recommendation of the Archbishop/
Bishop of the diocese to manage a local
church.

"Organization™ refers to an institution
established by the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, to provide
developmental and social services.

"Monastery" refers to spiritual institution
of the church, adhering to the ancient
monastic traditions of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church, where
monks and nuns reside, following
monastic canons and orders.
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. "Abbot of a Monastery" is the head of a
monastery appointed in a monastery where
Monks live alone or monks live alongside
Nuns in their respective separate monastic
territory.

."Abbes/ Mother Superior" refers to the
head of Nuns appointed in a monastery
where male and female monks live
separately in their respective monastic
territory or where only monastic Nuns
reside and serve together.

. "Qale Awadi" refers to Parish Spiritual
Council legislation, revised for the fourth
time and ratified in 2009 E.C. (2016/17
AD), aimed at strengthening the unity and
function of the Holy Church.

"Laity" represents a believer who is
baptized according to the church's canon
and has become a member of the Church.

"Special Annexed Internal Rule" refers
to an internal rule prepared as an appendix
to this legislation, following the mandatory
legal framework of the state where the
Parish Church of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church in a foreign country, to
acquire legal personality in compliance
with the country's regulations.
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Article 3
Scope of Application

This bylaw shall be applied to Dioceses,
District Councils, and parish churches
established outside of Ethiopia, following
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. Notwithstanding  the

the Doctrine, Canons, and Traditions of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. It
also covers church servants and workers at
all levels, believers, Sunday school youth,
spiritual associations, and all institutions
established to foster the development and
growth of the church at large.

. This bylaw shall be the supreme governing

law for Diocese and Parish churches under
the diocese outside of Ethiopia, after it is
approved and issued by the Holy Synod.

. Parish churches as well as organizations

established (or to be established) outside of
Ethiopia under the name of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church, shall be
managed solely based on the directives
provided by the Archbishop of the diocese,
who is appointed by the Holy Synod.

. Parish churches outside of Ethiopia may

establish working relationships with higher
authorities only after their case is
acknowledged and approved by the
Archbishop. Decisions that do not adhere to
the central and official structure will not be
recognized or enforced by the diocese.

provisions in
subsection four of this Article, any
discontent petitioner may bring their
complaint to higher-level authorities’ stage
by stage.

. To facilitate the effective execution of

administrative tasks of dioceses outside
Ethiopia and to ensure its application for all,
this bylaw will be translated into various
international languages after it is approved
and issued by the Holy Synod.
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7. This regulation shall be recognized by
governmental and  non-governmental
organizations in foreign countries.
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Article 4
Interpretation of the Bylaw

1. This bylaw shall be interpreted in parallel with
the Church's Constitution, Qale-Awadi (Parish
Spiritual Council rule), and other relevant rules
and regulations.

2. In cases where the provisions of this Bylaw
are not comprehensive, it will be properly
supplemented by Church's Constitution and
Qale Awadi (Parish Spiritual Council rule).

3. In situations involving the Parish Spiritual
Council of dioceses outside Ethiopia, this
legislation shall take precedence in case of
conflicts with other rules.
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Section 2
Regarding the Parish Spiritual Councils of
Dioceses outside of Ethiopia

Article 5
Establishment of Parish Spiritual Councils

1. The Parish Spiritual Administration Councils of
Dioceses outside of Ethiopian under the Holy
Synod of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church is established by this bylaw.

2. This bylaw mandates that clergy and laity
must collaborate in establishing a Parish
Spiritual Council in all dioceses and
bishoprics outside of Ethiopia, wherever an
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
exists, in accordance with the laws and
regulations of the Church.
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3.

Recognized monasteries are governed by
monastic laws issued by the Holy Synod,
and they are not obliged to establish a Parish
Spiritual Council. However, based on
situations and circumstances, they may
establish one upon the reference of the
diocese when approval by the Holy Synod.

. The Parish Spiritual Councils, established

(or to be established) at every level from the
local church's Parish Spiritual Council up to
the  Patriarchate's  General  Spiritual
Assembly, shall exercise the legal rights and
obligations granted to the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church by the Civil
Law Proclamation No. 398 and 399.

. Each Diocese's Bishopric and capital city

are considered as one district and shall
establish its own Parish Spiritual Council.
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Article 6

Objectives of the Parish Spiritual Council

1.

2.

3.

Local Parish churches, located outside the
country, play a pivotal role in upholding the
Doctrine, Canons, law, and order of the
Holy Church. They contribute to growth,
peace, and unity of the parish churches
under the diocese, striving to ensure
harmony, and comprehensive service.

To fulfil the Apostolicity and evangelism,
provide comprehensive spiritual education,
Sunday schools service, and to ensure
complete spiritual services and rituals.

To guarantee the faithful transmission of the
ancient and historic religious Tradition and
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. Providing

rituals of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church from generation to generation.

Strengthening the faith and moral values of
Ethiopian Christian communities abroad,
safeguarding  the  well-being  and
livelihoods of church servants, and
enhancing their abilities and service skills
for effective apostolic duty.

spiritual  education and
empowerment to believers and youth,
irrespective of gender, ethnicity, colour,
language, or cultural background, fostering
spiritual knowledge, religious loyalty, and
consistent religious practices, promoting
Christian virtues, cooperation, empathy,
understanding, and love.

Supporting and developing Sunday school
institutions established by parish churches to
nurture the spiritual and moral growth of
children and youth within the church
framework, preparing them for future
leadership of both the country and the church.
In addition to organizing associations to
empower believers as role models by teaching
them about Ethiopian culture, language, and
history.

. Collaborating to develop a comprehensive

program for strengthening evangelism in
churches worldwide when requested.

. Promoting self-sufficiency of the Church

and development efforts, ensuring that its
moral mission is accessible wherever
Parish Councils are established.
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9. Allocating appropriate positions and
salaries to servants following their skills,
knowledge, and work experience, to the
extent that financial resources allow.

10.Establishing new churches in cities and
places with substantial Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo followers, in adherence to the
Church's canonical laws and regulations.

11.Strengthening the organizational and
administrative  structure of dioceses
worldwide through the implementation of
directives and decisions from the Holy
Synod and the Patriarchate, coordinated by
the Department of Foreign Relations of the
Patriarchate.

12.Prioritizing the Orthodox Tewahedo
education and ethical upbringing of the
future generation, producing believers and
clergy from non-believing groups as the
primary task of dioceses and local churches
at all levels in foreign countries.

13.Upholding and advocating for the church's
rights, dignity and safety as well as the
entire well-being of the faithful according
to the laws and regulations of the respective
host country.
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Article 7
The Duties and Responsibilities of the
Parish Spiritual Council

The Parish Spiritual Council established
outside the country is entrusted with the
following responsibilities to fulfill its mission:
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1. Spreading the teachings of Gospel, the
kingdom of God to the entire world.

2. Establishing and managing the spiritual
and contemporary/public church schools.

3. Providing spiritual and social services to
priests, scholars, servants, and all the
faithful.

4. Founding, supporting, organizing and
intensifying Sunday schools

5. Addressing all demands of the spiritual and
administrative services of the church.

6. Guiding the church according to the
officially acknowledged spiritual and
administrative rules and regulations.

7. Promoting the self-sufficiency of the
church in terms of wealth and assets.

8. Registering and safeguarding all tangible
and intangible church properties both
domestically and internationally in
collaboration with the Patriarchate while
fostering growth and development through
proper registration and inventory.

9. Executing the laws, regulations, directives,
orders, and decisions issued by superiors in
compliance with the Church's Constitution.

10.Encouraging mutual cooperation and
assistance among Parish Spiritual Councils
of nearby and distant parishes.

11.Establishing charity organizations as
needed and facilitating their services.
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12.Developing plans and schedules for
construction, renovation, maintenance, of
church buildings and similar activities as
well as controlling their implementations.

13. Maintaining accurate records of the number of
clergy, scholars, teachers, and laity of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.
Inventory of fixed and movable assets,
finances, income, and expenses of the Parish
and provide timely reports to relevant parties.

14.Carrying out and implementing any matter
related to the Church in alignment with this
Bylaw and Qale-Awadi.

15.Initiating,  executing, and enforcing
activities as outlined in subsections 1-14.
Engaging with concerned individuals and
organizations as needed to discuss and
address relevant matters.

16.Drafting annually detailed action plan
schedule to fulfil spiritual responsibilities
accountably.

17.0rganizing at least three annual gatherings,
in addition to the General Assembly
scheduled in the Qale-Awadi, by the
Diocese  Administrative  Council  as
directed by the Holy Synod to examine the
work performance, exchange experiences,
and collaborates to protect the church's
rights and interests.
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Article 8
Structure of the Parish Spiritual Council

The structure of the Parish Spiritual Council in
Dioceses outside the country is structured as
follows, according to Qale-Awadi:

1. Parish Spiritual Council of Priests and
faithful in the local parish church.

2. The District Parish Spiritual Council

3. The Spiritual Council of the Diocesan
Bishopric.

4. The General Parish Spiritual Assembly of
the Patriarchate
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Article 9
Implementation of the Regulations

Dioceses, and local Parish churches outside of
Ethiopia, their Parish Spiritual Councils,
District  Councils and Assembles of
Bishoprics; their structure, organizational
authorities, duties and responsibilities of their
various section heads, the meeting procedures
of all councils; concerning various income,
employment procedures, shall be applied
according to Chapters Three, Four, Five, Six,
and Eight of the Qale-Awadi with all its
prospective amendments.
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1. All

Article 10
Ownership and Management of Church
Property

movable and immovable assets,
including church buildings, deposits in bank
accounts, development institutions, and
properties held in trust by local parish
churches outside of Ethiopia shall be
considered the property of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

. No assets or properties of the church may be

used to borrow or transfer without specific
and binding approval. However, in cases
where reserving or transferring funds is
necessary for the improvement of the parish
spiritual service, borrowing can only occur
with the agreement of at least three-fourths
of the total local parish members, and the
consent of the diocese and the Patriarchate.
The loan or transfer can only be initiated
with the joint signatures of the Archbishop
of the diocese and the local parish
administrator.

. Any disputes among parishioners concerning

the property of the local parish church, it will be
examined by the archbishop of the diocese in
collaboration with the diocesan spiritual council
and presented to the Holy Synod for an issuance
of an appropriate decision. Implementation of
the decision will be carried out by the diocese
through the Patriarchate.

. In the event that a local church permanently

ceases to exist and terminates its services, all its
properties mentioned in subsection-1 of this
article shall be transferred to the diocese in
which the local church is located. The local
church shall clearly state the following in its
special appended internal regulations, as per the
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laws of the country: "In the event that this local
church, whether in its current legal form or
dissolved, discontinues its existence for any
reason, all of its assets, both movable and
immovable, any deposit held in bank accounts
or any other financial institutions, shall become
the property of the diocese where this local
church is situated. This includes spiritual
institution registered as a non-profit entity
under the laws of the host country, becoming an
asset of the diocese of Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church."
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Section 3

Special Annex Internal Rules for Dioceses
and Parish Churches abroad, and its Legal

1.

A.

. The special

Recognition

Article 11

Dioceses and Local Churches' Special
Annex Internal Rules

Local churches may establish Special
Internal Rules according to the host
government Policy or with the approval of
Parish members and the diocese to improve
their internal functions.

Notwithstanding with Subsection-A of this
article, the Special Annexes Internal Rule to
administer the churches, must safeguard the
Doctrine and Canonical order of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church and it shall not
contradict the rules and regulations issued by
the Holy Synod at various times, and shall be
in consistent with the Host Countries’ Policy.

. As required by the legal system of each

country, local parish churches are
recognized within the host countries and
any special annex to the church's
constitution. This recognition should be
stated at the Preface, affirming that it
complies this Bylaw and it is established
and under the diocese.

annexes of local parish
churches, may be amended or entirely
replaced by another rule, by the rules and
regulations issued by the Holy Synod, or by
amendments directed by the Diocese, or by
the vote of at least 3/4th members of the
Parish church and by the approval of the
archbishop of the diocese. However, in no
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case shall such an amendment contradict
the laws, regulations and orders issued or to
be issued by the Holy Synod; if such
happens, the amendment shall be nullified.

2. Legal Recognition of Foreign Dioceses
and Local Churches

A. Dioceses and local parish churches shall
obtain an employment identification
number from the relevant revenue authority
in each host country in the name of
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.
With this identification number, they may
apply for tax-exempt status which is
applied for religious institutions.

B. Dioceses and parish churches shall be
registered as religious institutions or
organizations in their respective host country.

C. The Constitution of the Church, this Bylaw,
and the Qale-Awadi and the Special Annex
Internal Rule must be must be translated
into English or other relevant languages and
attached as part of the submitted
registration application.

D. Local churches must allocate a percentage
of their annual income, after deducting
building rent or bank debt as specified in
the agreement.
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Article 12
Various Departments and Organizations
Established Under the Diocese

All section heads and working units formed by
the Diocese, as well as all other sections
recognized by the Church’s Constitution, Gale
Awadi, shall be applicable in the Bylaw.
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1.

Section 4
Rights and Duties of Servants and Laity

Article 13
Rights and Duties of Clergy and Other
Servants

Regarding the rights and duties of Parish
church priests: preserving those specified in
the fourthly amendment of the Gale Awadi
in the year 2016/17, under Article-8 the
"Rights and Duties of Priests and Various
Staffs of the Parish Church" the following
shall be also included:

. Priests of parish church shall be accountable to
the leadership of the Parish Spiritual Council
of the church where they are assigned or to be
appointed to serve; according to the situation
and relevance related to religion and
sacraments of the church as well as in cases of
force majeure, they may be accountable to the
Diocese Archbishop.

. The head priest or administrator of the Parish
church is accountable to the Diocese
Archbishop, while as the accountable of other
serving priests shall be to the office of the
Parish Spiritual Councill.

. If any clergy faces an issue within the church
where he serves permanently and temporarily,
the matter shall be resolved through the Parish
Council, based on the structure. If the matter
remains unresolved in the Parish Council, the
district parish will investigate, and a decision
will be made by the archbishop of the diocese.

. Priests and deacons are required to provide
valid evidence of their Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church clerical education and
priesthood that will enable them to serve
before commencing their service to the
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Parish Council of the church where they
serve and to the archbishop of the diocese.

. Priests who serve in churches within the

diocesan structure, when they travel from
one parish church to another parish for
service, they must adhere to the structure
and obtain permission from the proper
administration of the Parish Churches they
intend to travel and to serve. It is prohibited
to provide services without the approval
and permission of Church's
Administrations at all levels. The Diocese
shall establish appropriate corrective
measures for priests who violate this rule
and attempt to serve, based on the Rules for
Workers’ Administration.

2. Appointments of Priests

A.

Local churches established under the Diocese
will inform the Archbishop of the Diocese
when they require the selection and
appointment of priests. The Archbishop of
the diocese shall assess the qualifications,
skill, and experience, and pastoral status,
moral and spiritual life of the nominee;
consult with the members of the Parish
Spiritual Council before approving. After
that the Archbishop will notify the
Patriarchate and approve the nomination.

. A priest candidate must provide proof of his

clerical and supporting documentation to
the Archbishop of the diocese through the
local church where he serves.

. Ordination to the rank of deacon hood or

priesthood is only granted with the
permission of the Archbishop of the
Diocese in any local Parish Church.
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3.

No priest serving in a local church can be
removed from his position without the
permission of the Archbishop.

In case of disputes between local churches
and serving priests, a peace delegate,
assigned by the diocese that representing
District office, will be sent first to
investigate and resolve the issue amicably.
If the problem persists by the delegate, and
it is determined that the priests are the
source of the problem, the Archbishop of
the diocese will consult with the members
of the Parish Spiritual Council and other
stakeholders and take the appropriate final
administrative actions. This decision will
be communicated to Patriarchate formally
in written note.

Rights of the Clergy, Scholars, and

Preachers

A

Priests, scholars, and preachers serving in
any church have the legal right to receive a
salary commensurate with their service
status, service period, and vocation. This
right does not apply to those who serve
voluntarily.

. Servant priests are entitled to their annual

and sick leave as granted by applicable law.

Priests and employees serving in any parish
have the right to receive salary increases based
on their level of service and qualifications.
These increases should adhere to the law and
the established procedures and guidelines,
which take into account the capacity of each
parish.
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. Teachers at all levels, from the local church

to the diocese, have the right to continue
teaching without being subjected to age-
based retirement, provided they are able to
continue their service.

. Any Administrator of a Parish Church or

serving priest cannot be suspended from
their service and salary without a valid
reason of offense, and the decision has not
been made by the diocesan archbishop.

The authority to suspend salary or dismiss
is limited to the Archbishop of the diocese.

If a Parish Administrator, a serving priest, or
an employee commits an evidenced offense in
their designated role, the Archbishop will
investigate and decided on it.

4. Duties of the Clergy, Scholars, Teachers,
and Preachers

A.

Serving priests, while being accountable to
the parish administrator, they are demanded
to carry their duties and obligation
receiving administrative orders from the
Parish Executive Committee to the best of
their abilities.

Each priest is obligated to educate and
register their penitent spiritual children in
the Parish Spiritual Council, enable them to
partake the Eucharist, to pay the monthly
parish contribution on time.

Priests are entrusted with the duty and
responsibility of delivering all necessary
spiritual services to the faithful, including
all rites from baptism to prayer of death.
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D.

Based on the Church's Constitution, every
priest or worker carries the responsibility of
preserving the church’s order by upholding the
dignity of the priesthood, and abstaining from
activities that tarnish the church.

Church servants, priests, and various
workers are under the obligation to
diligently perform their designated tasks,
obey instructions of their superiors about
their work, must be conscientious, sincere,
punctual, and ethical.

Defending believers and youth from idolatry,
through solid education and counselling is
perpetual duty and responsibility of the priest.

. Unless he is prevented by illness or

disability any Priest must not be idle.

. Every church servant, a priest, scholar,

preacher, teacher, or employee, is required
to carry out their designated duties with
efficiency and conscientiousness.
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1.

Article 14
Rights and Obligations of the Laity

Rights of the Laity:

Preserving the rights granted in the Church’s
Constitution and other ecclesiastical laws,
believers enjoy the following rights:

A

Any Laity who is living around the parish,
officially recognized, and registered as
parish member by the Parish Council,
holding membership ID card by fulfilling
its duty, is entitled to receive all essential
spiritual services offered by the church.
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. Every believer has the right to provide free

spiritual services to dependent family
members who are not employed and not
self-sufficient under him.

In the event when an unregistered lay member
who has not paid the requisite monthly and
annual contributions passes away, the funerary
prayers shall be performed after a priest
verified that the departed person is indeed a
faithful of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo and
pay the required fee.

. If a solitude stranger passes away, funerary

prayers shall be performed without charge
upon verifying his Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church membership by his
Parish Spiritual Council Membership Card
or any other possible evidence.

Obligations of the Laity:

. It is mandatory for every Dbeliever to

recognize that contributing to the church,
which are tenths and required monthly and
annual contributions on time, is both a
Biblical and Christian duty commanded by
God, to bless for both the body and soul.

Each believer has a duty and responsibility
to register with the local church, obtain a
parish membership ID, register family
members and children, enrol their children
in Sunday School for religious education,
maintain church order, and ensure an
independent registration of adult family
members holding their own membership ID
Cards.

. All Believers are obligated to refrain from

criticizing the church system and must
abstain from any activities that defame and
tarnish the church's reputation.
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E.

Any Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
believers have Christian duty and obligation to
be abided by church’s canons, and the
teachings of the Holy Scriptures; keeping
steadfastly their faithful status and serve the
church based on their rights.

Any Believers has the right to elect
members of Parish Spiritual Council and,
has also the obligation to be elected and
serve.
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1.

Section 5
Miscellaneous Provisions

Article 15
Public Provisions

All Parish Spiritual Councils, established in the
name of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church within Ethiopia or abroad, are subject
to the Laws, regulations, governance,
directives, and decisions of the Holy Synod of
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church from
its headquarters situated in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.

This regulation mandates the establishment of
a Parish Spiritual Council wherever Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church ecclesiastical
offices are located outside Ethiopia.

Starting from a local Church’s Spiritual
Parish Council until the General Spiritual
Council of the Diocese, legal rights granted
to the Spiritual Parish Councils established
at all levels recognized in Article-65 of the
Qale-Awadi, revised and approved for the
4™ time in 2016, will be applied to all the
Dioceses of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church outside of Ethiopia and parishes
under them.
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The authorities and duties of the General
Assembly and Executive Committee of the
Diocese will be executed by the provisions

outlined in Articles 75 and 77 of Qale-Awadi.

The duties and rights of priests and laity
will be preserved as it is outlined in Articles

60 and 61 of Qale-Awadi.

The rights and responsibilities of the
Executive Committees at all levels will be
preserved as specified in the Qale-Awadi.

Any rules, guidelines, or practices that
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1.

The Diocese of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church outside of Ethiopia is
established to deliver spiritual, social,
charitable, educational, and cultural services
enjoying tax exemption status according to
the tax laws of each host country and deliver
their services detailed in this regulation, in

other church laws, regulations, and
guidelines.
. If churches or organizations founded under the

administrative structure of dioceses abroad
cease (terminate) to deliver services for any
reason, their assets will be owned by the
diocese.

.For any priest of Ethiopian Orthodox

Tewahedo Church it is strictly forbidden to
render services in any church that is not
recognised by the Holy Synod or operates
under the Diocese administrative structure.
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4.

When churches under the governance of a
diocese intend to employ priests and various
staffs, they are obligated to follow the
criteria specified in Article-11 of the Qale-
Awadi; and initially consult with the
diocesan Archbishop; the Archbishop first
examine the efficiency, skill, knowledge,
ethical and spiritual life, and give its
approval as well as communicate with the
Patriarchate through a written note.
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Article 17

Consequences for Violating this Regulation

1.

If any individual, a church member, priest,
deacon, scholar, teacher, preacher, believer,
youth of a Sunday school, or member of a
spiritual society, transgress this regulation
or plainly found in breach of its provisions,
based on the severity of the fault, 1% a verbal
advise, 2" written warning and 3" the
penalty will be determined.

. Punishments may include monetary penalties,

spiritual sanctions, suspension from church
duties, dismissal from employment, exclusion
from church membership. However, dismissal
from employment or membership shall be
effective once a decision is made by the
Administrative Council, and approval by the
Archbishop.
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Article 18
Amendment of the bylaw

This bylaw may be revised when it is
deemed necessary and by the decision of
the general assembly of the Holy Synod.
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B.

It can be amended if one-third (1/3) of the
members of the Holy Synod submit an
amendment request, and by the decision of
the Holy Synod deems it necessary.

. In cases where an amendment request is

submitted by at least 30 parish churches
outside of Ethiopia; when the request is
supported by a two-thirds (2/3) agreement
of at least 12 diocese office it will be
amended as required by the Holy Synod.
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Article 19
Transitional provision

All parish churches established under the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church but
not administered in compliance with Gale-
Awadi, must re-register within two years
from the effective date of this regulation.
They are required to revise their structure
and internal bylaws per the church's laws
and regulations.

Before the enactment of this regulation, parish
churches that have formed their own
recognized internal rules for their services and
leadership boards in accordance with their
respective host countries they exist, must
adhere to this regulation; and if necessary, with
a specific addendum that complies with local
laws.

In accordance with sub-Article 1 of this
regulation and the Churches’ Constitution, any
Parish church or its organization that refuses to
adjust itself and registration procedures will be
subject to appropriate decision and correction
of the Holy Synod as required; or they may be
excommunicated.
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4. This regulation will be applied in
accordance with the Gale Awadi.
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Article 20
Duration of the Rule

This regulation, approved by the Holy Synod
in October 2023, will remain in effect for all
dioceses and local churches outside of
Ethiopia.

Abba Matthias I, Patriarch of Ethiopia,
Archbishop of Axum, Echegue of the See of
Saint Taklehaimanot

October 2023: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

30




